
 

           Special dates and points of interest: 
 

 PREFERENCE POINT ONLY APPLICATON PERIOD JULY 1 THROUGH    

OCTOBER 31 

 EARLY CANADA GOOSE AND LIMITED QUOTA SANDHILL CRANE OPENER 

SEPTEMBER 1 

 REMEMBER: YOU CAN BUY ALL YOUR HUNTING LICENSES, REQUIRED 

STAMPS AND MANY MORE PRODUCTS AT THE WGFD WEBSITE FROM THE 

COMFORT OF YOUR OWN COMPUTER! 

 DON’T HAVE YOUR HUNTER EDUCATION CERTIFICATE? CHECK OUT 

COURSE LISTINGS AT OUR WEBSITE HTTP://WGFD.WYO.GOV 

 MANY HUNTING SEASONS OPEN SEPTEMBER 1-CHECK YOUR HUNTING 

REGULATIONS FOR SEASON DATES AND RESTRICTIONS THAT APPLY. 

 PRONGHORN ANTELOPE ARCHERY SEASONS OPEN AUGUST 15 IN SOME 

HUNT AREAS-PLEASE CHECK YOUR PRONGHORN ANTELOPE HUNTING 

REGULATIONS FOR DETAILS. 
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     Green River Game and Fish personnel are con-
ducting pronghorn antelope classifications this 
month to determine the doe/fawn/buck ratios of  
hunt areas in southwest Wyoming. Pronghorn clas-
sifications are done statewide in each Game and 
Fish region. These pronghorn bucks were photo-
graphed by GR Region I&E Specialist Lucy Wold 
on the west side of Flaming Gorge Reservoir. 

Habitat is where it’s at! 
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~Staying safe at Bridger Valley Safe Kids Fair~ Sweetwater County Library Education~ 

     GR Information and Education Specialist 
Lucy Wold, Green River Game Warden Rob 
Shipe and Mountain View Game Warden Al-
len Deru worked the Bridger Valley Safe 
Kids Fair, teaching hundreds of kids and 
parents about safe firearms handling and 
watercraft safety. (photos left, top two) Wold 
also taught area students about Wyoming’s 
wildlife and 10 simple things they can do to 
help wildlife and wild places at the Sweet-
water County Summer Library series Build-
ing a Better World.  (photos below, right and 
bottom)         
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~WGFD Camp WILD~  

      Green River Wildlife Management Coordinator Mark 
Zornes,  Aquatic Habitat Biologist Kevin Spence and GR 
Information and Education Specialist Lucy Wold assisted 
Cheyenne education staff and Conservation Education 
Coordinator Ashley Anderson conduct Camp Wild for 
southwest Wyoming 5th and 6th grade students. Campers 
spent three days learning about terrestrial and aquatic 
habitats, archery and orienteering skills, and completed a 
service project, planting eight native trees along the Green 
River.  
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~Black bear trapping in Sierra Madres ~ Nice Tiger trout in Baggs Country~ 

     Baggs Game Warden Kim Olson went along with the 
WGFD bear trapping crew doing the Sierra Madres study. 
(photo top left was their first caught bear). Olson also 
trapped a black bear causing some havoc  on Savery Creek. 
“We tagged the sow and let her go ,” Olson said “I also took 
photographs of the last remaining snow bank near the Con-
tinental Divide on July 15th. (left bottom) It was sure a nice 
ride up there! An 80-year-old lucky angler hauled in this 18" 
beautiful tiger trout on the July 4th weekend. Got to watch 
the whole thing! She was ecstatic!” (photo below) 
     As part of an upcoming effort to monitor black bear 
populations in Wyoming, the Wyoming Game & Fish De-
partment will conduct trapping operations in the Sierra 
Madre Mountains of southern Wyoming beginning in early 
July after the 4th of July holiday and potentially continuing 
through late August. 
     All areas where trapping is conducted will have major 
access points marked with warning signs.  It is critical that 
all members of the public take note of these signs. 
     Similar to monitoring elk or deer populations, the moni-
toring of black bears in Wyoming is vital to their ongoing 
management.  To attract and capture bears, biologists util-
ize natural food sources such as fresh road-killed deer and 
elk.  Trapped animals are immobilized, processed, released 
on site, and then monitored in accordance with strict proto-
cols developed by the Wyoming Game and Fish Depart-
ment. 
     When bear trapping activities are conducted for monitor-
ing purposes, the vicinity of the site will be posted with 
warning signs to inform the public of these activities.  The 
signs will be posted along the major access points to the 
trapping site.  It is important that the public observe these 
signs and not venture into posted areas.  
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~Pole Creek Fire near Kemmerer, WY ~ 

     Kemmerer Game Warden Chris Baird took the above photo of a smoky morning up Hobble Creek. 
Baird said, “The fire on the Hams Fork side of Commissary Ridge is notable. The Pole Creek Fire was 
more than 3500 acres  in its beginning; burning in mostly road-less country and will be a good habitat 
treatment in the long run for many wildlife species. As of August 15, the fire is 3027 acres and 25% con-
tained.” The Pole Creek Fire was discovered August 4, burning on the Kemmerer Ranger District of the 
Bridger-Teton National Forest. The fire is located 25 miles northwest of Kemmerer, WY, in the Hams 
Fork drainage. An Emergency Area Closure is in effect at this time to provide for public and firefighter 
safety. Rain, increased humidity, and cooler temperatures have helped firefighters in their efforts to 
contain the fire. Anyone planning on going to this area should go to the fire incident website and refer 
to maps of the road and travel closures near the fire.  https://inciweb.nwcg.gov/  *For additional infor-
mation, visit the Forest Website at: 
 http://www.fs.fed.us/r4/btnf , or contact the Bridger-Teton National Forest at (307) 739-5500.  

Smoke from several 
wildfires across the 
west make for       
dramatic sunrises. 
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~Zornes and the badger ~ 

     Green River Region Wildlife Management Coordinator 
Mark Zornes recently had one of his favorite wildlife calls of 
his career.  A neighboring landowner waved Mark down 
early one morning and suggested a small raccoon had en-
tered his home when he'd opened the door to go to 
work.  Mark and the landowner entered the home and the 
landowner suggested the critter had entered his bedroom 
and was hiding under his bed.  Upon inspection, Mark deter-
mined the "raccoon" was in fact a half grown badger.  Mark 
borrowed a piggin string and had the landowner force the 
badger from under the bed with a broom.  After he headed 
the badger, and before Mark could take his dallies, the rope 
ended up around one hind foot of the young, but deter-
mined (and furious) badger.  Mark quickly learned you can't 
push hard enough on a piggin string to keep a badger off 
your pants leg.  The landowner saved him with judicious use 
of the broom and the story ended well for all involved 
(except the landowner is missing one piggin string).   

      

Enforcement Happenings 
    There are unsolved poaching cases  in the Green River Region. 
If you have any information about any wildlife violation please 
contact your local game warden or the STOP Poaching Hotline 

at: 
  1-877-WGFD-TIP (1-877-943-3847 ) 

You can also report a wildlife violation at the WGFD  
website http://wgfd.wyo.gov   
Text keyword WGFD and message toTIP411         

Recently, two mule deer fawns and their mother were 
feeding on the Green River Greenbelt behind the 
WGFD office . After a long, hard winter on wildlife, it 
was good to see these deer alive and well. 



~Raptor rescues~ Wind River Raptor Rehab Center~ Thank you Dr. O’Neall 

     Green River Game Warden Levi Wood prepares an 
injured red-tailed hawk to be checked out by Green 
River veterinarian Dr. Kevin O'Neall at Castlerock 
Vet Clinic and transported to the Wind River Raptor 
Rehabilitation Center near Lander. The hawk soon 
found a companion at the rehab center (bottom left) 
and will be able to be released back into the wild 
once it is stabilized. A huge thank you to Nathan and 
Lindsey Barnes at the Wind River Raptor Rehabili-
tation Center for all of your hard work. A huge thank 
you to Dr. Kevin O’Neall for X-raying injured birds 
and making sure they are okay to be transferred to 
wildlife rehabilitation centers. 
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Green River Game Warden Rob Shipe delivered an osprey to 
the center and received a tour of the facility, complete with a 
chance to hold “Norton” a Gyr and Peregrine falcon hybrid.  

Lindsay tends to an osprey 
and kestrel in the rehab cen-
ter. Her husband Nathan 
Barnes is the Executive     
Director. Wildlife mortality 
is a function of any ecosys-
tem, and while not every 
bird will survive rehabilita-
tion, it is warming to know 
that many do, thanks to the 
good work of folks like 
these! 

These two red-tailed hawks are in rehab 
together at the facility. For more infor-
mation on the center and how you can 
become a volunteer or donate to the or-
ganization go to: 
info@windriverraptors.org 
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~Too hot to catch and release in some waters  ~ Native fish restoration continues~ 

     With the continued warm weather   
around southwest Wyoming, area 
fisheries managers remind anglers 
about the stress caused to kokanee 
salmon and other fish if they are 
caught and then released.  “We rec-
ommend people fishing the Green 
River fish early and stop fishing 
when water temps start getting above 
70 degrees Fahrenheit ,” said Green 
River Fisheries Supervisor Robb 
Keith. “For Flaming Gorge kokanee 
salmon, we recommend that anglers 
not catch and release kokanee.  If peo-
ple plan to fish kokanee we recom-
mend they keep the first three ko-
kanee they catch and switch to fish-
ing for some other species.  Released 
kokanee this time of year are typically 
dead kokanee.” 

     “Conservation efforts for native fish species continue to be 
a priority in the region,” said Green River Fisheries Biologist 
Troy Laughlin.  “The Muddy Creek drainage, located SW of 
Rawlins, has been the focus of a nearly two decade project 
dedicated to the restoration of the native fish assemblage. The 
work started with the restoration of the cold water native fish 
assemblage in the headwater tributaries of the Muddy Creek 
drainage.  Colorado River Cutthroat Trout, Speckled Dace and 
Mountain Suckers were all restored to their native habitats fol-
lowing the chemical removal of non-native fish species.   
     “As the project progressed downstream, it moved into habi-
tat occupied by three additional native species:  (bottom, right) 
Bluehead Suckers, Flannelmouth Suckers (top, right), and 
Roundtail Chubs. (middle, right)  These species are known in 
the fisheries community as the Three Species. Non-native fish 
species, specifically White Suckers and Creek Chub, threaten 
the future existence of the three species through competition 
for space and food resources and by hybridizing with the na-
tive species. In order to maintain the native fish assemblage 
into the future, non-native fish need to be removed from the 
drainage. To date, over 40 miles of native fish species habitat 
has been restored.   
     “In 2017, WGFD and BLM personnel restored an additional 
20 miles of habitat via a chemical treatment at the end of July. 
Prior to the treatment, electrofishing crews intensively sam-
pled six miles of three species core habitat in Muddy Creek 
between two fish barriers in order to salvage native species.  
Over 2700 of the three species were salvaged from this stream 
reach and were sent to the East Fork holding facility near Boul-
der. These fish will be positively identified, genetically tested, 
and later reintroduced back into the Muddy Creek drainage 
following habitat restoration.  WGFD and BLM continue to 
work with landowners to advance restoration efforts within 
the drainage. “  
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~ Aquatic Invasive Species Prevention Continues~ 

      Green River Aquatic Invasive Species Specialist 
Wes Gordon said July and early August are busy 
times for Aquatic Invasive Species (AIS) crews in the 
Green River region. “In the heart of the peak boating 
season, AIS check stations typically see heavy traf-
fic,” Gordon said. “One of the recent peak weekends 
was the Days of 46 celebrations, as tourists from 
Utah took the long weekend to get their watercraft 
out to recreate in Wyoming waters. Check stations 
are located at key locations throughout Southwest 
Wyoming, including: the Port of Entry at Evanston, 
Anvil Draw Road and Firehole boat ramp on Flam-
ing Gorge Reservoir, and at the Kemmerer Ranger 
Station. 
      
     “Many high risk watercraft were intercepted dur-
ing this time period, with a large percentage result-
ing in decontamination due to standing water found 
on watercraft last used in waters suspect/positive 
for Dreissenid mussels (Quagga or Zebra Mussels), 
like Lake Powell. Additionally, priority waters in the 
region (Flaming Gorge Reservoir, Fontenelle Reser-
voir, Sulphur Creek Reservoir, and Viva Naughton) 
were sampled for veligers (larval mussels) during 
this time period, results are pending.” 
     “Unique to this season, is the solar eclipse with 
the totality band passing through the center of Wyo-
ming. Prediction suggests the population of Wyo-
ming will double leading up to the eclipse as large 
numbers of tourists enter the state to view the 
eclipse. With the increased numbers of non-
residents entering the state, the Wyoming Game and 
Fish Department (WGFD) is concerned there will be 
an increase of watercraft entering the state. 

     “In order to handle any increase in watercraft, 
the WGFD Fish Division has committed to increase 
staffing at established AIS inspection locations 
across the state. The increase staffing at AIS check 
stations should allow Department employees to   
inspect and if necessary decontaminate watercraft 
entering the state quickly and efficiently, so boaters 
are only delayed a short time before they reach their 
destination.” 

Wes Gordon sampling for veligers on Flaming 
Gorge Reservoir 

Jessica Warner and Malcolm Ferguson doing a 

motor flush at the Evanston Port of Entry  



Office Managers Sheila Deinhardt (left) and Regina Dickson 
(right) have been busy registering watercraft, selling AIS de-
cals, and answering questions about fishing and big game 
hunting seasons.  Sheila and Regina attended the annual 
WGFD office managers training and meeting in Casper. We 
sure missed them! 
 

http://wgfd.wyo.gov                                                                
Office Phone: 307-875-3223 

Office Fax: 307-875-3242 
Toll Free In-State 1-800-843-8096 

~Critter Spotlight~ 
Ornate box turtle    

By Mark Zornes a.k.a.  Leopold 
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Conserving Wildlife-Serving People 
  
We are on the web! http://wgfd.wyo.gov                                                               stay connected      

 Wyoming's only terrestrial turtle, the ornate box turtle is native to the Great Plains, and is found natu-
rally in Wyoming only in Goshen County in southeastern Wyoming. These small, domed shelled tur-
tles are occasionally located in other areas of Wyoming, since they are popular pets and are often 
picked up in the states of Kansas and Nebraska and are intentionally or unintentionally liberated in 
where areas they are not native.  Within their primary range in the Great Plains, this species is fairly 
common, but few of these turtles can be found in Wyoming.  Wyoming is home to only three other 
native turtle species: common snapping turtles, western spiny soft-shelled turtles, and western painted 
turtles.  None of these are found naturally in southwestern Wyoming and all turtles observed here 
have been introduced by man. 

 Box turtles of all subspecies are omnivorous, feeding on both animals (primarily insects and earth-
worms) and plant materials ranging from lush forbs to fruits.   

 Ornate box turtles inhabit grasslands in sandy soil types in a small portion of Wyoming north of Tor-
rington and south of Lusk.  

 Unlike aquatic turtles, box turtles can close their shell for protection.  Despite this, dogs and cats, and 
a few wild predators occasionally make a meal of box turtles.  The largest threat to this species 
throughout North America are vehicles, over collection for the pet trade, and habitat conversion. 

 Box turtles lay a clutch of 2-8 eggs in May or June within loose soils.  Young are vulnerable to a num-
ber of mammalian and avian predators and mortality rates are fairly high.  This species is long-lived 
and has been reported to live in excess of 30 years.  Scutes on the turtles shell develop rings similar to 
those in trees and age estimates can be determined from the number counted on these scutes.       

Photo: Lucy Wold, WGFD 
Evanston resident Becky Corbett was quick to notice this 
turtle does not belong in southwestern Wyoming. Becky 
called the office and Mountain View Wildlife Biologist Jeff 
Short transported it to Green River, where it will find a 
ride to more suitable habitat in eastern Wyoming. 


