
We hope you enjoy reading about the  

adventures of the Green River Region 
personnel as they work to Conserve 
Wildlife and Serve People! 

 

           Special dates and points of interest: 
 

 LEFTOVER DRAW APPLICATION PERIOD JUNE 26—JUNE 30. 

 LEFTOVER DRAW RESULTS JULY 13 

 DON’T HAVE YOUR HUNTER EDUCATION CERTIFICATE? CHECK OUT 

COURSE LISTINGS AT OUR WEBSITE HTTP://WGFD.WYO.GOV 

 LOST YOUR HUNTER EDUCATION CARD? YOU CAN PRINT AS MANY 

COPIES OF YOUR CARD AS YOU WANT, FOR FREE, AT THE WGFD WEB-

SITE. 

 REMEMBER: YOU CAN BUY ALL YOUR HUNTING LICENSES, REQUIRED 

STAMPS AND MANY MORE PRODUCTS AT THE WGFD WEBSITE FROM 

THE COMFORT OF YOUR OWN COMPUTER!  

 PREFERENCE PONTS GO ON SALE JULY 1, 2017. 

  Habitat is where it’s at!                      Willet: Lucy Wold, WGFD                                          June 2017  
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     Wildlife watchers should grab their bin-
oculars and head to Cokeville Meadows 
National Wildlife Refuge! The refuge is    
located at 21616 U.S. Highway 30, south of 
Cokeville, WY. The refuge is open to walk-
ers with a series of parking lots and trails                                   
throughout the wetlands. Limited hunting 
is available in the Fall. For more detailed 
information go to their website http://
www.fws.gov/refuge/cokeville meadows or 
phone 307-279-2800.       

American bittern 

Wilson’s Phalarope 
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~Winter impacts long term~ High water levels still a concern~ River otters sighted~  

     Mountain View Game Warden Allen Deru had 
the opportunity to attend the Advanced Wildlife 
Field Forensics Seminar in Seeley Lake, Montana 
at the first part of the month.  Deru said the semi-
nar was very beneficial and the scenery up there 
was phenomenal.   
     “We did have a cow moose that had been liv-
ing in town most of the Spring and she moved 
out of town to give birth,” Deru said. 
“Unfortunately, a landowner found her dead on 
his land.  She died while trying to give birth, so 
the calf was lost as well. (top photo) This shows 
the lasting effects of a hard winter into May, as 
she was still in very bad body condition.  On a 
happier note, there are plenty of Canada geese 
and new goslings on the waterways near town. I 
have also seen groups of elk that are look-
ing good and enjoying the fresh green grass.”   
     Kemmerer Game Warden Chris Baird reported 
high water has been the highlight of this month. 
“Water was going thru the road on La Barge 
Creek at Miller Creek,” Baird said. (photo second 
from top) “This road is completely washed out in 
several places and no one knows an expected re-
pair time.  Water is also over the road on the 
Hams Fork above Viva Naughton Reservoir, but 
folks are still hauling campers over it. (photo 
third from top) The Green River below Fontenelle 
Dam is also running high. (photo below) I was 
treated to watching a pair of river otters for about 
15 minutes, while they fished and ate below 
Fontenelle dam. “ (photo below, left) 
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~ Compliance good with shed antler regulations~ School’s out for summer~ Black bear hunter~  

      Evanston Game Warden Nick Roberts and 
Cokeville Game Warden Neil Hymas worked with  
other Green River Region game wardens enforcing 
shed antler hunting regulations and winter range 
closures, which ended on May 1st.  “We saw im-
proved compliance with those regulations and 
antler hunters were happy with the results,” Rob-
erts said.” I also spent a few hours talking to ele-
mentary school classes about wildlife and answer-
ing the many questions the children had.“  Shayne 
Walters from Owatonna, Minnesota, discovered 
two adult bull elk that died during the winter.  
“Although Mr. Walters travelled a long ways to 
hunt antlers in Wyoming on the opening day, he 
was excited with his finds and stated that he will 
surely be back next year,” Hymas said.  (left, third 
from top)                     

     Green River black bear hunter Mark McDonald 
harvested his black bear in hunt area 17. (below, 
on the left) Rock Springs Game Warden Andy 
Roosa checked in McDonald’s bear, taking a tooth 
for aging. Congratulations Mark! 

game warden Andy Roosa 
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~Green River Region bids farewell to Rock Springs Game Warden Dave Hays ~ 

     After an interesting and very rewarding 39 years working for the Wyo-
ming Game and Fish Department, Rock Spring Game Warden Dave Hays 
is now ready to retire. 
     Hays, an Iowa native, graduated from University of Wyoming in 1980 
with a Bachelor of Science Degree in Zoology and Wildlife Management. 
Hays began his career with the WGFD in July of 1978 as a temporary la-
borer at Horse Creek Feedgrounds. He transferred to the Laramie Region 
Office in 1978, working various temporary appointments as a check station 
technician, biologist aid, district biologist, and eventually, a game warden 
trainee in Glenrock in 1982. In 1983, after graduating from the Wyoming 
Law Enforcement Academy, Hays was assigned to Alcova to work as a 
watercraft enforcement officer and, later that year, to work in the Chey-
enne Game and Fish Headquarters.  In 1984, Hays was assigned to Doug-

las and served as the district game warden in Converse County for 10 years. Hays transferred to Green 
River in 1994 and to Rock Springs in 1997, where he has been district game warden for the past 20 years.  
     In 1993, Hays received the statewide WGFD Peer Recognition Award and was also named Wildlife 
Officer of the Year by the Wyoming Game Warden Association. 
     “We are all grateful for Dave's service to our state and its wildlife for over three decades,” said Game 
and Fish Chief Game Warden Brian Nesvik. ”He served dutifully to fulfill all of his responsibilities in 
protecting and managing Wyoming wildlife resources.  He is known to be a straight forward game war-
den always willing to provide his input into how Wyoming's wildlife can be managed best.“ 

     “Dave has been around long enough that there aren't many situations that he hasn't dealt with be-
fore,” added Green River Game Warden Andy Roosa.” He is definitely one of the guys that I and other 
game wardens call when we need some advice on how to handle difficult cases and situations. He is al-
ways willing to help out when needed and still puts in as many hours as anyone during the busy sea-
sons. It will be a big loss to the Department and the Green River Region not having his knowledge and 
experience to call on.”  
“Dave was a great neighboring warden; always there when I needed assistance and always ready to 
help,” said Baggs Game Warden Kim Olson. ”Dave was always full of good advice and looked at the 
whole problem. He was a also a great firearms instructor. He will be missed, but he is due for some fun 
and free time!” 
     “From the first day I started this career I would often think to myself, I can’t believe  
I’m getting paid to do this,” Hays said. “After almost four decades, I still have a few of those same re-
flective moments.” Hays shares his life with his two sons, David and Evan, and is moving to Nebraska 
with a fishing pole in one hand and a rifle in the other.  Photos: above, Dave as firearms instructor; be-
low left, Dave investigates an elk poaching case near Rock Springs and (right) assists with a collared 
mule deer release on Little Mountain. 
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~ Welcome game warden Levi Wood~ Wear it Wyoming! 

      Green River Region welcomed new game warden Levi 
Wood. Levi grew up in Cheyenne and is a graduate of 
Central High school. Wood attended the University of 
Wyoming and received a Bachelors in Wildlife and Fisher-
ies Biology and Management in 2013. After leaving UW he 
moved to south Texas for a year to work with white-tailed 
deer. In 2014, Wood returned to Wyoming and took a posi-
tion with the University of Wyoming COOP Unit working 
with songbirds in the gas and oil fields in Pinedale for 10 
months. Wood then went to work with the WGFD Laramie 
Region fisheries crew for two consecutive summers and 
worked two winters as the Laramie Region Hunt Manage-
ment Coordinator. Wood says when he gets any free time 
he likes to hunt and fish as much as he can and he also 
plays ice hockey. Welcome Levi!  

Levi checking anglers on Flaming Gorge. (top photo, on the 
right) Levi and fellow game warden Rob Shipe will be 
working the Gorge and other area waters up until hunting 
season. (photos left and below) 
 

     Enforcement Happenings 
    There are unsolved poaching cases  in the Green River Region. 
If you have any information about any wildlife violation please 
contact your local game warden or the STOP Poaching Hotline 
at: 
  1-877-WGFD-TIP (1-877-943-3847 ) 

You can also report a wildlife violation at the WGFD  
website http://wgfd.wyo.gov   
Text keyword WGFD and message toTIP411         
1-307-777-4330         



~Arctic grayling stocked in southwest Wyoming~ Gill netting completed on Gorge~ 

   The Wyoming Game and Fish Department stocked 
Arctic Grayling in the following ponds in southwest 
Wyoming: Kemmerer Community Pond, Lower UP 
Ice Pond (Evanston), Rock Springs Pond, Mountain 
View Pond, Sweetwater Kids Pond (Jamestown), and 
Murray Reservoir (southwest of Mountain View). 
     “This is a great opportunity for anglers to catch a 
unique fish and we were excited to stock them into 
waters, not only in Pinedale, but across the state just 
in time for free fishing day and many kid fishing 
events,” said Guy Campbell, Game and Fish Assistant 
Fish Culture Supervisor . “These fish are already 11 to 
14 inches in size, so anglers can easily catch them on 

spinners, baits and small flies.” 
     These Arctic Grayling were transplanted from Meadow Lake outside of Pinedale, a water that Game 
and Fish uses to maintain its wild brood population.  Darren Rhea, Pinedale Fisheries Biologist, has been 
monitoring the grayling population for several years.  “We are trying to maintain the Meadow Lake gray-
ling population around 7,000 fish,” Rhea said.” Over the last few years the population has doubled in size. 
The population needed to be reduced, which provided an opportunity to transplant 11 to 14 inch grayling 
to several waters throughout the state.”                                                      
     Because this brood stock and water source is certified pathogen-free, similar to our hatcheries, we were 
able to transplant these adult fish in community fisheries across the state,” adds Campbell. “This created a 
more diverse fishing opportunity in communities of Southwest Wyoming.” 
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     The annual gill netting fish population 
surveys were completed on Flaming Gorge 
Reservoir by Green River Fisheries John 
Walrath and fisheries technicians Jessica 
Dugan and Tommy Hill. (photo left, top 
and bottom) Many large lake trout were 
netted and released after each fish was 
weighed, measured and their stomach con-
tents flushed out to determine what their 
food preferences are and then released 
back into the Gorge. Gill netting can help 
fisheries biologists like Walrath collect 
valuable, long term data about the popula-
tion trends in the Gorge. 
     Green River Fisheries Biologist Troy 
Laughlin and his crew also conducted gill 
netting surveys on Fontenelle Reservoir. 
Laughlin was assisted by (next page)  
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~ Gill netting completed on Fontenelle Reservoirs~ Thanks volunteers! 

Green River Aquatic Habitat Biologist Kevin Spence, game 
warden Rob Shipe, fisheries technician Tommy Hill and 
Green River Information and Education Specialist Lucy 
Wold, along with some volunteers from Rock Springs. The 
three volunteers are all retired school teachers from what 
used to be White Mountain Junior High. They are also fishing 
buddies. Thanks to volunteers Nick Bedard, Ron Taylor and 
Oscar Erickson. 
     As of early June, the water levels began to come up on 
Fontenelle, finally. Several cubic feet of water has been let 
through the dam carefully by the Bureau of Reclamation each 
day in response to the heavy snowpack runoff.      

Captains John Walrath 
above, center, and Troy 
Laughlin, above. 
 
Kevin Spence and volun-
teers, right. 

Rob Shipe and Tommy Hill 

Hill and Laughlin record 
fish species, weights and 
measurements.  
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~Aquatic invasive Species Training and Education~ 

     Green River Aquatic Invasive Species Coordi-
nator Wes Gordon provided training to WGFD 
employees on how to inspect watercraft for inva-
sive zebra and quagga mussels and how to decon-
taminate watercraft suspected of harboring inva-
sive species. (photos left, top) Watercraft users 
should plan ahead a few extra minutes at boat 
ramps and ports of entry to have their watercraft 
inspected. Please make sure to also buy the 
Aquatic Invasive Species (AIS) Decal to place on 
your watercraft in addition to watercraft registra-
tion (motorized boats). 
     A complete list of watercraft inspectors can be 
found at the WGFD website wgfd.wyo.gov. in ad-
dition to detailed information about Wyoming’s 
AIS Program. 
     Evanston AIS Coordinator Jessica Murray and 
AIS Technicians  Drew Zech and Judy Steinau 
conducted AIS educational programs in Evanston 
for area children.  (photos below)  

Above photo shows zebra mussels 
attached to a rock and a Wyoming 
seal given upon completion of a 
watercraft inspection. These mus-
sels have destroyed waters in 
neighboring states and the WGFD 
reminds boaters to Clean, Drain, 
and Dry watercraft after each use. 
Evanston students built their own 
“aquatic invader” to learn how 
these species are highly adaptable. 

Wes Gordon (left) and 
Jessica Murray 
(below) 
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~Wyoming Outdoor Weekend for kids~ WOW! 

     Green River Region Information and Educa-
tion Specialist Lucy Wold and Wyoming Wildlife 
Magazine Assistant Editor Jeff Obrecht (photo 
left) participated in the WOW weekend in Lan-
der. Students from the Lander area participated 
in several outdoor and indoor events to learn 
more about wildlife, nature, and outdoor recrea-
tion. At this station, students became migrating 
birds coming back to Wyoming from Central and 
South America and faced many hazards along the 
way. The Flying Wild activity Migration Head-
aches helps students learn about the many limit-
ing factors birds encounter when they migrate.  
Photos: Justin Joiner, WGFD   
     Students from Camp Peak in Savery, WY     
enjoyed doing Project WILD Lunch for a Bear to 
learn more about bear ecology and conservation 
with Lucy Wold. (photos below, right) Cokeville 
Game Warden Neil Hymas led local school kids 
in the Project Learning Tree activity Birds n 
Worms on their last day of school. (bottom, left) 

Jeff Obrecht gives 
the migratory 
bird obstacle 
course a dry run, 
surviving the “oil 
spill” and “power 
lines”. 



Office Managers Sheila Deinhardt (left) and Regina 
Dickson (right) have been busy registering watercraft, 
selling AIS decals, and answering questions about the 
upcoming leftover license draw application process. 
They are holding up life jackets reminding everyone 
about the safe boating slogan Wear it Wyoming!  
 

http://wgfd.wyo.gov                                                                
Office Phone: 307-875-3223 

Office Fax: 307-875-3242 
Toll Free In-State 1-800-843-8096 

~Critter Spotlight~ 
White-faced ibis    

By Mark Zornes a.k.a.  Leopold 
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Conserving Wildlife-Serving People 
  
We are on the web! http://wgfd.wyo.gov                                                               stay connected      

 A medium-sized, long-legged marsh bird, white-faced ibis are a fairly common species in southwest-
ern Wyoming, particularly during both spring and fall migration.  Hundreds can be seen seasonally 
in the Hams Fork and Bear River drainages and northward into the Snake River drainage.  Cokeville 
Meadows National Wildlife Refuge is a great location to see this species from late May through    
August. 

 This dark, cinnamon-colored and iridescent bird with a long, decurved bill, has a white outline 
around its beak and eyes, leading to its name. This species is closely related to the similarly colored 
glossy ibis of the eastern US, which has no white facial border. 

 White-faced ibis are summer residents of Wyoming, and migrate to the southwest US and Mexico to 
winter.  Some populations of this bird occur as far south as Argentina and Brazil. 

 White-faced ibis feed primarily on aquatic invertebrates, such as insects and crustaceans, which it 
locates by probing with its long bill.  They occasionally eat small fishes and amphibians, as well. 

 White-faced ibis are colony nesters and construct their nest of cattails or bulrushes within dense 
marsh habitats, shrubs or low trees.  They lay three to four eggs, which are typically blue-green in 
coloration. Young hatch in 20-22 days and can usually fly by five weeks.  Up to about three weeks of 
age, young are fed within the nest by both parents.   

Photos: Lucy Wold, WGFD  
White-faced ibis at Cokeville Meadows National Wildlife Refuge  


