
 

           Special dates and points of interest: 
 

 PREFERENCE PONTS GO ON SALE JULY 1, 2017 THROUGH OCTOBER 

 LEFTOVER DRAW RESULTS JULY 13 AND SUPER TAG RESULTS JULY 14 

 OVER THE COUNTER GENERAL DEER AND ELK LICENSES GO ON SALE 

JULY 17. 

 DON’T HAVE YOUR HUNTER EDUCATION CERTIFICATE? CHECK OUT 

COURSE LISTINGS AT OUR WEBSITE HTTP://WGFD.WYO.GOV 

 LOST YOUR HUNTER EDUCATION CARD? YOU CAN PRINT AS MANY 

COPIES OF YOUR CARD AS YOU WANT, FOR FREE, AT THE WGFD WEB-

SITE. 

 REMEMBER: YOU CAN BUY ALL YOUR HUNTING LICENSES, REQUIRED 

STAMPS AND MANY MORE PRODUCTS AT THE WGFD WEBSITE FROM 

THE COMFORT OF YOUR OWN COMPUTER!  
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     Mountain View Game Warden Allen Deru snapped this 
photograph of two long-billed curlews feeding near Murray 
Reservoir. Wyoming’s largest sandpiper, this curlew lives in 
fields, the dry prairie, and mud flats. Curlews feed on earth-
worms, small aquatic insects, and at certain times of the year, 
berries are also part of their diet. Summer is an excellent time 
to view and photograph many wildlife species. If you aren’t 
outside fishing or boating, you really should take a walk and 
see what Nature has to offer.      

Habitat is where it’s at! 
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~Calf moose assisted through a fence~ Large sow black bear and her cubs caught on camera~ 

     Mountain View Game Warden Allen Deru was at the 
right place at the right time for this calf moose caught 
behind net wire. Deru was able to help the calf get 
through the fence and off the highway back to its mother. 
Deru also spied this pair of young bull moose near 
Robertson, WY, who seem to be enjoying the start to 
summer. Game warden Deru also spent a lot of time 
checking fishermen around his district. “Most all of the 
anglers seem to be happy with the number of fish they 
are catching,” Deru said. ”Anglers at Meeks Cabin Reser-
voir are doing better than I have seen the last three sum-
mers, and at Murray Reservoir they are also pulling out 
some nice fish.”  A local black bear hunter provided the 
bottom two photographs of a rather large sow and two 
cubs that were investigating his bait site. 
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~Hunter Education Classes around the region ~ 

      Evanston Game Warden Nick Roberts, Green River 
Office Manager Regina Dickson, and Green River      
Region Information and Education Specialist Lucy 
Wold taught a traditional hunter education class in 
Evanston, WY. The students enjoyed the class and we 
want to give a shout out and a big thank you to the 
Evanston BOCES and Western Wyoming Community 
College facility for allowing us to hold the class at their 
Evanston facility.  

     Lucy Wold, Access Yes Coordinator Andy Country-
man and volunteer Annemarie Albins taught a hunter 
education class in Kemmerer. Students learn about sur-
vival and hypothermia, including dressing in layers 
and placing their hand in the ice-cold “hypothermia 
chamber of wicked cold”!  :)  (photo below right) 

Top: Nick Roberts 
Left: Regina Dickson 

Top: Annemarie Albins 
Left: Andy Countryman 

Kemmerer hunter education students “ham it up” 
after dressing their hunting partners in a layering 
competition. 

Lucy Wold teaching survival 
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~ 4H and UW Adventure Camp in the Uintas~ Becoming an Outdoor Woman Workshop is back!~ 

     Information and Education Specialist Lucy Wold 
assisted the Wyoming 4-H and UW Adventure Camp 
staff at the Uinta County Youth Camp. Wold was able 
to work with former WGFD Hunter Education Coordi-
nator James Dawson, now working with 4H. (middle 
photo, Dawson has his hand up; Wold has the ball cap 
on and red shirt.) Fort Bridger minister Dan Mulhol-
land also came up to lend a hand teaching the young-
sters how to properly shoot compound bows and have 
a little fun at the same time. (Dan is standing far right 
in center photo) Bryce McKenzie photos* Thank you! 
     Wold was also thrilled to assist Casper Region In-
formation and Education Specialist Janet Milek and 
other WGFD staff and volunteers from Wyoming con-
duct the Becoming and Outdoors Woman Workshop at 
Camp Roberts, near Buffalo, WY. The BOW Camp was 
discontinued a few years previously due to budget 
cutbacks. Nearly 40 women enjoyed learning about 
fishing, photography, outdoor survival, bear safety, 
beginning big game hunting, firearms, and much, 
much more! (photos below)      

Rock Springs residents Linda Kot (left) and Eva Wasseen 
learn how to cook with Dutch ovens. 
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~Poaching case in Lincoln County ~ 

    
Star of reality TV hunting show Wildgame 
Nation sentenced for poaching in Lincoln 
County 

   
 
 
GREEN RIVER— On May 23, 2017 Billy A. Bus-
bice Jr. of Olla, Louisiana appeared before Lincoln 
County Circuit Court Judge Frank Zebre and pled 
guilty to charges of intentionally allowing an ant-

lerless elk to go to waste and an additional charge of taking an elk without the proper license. Busbice 
stars on Wildgame Nation, a reality hunting show on the Outdoor Channel, and also owns an outdoor 
products company.  
     The case started on October 16, 2016 when Kemmerer Game Warden Chris Baird received a report 
from a group of hunters that had observed a possible wildlife violation on the Spring Creek Ranch, 
which is owned by Busbice, on La Barge Creek. “The hunters told me that on the morning of October 
15th they observed a man hunting on the ranch,” Baird said. “Apparently, there was a younger man 
with the hunter who had a video camera and appeared to be filming the hunt. They watched the hunter 
shoot one elk, presumably a cow, and then shoot a bull. The first elk fell within around 60 yards of 
where the bull went down. They observed the hunter and the cameraman walk up to look at the bull 
and then leave the area.” 
     Warden Baird also was told that another man came and field dressed the bull and hauled it away 
with a backhoe. “The hunters told me the first elk, which was later determined to be a bull calf, still lay 
in the meadow after the man had taken the bull away with the backhoe,” Baird said. 
     Baird knew Busbice had a Commissioner’s elk license and that there had been a very large bull elk 
frequenting the ranch. On October 17th Baird met with Busbice before he flew to Louisiana. Baird’s 
summary of this encounter is that after a short interview, Busbice admitted to having accidently killed a 
calf elk while trying to harvest the large bull. Busbice stated that after the sun had gone down he had 
instructed the ranch manager and the cameraman to drag the calf elk into an irrigation ditch to conceal 
it. No attempt to field dress or preserve meat from the calf was made. Interviews of the cameraman and 
the ranch manager revealed similar stories and the men admitted to concealing the calf in the ditch and 
disposing of the bull’s gut pile in the creek. Busbice admitted that he did not call Warden Baird because 
he was concerned about having recently been cited for previous wildlife violations. At this time War-
den Baird seized both elk from Busbice and an unedited video of his hunt. 
     “Mr. Busbice told me they had been filming the elk hunt to feature on his reality TV hunting show,” 
Baird said. The video and audio recording shows that Mr. Busbice shot several times at a large bull in a 
herd of elk and missed several times. The video then shows Mr. Busbice shooting and hitting a calf, and 
the calf goes down. 
     “On his fourth shot, Busbice hits the bull in the left shoulder,” Baird said. It then falls to the ground. 
At the end of the video you can hear Busbice say, “We have to eliminate that part when I shot a cow.” 
He also is recorded saying, “Yeah, but we got to get rid of that cow.” 
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~Elk Poaching Case Continued~ STOP Poaching Hotline ~ 

     Judge Zebre sentenced Mr. Busbice to 180 days of jail suspended, providing that he lead a law abid-
ing life during one and a half years of unsupervised probation; he was sentenced to pay the maximum 
fines for both violations and the maximum in restitution for the illegal take of both elk for a total of 
$23,000.00; and had all of his game and fish license privileges revoked for two years to include all of 
2017 and 2018. Because Wyoming is part of the Interstate Wildlife Violator Compact, this loss of his li-
cense privileges applies in 45 states, including his home state of Louisiana. 
     “There are many take-home messages from this event,” Baird said. “We are extremely grateful to the 

sportsmen that reported these violations. The successful prosecution of this case likely would not have happened 

without them.”  

      “The bull elk he was convicted of shooting illegally was a highly visible large bull elk. The bull 
roughly scored over 350 inches. Mr. Busbice was also cited earlier in 2016 of false oath for purchasing a 
resident general elk license as a nonresident and purchasing more than the authorized number of deer 
licenses and paid $1430.00 in fines for those violations. 
     Anyone with information on a wildlife violation may call the Stop Poaching Hotline at 1-877-
WGFD-TIP (1-877-943-3847). Tips may be reported online at wgfd.wyo.gov, or by calling the Green 
River Game and Fish Office at-1-307-875-3223. Poaching information may also be texted; text keyword 
WGFD a message toTIP411 (847-411).Callers can remain anonymous and may be eligible for a cash re-
ward if the information leads to a conviction. 
 

~WGFD~ 

      

Enforcement Happenings 
    There are unsolved poaching cases  in the Green River Re-
gion. If you have any information about any wildlife violation 
please contact your local game warden or the STOP Poach-

ing Hotline at: 
  1-877-WGFD-TIP (1-877-943-3847 ) 

You can also report a wildlife violation at the WGFD  
website http://wgfd.wyo.gov   
Text keyword WGFD and message toTIP411         
1-307-777-4330         

 

http://wgfd.wyo.gov/web2011/wildlife-1000335.aspx


~New state catfish record for Wyoming angler on Flaming Gorge Reservoir~ 

     When Christian Cosby threw out a chunk of 
sucker meat on his six pound test he never expected 
to catch a huge channel catfish. 
     Cosby and fishing buddy Brandon Chadwick 
were fishing near Anvil Draw on Flaming Gorge Res-
ervoir June 24 when he caught a channel catfish 
weighing 28.52 pounds, measuring 39 inches long, 
with a girth of 23.25 inches. 
     “I yelled, “Holy cow it’s a catfish!” Cosby said. “I 
thought maybe it was a carp. I pulled it as close as I 
could get it to the shore in the shallow water. Then I 
jumped in the water, stuck my hand in his mouth 
and pulled it onto the shore. I was afraid he was go-
ing to jump off the line.”  

     Wyoming Game and Fish Department Green River Fisheries Supervisor Robb Keith said there is no 
doubt Cosby’s fish is a very old fish. “A quick Internet search suggests the oldest catfish on record is 40 
years old,” Keith said. “We last stocked channel catfish in Flaming Gorge Reservoir in 2008. Channel cat-
fish stocking in the Gorge was stopped because we were having a hard time finding a source of catfish 
free of aquatic invasive species.” 
     The previous state record for channel catfish was set on April 27, 2005 by another Rock Springs angler, 
Don Ackerman, also in Flaming Gorge Reservoir. The catfish weighed 27.99 pounds, was 38 inches long, 
and had a girth of 26 inches. 
     “He was full of crayfish and what looked like eggs or bugs,” Cosby said. “He was in only 18 inches of 
water; maybe up eating carp eggs, or chillin’ in the warm water because it was nice, warm water in that 
shallow cove. It was right in the middle of the day; about 1:00.  I have fished a lot in Alabama where I 
lived and I’ve fished the Gorge for big lake trout and kokanee salmon, but never for catfish. I feel like I 
must be the luckiest person.” 
 
Anglers who want to submit a state record fish need to follow the rules for doing so: 

 Fish must be weighed on a certified scale for legal trade. Most post offices or places of commerce are 
typically certified. 

 Fish must be caught on a rod, reel and line or pole and not snagged. 

 Fish caught from private clubs or hatchery waters, or ponds not accessible for the angling public, are 
ineligible. 
The fish species must also be verified by the WGFD and be taken legally according to Wyoming Game 
and Fish Regulations. 
 
     “We also took the fish to Staples to get weighed-in and we got a lot of funny looks,” Cosby said. “They 
made us take the fish outside after about five minutes. They said it was making the store smell. We felt 
like real hillbillies. Afterwards, I took the catfish home because I plan to eat it!!” 
      Think you caught a record fish? Check the list of record fish to see if your fish might be a contender. If 
so, submit your record with the Official Wyoming State Fish Record Application. Print and fill out the ap-
plication and send it in. Applications and more information on state record fish may be found by going to 
the WGFD website at: https://wgfd.wyo.gov/Fishing-and-Boating/State-Record-Fish 
     Anglers with questions about fishing in the Green River region can also call the Green River Game and 
Fish Office at 307-875-3223. 
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https://wgfd.wyo.gov/Fishing-and-Boating/State-Record-Fish
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~ Tips from fisheries supervisor Robb Keith for catching kokanee salmon on Fontenelle Reservoir ~ 

     Fontenelle Reservoir is the other Kokanee fishing 
destination in southwest Wyoming and the bite is on. 
Fisheries managers with the Wyoming Game and Fish 
Department, Green River region, say Fontenelle Res-
ervoir has finally started to clear up, following a long 
spring and summer of high and muddy inflows from 
the Green River drainage.  Kokanee salmon and trout 
fishing has improved, as the water in Fontenelle    
Reservoir clears up. 
     “When people think about Kokanee fishing in 
southwest Wyoming, they think of Flaming Gorge 
Reservoir,” said Green River Fisheries Supervisor 
Robert Keith. “Many people don’t realize the Game 
and Fish also stocks kokanee in Fontenelle Reservoir.  

Fontenelle is a little out of the way, but the kokanee fishing rivals the Gorge; big fish and amazing catch 
rates once you find them. Fontenelle also has a liberal six trout daily limit, all of which can be kokanee, if 
you decide to let all the trout go that you catch.  There is one catch, Fontenelle kokanee don’t behave like 
Gorge kokanee.  You will catch a few kokanee at depths you would expect to catch Gorge kokanee, but 
you will miss out on some spectacular action.” 
     “Simply put, Fontenelle kokanee are shallow – very shallow – up near the surface,” Keith said.  “As 
with Gorge kokanee, Fontenelle kokanee typically school over the river channel in 60-80 foot of water.  
Sometimes they school over the big flats in 30 to 50 foot of water. This typically happens when a good 
midge hatch is occurring.  Irrespective, whether they are over the river channel or over a big flat, most 
Fontenelle kokanee schools are near the surface. If you want to catch them you need to keep your lure 
near the surface.  On occasion, you will catch a kokanee deeper than 14 feet, but you will see much more 
action if you keep your lures within two to 10 feet of the surface.”   
     “I was fishing Fontenelle kokanee with my family and we started trolling wedding rings and small 
bladed squid at 10 feet below the surface and caught one kokanee. The action really got going when we 
put the downrigger ball four feet below the surface. Because the kokanee in Fontenelle are located shal-
low, it is paramount to long line your lure 100 feet or more behind the boat. Long lining for shallow ko-
kanee is made easier with downriggers and planer boards.  Downriggers work great for dialing in how 
shallow the Kokanee are.”  
     “Vary the depth of the downrigger ball starting two feet below the surface until you find the most ac-
tion. Side planers excel at getting your lure away from the boat and in front of shallow Kokanee. Use a 
weighted dodger or put a bullet weight in front of your favorite dodger or cow bells. The addition of a lit-
tle weight will keep the lure from rising to the surface. Vary the size of weight until you find the right 
depth.”  
     “All kokanee are particular about the color they will hit on any given day. Start the day fishing as 
many different colors as rods you can legally use. Once a pattern emerges switch to that color. Green wed-
ding rings with a silver blade and red wedding rings with a brass blade are proven producers on Fonten-
elle. Varying the blade size at times can help.  Larger blades seem to work better when the water is off 
color. Green wedding rings with Chartreuse blades also work well when the water is off color.”       
     “One of the biggest challenges about fishing Fontenelle kokanee is finding them. They live so near the 
surface it makes them impossible to detect with sonar.  It is best to start fishing the river channel and then 
check the flats.” (continued on next page)  
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~ Tips for kokanee fishing continues~ Aquatic Habitat Surveys on Muddy and Red Creeks ~ 

     “Once you hook a Kokanee, mark the location. Ko-
kanee are rarely alone. Once you locate a school, circle 
back through it and catch more fish. The schools on 
Fontenelle tend to stay in the same area through the 
season and most set up in similar areas year after year. 
Keep a log of where you catch fish.  It will come in 
handy in the future.” 
     “There is one more peculiarity you need to keep in 
mind when fishing Fontenelle Kokanee,” Keith cau-
tions.  “The bite can taper-off when sun rays penetrate 
the water directly.  On calm days it is best to hit the 
water at or before sunrise. The bite typically tapers off 
shortly after 8 am as the sun gets higher in the sky.  On 
sunny days the bite will resume if clouds cover the sun, 
even temporarily. Cloudy days are almost always good 
fishing. Whether sunny or cloudy, a little wind and re-
sulting chop always improves the bite.” 
     Keith said the kokanee bite on Fontenelle should be 
good for the remainder of July and part of August this 
year.  “Give Fontenelle Reservoir a try and take a break 
from the kokanee crowds on Flaming Gorge this sum-
mer,” Keith said. “You will likely get into some rain-
bow trout and Brown trout as well, while you a pursu-
ing the bright silver kokanee that make Fontenelle Res-
ervoir their home.” 
     Green River Aquatic Habitat Biologist Kevin Spence 
reported he and technicians Matt Kempinger and Tyler 
Rockhill surveyed lower Muddy Creek near Baggs col-
lecting baseline stream channel longitudinal profile 
data in preparation for application to the Army Corps 
of Engineers for constructing a series of beaver dam 
analogue structures (BDAs). BDAs are man-made 
woody debris structures that mimic natural beaver 
dams, and are expected to enhance water storage, ele-
vate localized water tables, improve riparian habitat, 
and possibly extend timing and duration of stream 
flow in selected reaches of lower Muddy Creek. (center 
photo) 
     “On Red Creek we collected riparian shrub data in-
side a steel jack fence exclosure constructed by Trout 
Unlimited and project partners during 2016 in upper 
Red Creek,” Spence said. “The exclosure was erected to 
discourage large ungulate use and promote healthy 
growth of willow and other riparian shrubs, improving 
habitat for Colorado River cutthroat trout and other 
wildlife.  Data collected by biologists will be used to 
evaluate the response of willows and riparian shrubs to 

WLCI Coordinator Jim Wasseen assists Spence 
with habitat surveys on Red Creek. 



Office Managers Sheila Deinhardt (right) and Regina 
Dickson (left) have been busy registering watercraft, 
selling AIS decals, and answering questions about 
fishing, the Super Tag Raffle, and left over draw re-
sults. They might even get to go fishing before the 
summer is over! :)  
 

http://wgfd.wyo.gov                                                                
Office Phone: 307-875-3223 

Office Fax: 307-875-3242 
Toll Free In-State 1-800-843-8096 

~Critter Spotlight~ 
Yellow-bellied marmot    

By Mark Zornes a.k.a.  Leopold 
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Conserving Wildlife-Serving People 
  
We are on the web! http://wgfd.wyo.gov                                                               stay connected      

- One of the largest members of the squirrel family, the yellow-bellied marmot, sometimes referred to as 
a rock chuck or a "whistle pig", is a close relative of the woodchuck or groundhog of Groundhog Day 
fame.  Yellow-bellied marmots have and overall grizzled coat, a white muzzle, and you guessed it, a yel-
low belly.  The bushy tail is very dark brown, almost black.  
- Yellow-bellied marmots are primarily herbivorous, consuming a wide variety of plants from dandeli-
ons and other forbs, to succulent grasses, some flowers, bark, and fruits.  They also consume a few birds 
eggs and insects, although these animal items make up a very small part of the diet. 
-Like other North American marmots (groundhogs and hoary marmots), yellow-bellied marmots are 
true hibernators, entering a burrow or ground den in early fall (late September) and emerging in late 
spring, generally in May.  Marmots spend well over 75% of their time below ground in dens, and over 
half of that is spent hibernating.  Winter (hibernation) dens may be greater than 20 feet deep, while day 
use dens are typically around 3-5 feet deep. 
- Marmots occur across Wyoming, and are most numerous above 6,500 feet and in steep, rocky habitats, 
some of which are timbered and others open.  Yellow-bellied marmots are a common sight in Wyoming. 
- Yellow-bellied marmots are colonial, typically occurring in groups of up to 20 individuals, with one or 
more dominant, breeding males.  Female marmots give birth to 3-6 young as two-year olds.  Male 
young, following weaning, disperse from the colony to seek mates.  Young females typically remain 
within the colony. 

Photo: Lucy Wold, WGFD 
Yellow-bellied marmot 


