
We hope you enjoy reading 
about the  adventures of 
the Green River Region 
personnel as they work to 
Conserve Wildlife and 
Serve People! 

 

           Special dates and points of interest: 
 
 2017 HUNTING SEASON OPEN HOUSES MARCH 16-28 AND FINAL PUBLIC 

MEETING MARCH 29, 2017 AT GREEN RIVER REGION OFFICE. 

 REGISTRATION PERIOD FOR NEW BLACK BEAR BAIT SITES BEGINS APRIL 3.  

 DON’T HAVE YOUR HUNTER EDUCATION CERTIFICATE? CHECK OUT COURSE 

LISTINGS AT OUR WEBSITE HTTP://WGFD.WYO.GOV 

 LOST YOUR HUNTER EDUCATION CARD? YOU CAN PRINT AS MANY COPIES OF YOUR 

CARD AS YOU WANT, FOR FREE, AT THE WGFD WEBSITE. 

 REMEMBER: YOU CAN BUY ALL YOUR HUNTING LICENSES, REQUIRED STAMPS AND 

MANY MORE PRODUCTS AT THE WGFD WEBSITE FROM THE COMFORT OF YOUR OWN 

COMPUTER!  

 PREFERENCE PONTS GO ON SALE JULY 1, 2017. 

  Habitat is where it’s at!                   Sharp-shinned hawk, Neil Hymas photo                 March 2017  

Page 1 

     Kemmerer Game Warden Chris 
Baird took this photo of two doe ante-
lope stuck side by side in this gate. “At 
the end of February, the snow setting 
up allowed for a lot of movement of 
animals,” Baird said. We saw an in-
crease in fence mortalities because of 
all the movement.” Baird was able to 
cut the wire and free these antelope.                           

     As of this writing, the snow has     
melted off in many areas around the 
region and milder temperatures have 
returned. 
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~Moose damage in Kemmerer~ Lots of snow on top 0f the LaBarge Patrol Cabin~ 

Kemmerer Game Warden Chris Baird 
took this photo of a stack yard on the 
Hams Fork River. “The snow has set 
up really hard and most everything 
can walk on the crust,” Baird 
said.”There is enough snow on the 
river and only the tallest willows are 
exposed. These ‘ladies’ were taking 
advantage of conditions that let them 
walk right over an eight-foot fence. 
Baird and Evanston Game Warden 
Nick Roberts cleared the snow off the 
roof of the LaBarge Patrol Cabin and 
Baird reported there was at least six 
feet of snow on the roof! 

WGFD Large carnivore biologists Justin Clapp, 
Zach Turnbull, Mike Boyce, Luke Ellsbury and 
Sam Stephens assisted with clean up, after a 
winter storm dumped up to 20 inches in Green 
River and surrounding areas on February 23.    
A huge thanks to those guys! 
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~Winter-kill big game animals near Evanston~ Bald eagle on the hunt near Mountain View ~ 

     In late February and early March, Evanston Game 
Warden Nick Roberts responded to many reports of 
wildlife dying near residences and haystacks, as well 
as animals being hit by vehicles and trains. Roberts 
and Mountain View Game Warden Allen Deru also 
helped fix stackyards that were being damaged by 
wildlife. On a brighter note, Deru was able to photo-
graph a bald eagle.  (below, right) 

Deru said this bald eagle would not leave a 
road-killed carcass.  “The birds seem to be the 
only animals happy with this winter,” Deru 
said.   
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~Winter update in Cokeville ~ Game Wardens work together to free tangled bull elk ~ 

     Cokeville Game Warden Neil Hymas said the  
winter in the Cokeville area continued to challenge 
wildlife during February and early March. “Several 
herds of elk wintered on the south slopes along US 
Highway 30 in the Nugget Canyon and Boulder 
Ridge areas between Cokeville and Kemmerer,” 
Hymas said.                                                                    

     Over 300 elk were moved away from several 
livestock feedlines and Highway 30 and enjoy the 
hay near Antelope Creek south of Cokeville. (photo 
top, left) A bull elk is caught in the twine as he 
feeds on a large hay bale in the Bear River valley 
north of Sage Junction.  The rancher called the De-
partment for assistance in setting the bull free. 
Kemmerer Game Warden Chris Baird fired a tran-
quilizing dart into the bull elk in an effort to free 
the bull from the twine of the hay bale.  The effort 
was successful. 

     As the elk and mule deer faced the winter chal-
lenges of survival daily, many wildlife watchers 
took advantage of the harsh winter to observe big 
game animals enduring the weather from their ve-
hicles along the highway. Smaller numbers of mule 
deer and antelope also took advantage of the feed 
during colder days. 

     Severe winters usually claim the young of the 
year in greater numbers because they have not had 
the opportunity to store large reserves of body fat.  
Long and cold winters take their toll on all wildlife, 
however and many adults also succumb to the 
harsh weather.  Any animals that are old, have inju-
ries, or are in poor body shape are at higher risk.  
At this time, big game animals come in closer con-
tact with human activities, which add additional 
dangers. Many animals are hit on roads and rail-
road tracks, caught in fences, and other hazards. 
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~ Cool hawk action~ Winter harshness near Fontenelle Reservoir and Kemmerer ~ Elk on feedlines~ 

     Warden Hymas was able to photograph this sharp
-shinned hawk (left) enjoying the bird feeder this 
winter at the Cokeville Warden Station, as he ob-
serves the bird activity from a nearby pine. Sharp-
shinned hawks are designed to quickly maneuver in 
forested areas to catch small birds and mammals.                                             

     Kemmerer Game Warden Chris Baird said,     
“Throughout much of January and February, many 
GR wildlife employees and livestock producers en-
deavored to move elk from ranches on Fontenelle Cr. 
into the Slate Cr. winter range. Nearly all the large 
groups of elk in the South La Barge winter range 
complex moved into Dry and Holden Hollows, 
which terminate in Fontenelle Cr. right in the middle 
of multiple cattle feeding operations. “                           

     “Over this period I would estimate we moved 
over 800 elk into Slate Creek,” Baird said. “This is a 
tricky chore, as the elk do not want to go where we 
want them to, and sneaking around them in the wee 
hours of the morning to then try to herd them across 
several fences and the thick willows on the creek was 
challenging, to say the least. But persevering through 
multiple failed attempts in the dark and cold proved 
fruitful. Once we were able to get the elk south of 
these ranches they have not returned. And better yet, 
I would estimate 200-400 of these elk continued 
across HWY 189 and the reservoir/river into the    
Little Colorado dessert where they will have a peace-
ful place to wait out the rest of this tough winter.     

Baird Photo: elk on Fontenelle Reservoir ice 

Baird Photo: dead elk removed from haystack 

Baird photo: Winter-killed calf elk  



~2017 Hunting Season  Meetings ~ Sierra Madre Elk Herd meeting~ Wyo Range mule deer research~ 

     Wildlife managers with the Green River Region 
of the Wyoming Game and Fish Department will be 
presenting the proposed 2017 hunting seasons and 
they want your input. 
     There will be five open houses and one final pub-
lic meeting held in southwest Wyoming March 16 
through March 29. Regional wildlife staff is hoping 
to hear from as many sportsmen as possible about 
the draft season proposals and they will be taking 
additional input towards developing 2017 hunting 
season proposals. 
 Open houses will be held at the following 
locations in southwest Wyoming: 
March 16, Baggs, Valley Community Center, 255 
West Osborne, 5 pm 
March 20, Cokeville, Cokeville Town Hall, 110 Pine 
Street, 6 pm 
March 21, Kemmerer, South Lincoln Training and 
Events Center, 215 State Hwy 233, 6 pm 
March 27, Mountain View, School Board Room, 129 
West Second Street, 6 pm 
March 28, Evanston, Uinta County Library, 701 
Main Street, 6 pm 
     The Final Public Information Gathering Meeting 
will be held on Wednesday, March 29, in Green 
River at the Game and Fish Office, beginning at 6 
pm. Written comments will be accepted through 5 
p.m. on Thursday, March 30, at public meetings, or 
by mailing them to Wyoming Game and Fish De-
partment, Regulations, 3030 Energy Lane, Casper, 
WY 82604 or online at http://wgfd.wyo.gov. Copies 
of the proposed regulations are available at the same 
address in accordance with Chapter 1 Regulation 
Governing Access to Public Records. 
     Written comments shall be presented to the Game 
and Fish Commission prior to the public hearing at 
their April 20-21 meeting in Casper at the WCA Re-
gional Training Center, 2220 Bryan Stock Trail. 
     The State of Wyoming supports the Americans 
with Disabilities Act (ADA). Anyone requiring aux-
iliary aids, regarding this Public Notice, should con-
tact the Green River Game and Fish Office at: 1-800-
843-8096.  Every effort will be made for reasonable 
accommodations.  
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Laramie Wildlife Supervisor Rick King (left), 
Baggs Game Warden Kim Olson (next to King), 
Jonathan Lambert and Mike Swaro of Colorado 
Parks and Wildlife discuss elk management in 
the Sierra Madre Elk Herd. Photo: Will Schultz   

GR wildlife personnel assisted UW Wyoming 
researchers continue to retrieve collared mule 
deer data from Wyoming Range mule deer.  GR 
Wildlife Management Coordinator Mark Zor-
nes assisted UW with the Wyoming Range 
Mule Deer Herd research project. (photo above 
and story page 7) 

Cokeville Game Warden Neil Hymas helps UW 
researcher carry mule deer. 

http://wgfd.wyo.gov
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~Wyoming Range Mule Deer research continues~ Shed antlers/horns restriction through April 30~ 

      

Enforcement Happenings 
    There are unsolved poaching cases  in the Green River Region. If 
you have any information about any wildlife violation please con-
tact your local game warden or the STOP Poaching Hotline at: 
  1-877-WGFD-TIP (1-877-943-3847 ) 

You can also report a wildlife violation at the WGFD website 
http://wgfd.wyo.gov   
Text keyword WGFD and message toTIP411         

     A reminder to people who like to collect shed 
antlers or horns: searching for, locating, stock-
piling or processing shed antlers or horns  is 
prohibited on public lands west of the Conti-
nental Divide between Jan. 1 and April 30. State 
lands are also off-limits to shed antler or horn 
gathering. Public lands in the Great Divide Ba-
sin are excluded from the regulation. The regu-
lation has been in effect since 2009.  
     Public lands are defined as federal lands and 
lands owned or administered by the Wyoming 
Game and Fish Commission.  
     The purpose of the regulation is to minimize 
harassment or disturbance of big game animals 
on their winter and spring ranges when animals 
are most vulnerable to stress as well as potential 
displacement to less productive habitats. The 
regulation was made possible by legislation 
(W.S. 23-1-302) passed by the 2009 Wyoming 
Legislature that gave the Game and Fish Com-
mission authority to regulate and control the 
collection of shed antlers and horns of big game 
animals west of the Continental Divide. To 
view a copy of Chapter 61 Collection of Shed 
Antlers and Horns, please go to http://
wgfd.wyo.gov and click on the Hunting/
Regulations tab. 

     “While deer are more stressed this year due to 
winter conditions, researchers and G&F personnel 
proceeded with captures, since this provides us 
with critical data that would be unavailable other-
wise regarding specific affects of winters on body 
condition and reproductive success,” said Mark 
Zornes Green River Wildlife Management Coordi-
nator. “Similar research conducted in other loca-
tions has showed no evidence this short duration 
handling of animals has resulted in increased mor-
tality rates and we will assure efficient handling 
will occur during these ongoing captures schedule 
to take place in the Wyoming Range and Sublette 
Herd near Superior, and in the South Rock Springs 
herd units.” 
     “We are intimately aware of the increased 
stress wildlife are facing this winter, but will pro-
ceed with these captures. While we have deep con-
cerns over winter impacts to all wildlife, the sever-
ity of this winter provides us with a unique oppor-
tunity to better understand specific effects of these 
infrequent winters, and should result in long term 
benefits to these herds.” 

UW Researcher Dr. 
Kevin Monteith 
does an ultrasound 
on a doe mule deer 
during the recent 
Wyo Range Mule 
Deer Herd captures. 

http://wgfd.wyo.gov
http://wgfd.wyo.gov
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~Wyoming Hunter Education ~ Project WILD and Project Learning Tree Workshop ~ 

     Green River Game Warden Andy Roosa, Office Man-
ager Regina Dickson and I&E Specialist Lucy Wold taught 
a hunter education class and certified 22 new students. 
(photos left) Rock Springs Volunteer John Gunyan assisted 
GR Region personnel with the class. Thank you, John!       
     A Project WILD and Project Learning Tree Workshop 
was held in Cheyenne at the WGFD Headquarters. Fifteen 
educators from public schools, state parks, local conserva-
tion district, FE Warren Air Force Base and the Wyoming 
Game and Fish Department spent two days learning how 
to teach students about wildlife and trees. Presenters 
WGFD Ashley Andersen, GR I&E Specialist Lucy Wold, 
Hazel Scharosch of Alcova Elementary School, and Paul 
Sandler from the Laramie County Conservation District 
worked with the 15 educators and each one took home the 
activity guides from each curriculum. Workshop partici-
pants also received one credit towards Professional Teach-
ing Standards Board, STARS credit, and graduate credit 
with the University of Wyoming. The WGFD funded the 
workshop. (photos, below) 

John Gunyan  

I&E Specialist Lucy Wold (right) 

Office manager Regina Dickson 

Game Warden Andy Roosa  
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~Truman Elementary School learns about wildlife ~ 

     Students from Truman Elementary School 
made a visit to the WGFD Green River Region 
Office to learn about moose, bear, and mule 
deer biology and ecology. Green River Region 
Information and Education Specialist Lucy 
Wold used Power Point presentations for each 
species, as well as activities from the Project 
Wild Growing up Wild early childhood cur-
riculum.  Students participated in Lunch for a 
Bear and Oh Deer. They were also treated to 
the story Mooses Come Walking by author 
Arlo Guthrie. Thanks to the wonderful kinder-
garten teachers at Truman Elementary for a 
fun and educational day! 

It is hard to tell who is having more fun; Wold or 
the kids!  



GR Office Managers Sheila Deinhardt (right) 
and Regina Dickson (left) are ready for           
St. Patrick’s Day. Stop in and register your 
new bear bait site, beginning April 3, or regis-
ter your watercraft. Come on Spring!  

http://wgfd.wyo.gov                                                                
Office Phone: 307-875-3223 

Office Fax: 307-875-3242 
Toll Free In-State 1-800-843-8096 

 

~Critter Spotlight~ 
Short-eared owl   

By Mark Zornes a.k.a.  Leopold 
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Conserving Wildlife-Serving People 
  
We are on the web! http://wgfd.wyo.gov                                                               stay connected      

 Wyoming is home to several species of owls, ranging from the very large great grey owl and great 
horned owl, to the diminutive north pygmy owl.  Short-eared owls are somewhat unique among 
Wyoming's owls in that they are a diurnal (active in daylight) owl, occupying open grasslands and 
mixed grassland-shrublands.  Only the very small burrowing owl occurs in these areas and exhib-
its such diurnal behavior. 

 Short-eared owls are also ground nesters, another trait not common among owl species.  The nest 
is typically placed on a slightly higher elevated site in open country, providing both a view of the 
surrounding area and some concealment for the nest.  Clutch size is typically 2 or more, with some 
nests having as many as 11 eggs during very high rodent abundance years. 

 The "ears" on this species, much like the long-eared owl, are simply modified feather tufts, and 
have nothing to do with hearing.  Short-eared owl tufts are so short they are often overlooked.  

 Short-eared owls have a worldwide distribution, larger than any other owl species.  In southwest 
Wyoming, short-eared owls are particularly common in the Seedskadee and Farson areas, and can 
often be observed in eastern Lincoln County.  This bird, due to its habit of soaring very close to the 
ground in search of small rodents, especially voles, can often be mistaken for a female northern 
harrier (marsh hawk) due to hunting behavior, wing-shape, size, and coloration.  

Allen Deru photo 


