
     We hope you enjoy reading about the    
adventures of the Green River Region      
personnel as they work to Conserve Wildlife 
and Serve People! 

 

           Special dates and points of interest: 
 
 APPLICATION PERIOD DEADLINE FOR RESIDENT/NONRESIDENT BIGHORN 

SHEEP. MOOSE, BISON, MOUNTAIN GOAT IS FEBRUARY 28. PREFERENCE 

PONTS GO ON SALE JULY 1, 2017. 

 2017 HUNTING SEASON OPEN HOUSES MARCH 16-28 AND FINAL PUBLIC 

MEETING MARCH 29, 2017 AT GREEN RIVER REGION OFFICE. 

 DON’T HAVE YOUR HUNTER EDUCATION CERTIFICATE? CHECK OUT 

COURSE LISTINGS AT OUR WEBSITE HTTP://WGFD.WYO.GOV 

 LOST YOUR HUNTER EDUCATION CARD? YOU CAN PRINT AS MANY COPIES OF 

YOUR CARD AS YOU WANT, FOR FREE, AT THE WGFD WEBSITE. 

 REMEMBER: YOU CAN BUY ALL YOUR HUNTING LICENSES, REQUIRED STAMPS AND 

MANY MORE PRODUCTS AT THE WGFD WEBSITE FROM THE COMFORT OF YOUR 

OWN COMPUTER! 

  Habitat is where it’s at!                  winter sunset in Baggs, Wyoming                          February 2017  
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   Winter creates challenges for wildlife in many 
ways.  The photo of the Trumpeter swan cygnet 
was taken shortly after a release of the swan by 
Cokeville Game Warden Neil Hymas. The swan 
landed near the Cokeville City park, possibly 
mistaking standing water on the street for a 
pond. Although the swan had a hard time get-
ting airborne, it was fairly mobile in the deep 
snow. Warden Hymas requested assistance 
from local speedsters Nathan Weske and Seth 
Toomer, who promptly captured the swan and 
placed it in a transport cage. After a good warm 
up, the swan was relocated to water having 
submergent vegetation that is used by swans 
wintering in the Cokeville area. 

Cokeville Kids to the Rescue! 

Nathan Weske (left) and Seth Toomer (right)  
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~Winter conditions continue to impact wildlife near Cokeville ~ Happy swan relocation~  

     Winter conditions continue to be challenging for citizens and wildlife in the Cokeville area, according 
to Cokeville Game Warden Neil Hymas. “Emergency feeding of elk began the first week of February in 
the Smiths Fork drainage and the Bear River Valley area,” Hymas said.  “Feeding sites were selected 
based on several factors, including the number of elk that were causing safety hazards on highways, the 
amount of damage and comingling with livestock operations, the options to feed elk in acceptable loca-
tions, and the logistical options to provide hay and labor at those locations. Landowners have assisted 
greatly by allowing use of their property for feeding locations and providing tractors and equipment to 
handle large bales of hay. In some locations, elk were baited or pushed to feeding locations from areas of 
high conflict. A herd of around 200 elk moved to a feed line near Antelope Creek south of Cokeville. 
(photo above) Evanston Game Warden Nick Roberts and volunteer Troy Hymas assisted with moving 
elk away from US Highway 30 and neighboring ranch operations to the Antelope Creek feeding area.  
(photo bottom, left) And the local excitement in Cokeville, the rescue and release of the Trumpeter swan 
cygnet.” (photo bottom, right)   
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~Winter continues to impact wildlife near Farson~ GR game warden takes one for the team~ 

     Green River Game Warden Andy Roosa spent time in the Farson area moving elk away from 
haystacks and livestock in January. (photos, top and bottom left and center) “Normally these elk 
tend to winter further to the north and east, but heavy snow and cold temperatures have pushed 
them further out into areas where they are causing some issues with private land owners,” Roosa 
said. “Unfortunately, I took a spill on my snowmobile while returning to my truck, after one trip 
moving elk away from the irrigation project. I hit a ditch that I didn't see due to flat light on an 
overcast day. I suffered a fractured radius, a dislocated wrist, some bruised ribs and a banged up 
knee in the accident.” Luckily, Roosa was wearing a helmet and was able to drive his snowmobile 
back to his truck and drive to the hospital in Rock Springs for treatment. Roosa’s wrist required 
surgery and some screws to get everything held back in place, but he is heeling up and looking 
forward to getting back into the field as soon as possible. Roosa is thankful for Game Wardens 
Dave Hays and Rob Shipe and everyone else who is filling in during this tough winter in my ab-
sence.” 
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~ Winter in Mountain View~ Short eared owl~ 

      Mountain View Game Warden Allen Deru 
said he was fortunate to not have as much 
snow as the districts surrounding him and the 
animals out towards Cedar Mountain have  
actually had it fairly well. “The Lonetree area 
especially has been melting and has missed a 
few of the large snow storms that hit around 
it,” Deru said 
     “Overall, hunters were very pleased with 
the number elk available in area 106 and many 
elk were harvested. In area 107, a few elk were 
harvested, but they were not forced to be in the 
Henry's Fork Drainage, as the majority of the 
elk were wintering in the Sage Creek Drainage 
where they do not get into haystacks. Hunters 
were a little disappointed with not being able 
to harvest an elk, but seemed to still enjoy the 
opportunity to be out hunting in January. “  
      “I did have a few calls from landowners 
about damage to hay stacks, but these were 
fairly minimal with how much snow was on 
the ground. In most situations,  hunters were 
directed to the elk causing problems and, once 
a couple were harvested, they moved on.  I 
also had two different situations where deer 
were getting into alfalfa hay, but I helped set 
up some temporary fence to keep them out 
and there were no more issues. “ 
     “In late January, I did help get antelope off 
of the I-80 right a way.  Somehow a large 
group of antelope had managed to make it 
over the fence and became entrapped near the 
highway.  With the help of Green River Wild-
life Biologists Patrick Burke, Mountain View 
Wildlife Biologist Jeff Short and Green River 
Game Warden Trainee Rob Shipe we were 
able to get them through a gate in the fence 
and out of harm’s way.”   
      Winter presents unique opportunities to 
photograph wildlife. Deru spotted some buck 
deer that snuck into a pen with a landowners 
calves. (photos, top two) Game wardens rou-
tinely work with landowners to prevent big 
game from causing damage to their property. 
A short eared owl presented itself near the 
town of  Robertson. (photo, bottom) 
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~Winter in Evanston ~ Multiple moose safely relocated ~ 

      Evanston Game Warden Nick Roberts relo-
cated a young cow moose from a rural resi-
dence south of Evanston on Feb 4. “The cow 
was showing aggressive behavior with two 
families that lived nearby,” Roberts said.”She 
charged people on three occasions. I tranquil-
ized her and received some highly appreciated 
help from the Lowham, Hunolt and Brown 
Families. The cow went down in some thick 
willows. The Lowham Family used their tractor 
to plow a path to the edge of the willows where 
we used the Brown's truck with a winch to pull 
her out.” 
     “We then loaded her into my horse trailer 
and hauled her to a more remote location with 
good moose habitat where she is doing well. 
Mountain View Game Warden Allen Deru as-
sisted with the release. I am very thankful to the 
families for their assistance.”  
     “A cow and calf moose pair that was fre-
quenting an elementary school were also relo-
cated after the cow showed some aggressive 
behavior. Officer Deru, Mountain View Wildlife 
biologist Jeff Short and I sedated the cow and 
calf and loaded them into a trailer, with assis-
tance from the Evanston Police Department, 
Wildlife Services Agent Michael Helske and 
several nearby residents. The pair was released 
south of Evanston and are doing well.” 
     The Wyoming Game and Fish Department  
encourages everyone to give moose plenty of 
space when they are encountered. “Most moose 
show a healthy fear of humans and don't ex-
hibit aggressive behavior when given space,” 
Roberts said. “Sedating and relocating moose is 
a dangerous process and can be stressful to the 
moose. Relocation efforts are only used when 
necessary. However, aggressive moose should 
be reported to your local game warden. After 
all is said and done, living with wildlife is what 
makes Wyoming special."   
(more moose photos on page 6) 
 



~ Successful moose relocation ~Wyoming Range Mule Deer Herd meeting~ 

     On Jan. 25, a public meeting was held for those in-
terested in the Wyoming Range Mule Deer Herd. 
(WRMDH) Green River Wildlife Supervisor Todd 
Graham greeted the nearly 20 interested persons at-
tended the meeting to hear presentations from Game 
and Fish personnel. (third photo from top) Mountain 
View Wildlife Biologist Jeff Short explained how cur-
rent research efforts are part of the Wyoming Mule 
Deer Initiative (MDI) and the WRMDH was one of the 
herds identified in the MDI. (photo fourth from top) 
     WGFD Habitat Biologist Cheyenne Stewart pre-
sented habitat information including: basic plant 
phenology, as related to fawn recruitment and sur-
vival, tools that can be used to improve plant vigor 
and habitat and attack the weed problems, current 
WRMDH projects, the time and money that has gone 
into these projects, and the Fontenelle Fire as a natural 
prescription good for wildlife habitat and livestock. 
(photo, bottom) 
     Short also discussed population management, in-
cluding buck:doe and doe: fawn ratios, herd objec-
tives, harvest surveys, population estimates and re-
vised population objective. Short also presented 
Samantha Page Dwinnell’s research findings. 
     “Dwinnell's research involves intense fawn moni-
toring with vaginal implants and collared does and 
fawns, proving fawn survival is extremely impor-
tant,” Short said. “In 2015, we had 58 fawn deer as our 
sample size. Twenty-six died and six were winter 
mortalities (55 % total mortality).  In 2016, we had a 70 
fawn deer sample size, with 39 mortalities, and, so far, 
only two winter mortalities (59% total mortalities). 
Limiting factors in 2015 and 2016 included disease. 
     Many died from disease, malnutrition, accident 
and or physical injury, stillborn and unknown fac-
tors. This research project determined fawn survival 
is steadily declining. Short pointed out to the group 
that the herd does not experience the peaks and de-
clines in the population like it used to, before 1993; 
they don’t rebuild the herd with fawn survival like 
they used to. There has also been intense coyote re-
moval in 2016 as well as an increase in our black bear 
quotas in the area. The Wyoming Game and Fish De-
partment is very thankful to all of the partners! 
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Nixon Helske, son of 
Wildlife Services Agent 
Michael Helske, smiles 
as his dad takes a photo 
of him and a moose in 
the backyard of their 
Evanston home.  
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~ Kemmerer Hunter Education~ Collection of Shed antlers or horns prohibited through April 30~ 

      

Enforcement Happenings 
    There are unsolved poaching cases  in the Green River Region. If 
you have any information about any wildlife violation please contact 
your local game warden or the STOP Poaching Hotline at: 
  1-877-WGFD-TIP (1-877-943-3847 ) 

You can also report a wildlife violation at the WGFD website 
http://wgfd.wyo.gov   
Text keyword WGFD and message toTIP411         
1-307-777-4330         

 

     Southwest Access Yes Coordinator Andy Countryman (top photo) 
assisted volunteer Wyoming Hunter Education Instructor Annemarie 
Albins (photo second from top in the center), Access Yes Technician 
Nicole Reed (photo second from top on the right)  and Green River 
I&E Specialist Lucy Wold (bottom photo) with a hunter education 
class in Kemmerer. During the discussion of survival, the students 
managed to have a little fun with their classmates by participating in 
a layering experiment. (photo third from top)  

     A reminder to people who like to collect shed antlers or horns: 
Shed horn and antler gathering is prohibited on public lands west of 
the Continental Divide between Jan. 1 and April 30. State lands are 
also off-limits to shed antler or horn gathering. Public lands in the 
Great Divide Basin are excluded from the regulation. The regulation 
has been in effect since 2009.  
     Public lands are defined as federal lands and lands owned or ad 
ministered by the Game and Fish Commission.  
     The purpose of the regulation is to minimize harassment or dis-
turbance of big game animals on their winter and spring ranges 
when animals are most vulnerable to stress as well as potential dis-
placement to less productive habitats. The regulation was made pos-
sible by legislation (W.S. 23-1-302) passed by the 2009 Wyoming 
Legislature that gave the Game and Fish Commission authority to 
regulate and control the collection of shed antlers and horns of big 
game animals west of the Continental Divide. To view a copy of 
Chapter 61 Collection of Shed Antlers and Horns, please go to 
http://wgfd.wyo.gov and click on the Hunting/Regulations tab. 

http://wgfd.wyo.gov
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~2017 Burbot Classic Ice Fishing Derby ~ 

Team #29 Bo Egbert, Dustin Egbert and Joe Iliya, 
winners of most burbot caught. 

Team Fisholy Jason Dayton (far left) Diane Olson and 
Jerry Olson and GR Fisheries Supervisor Robert Keith. 
Diane caught a fish that was PIT tagged. 

Team #5 won multiple 
prizes and they are 
left to right: Samuel 
Smith, Aelana Liet-
zau, Jamie Lietzau, 
Josh Trujillo and Tris-
tan Smith 

     Three burbot ice fishing derbies were 
held in southwest Wyoming in January 
and February-Ding the Ling Derby, Burbot 
Bash and the Burbot Classic. There is one 
left in February; Kemmerer Lions Club Ice 
Fishing Derby, February 18 and 19, 2017 on 
Lake Viva Naughton. Anglers may register 
by mail, online, at Kemmerer Kum & Go or 
Hams Fork Station or onsite during the 
event. 
kemmererlionsclubonline@gmail.com 
     Anglers at the 2017 Burbot Classic Ice 
Fishing Derby had a lot of fun and re-
moved a whopping 1,890 burbot from 
Flaming Gorge Reservoir, equating to 2,254 
pounds of the illegally introduced fish. 
There were more than 40 teams from 
around the west and many prizes and cash 
were given to winners in many different 
categories. Some tagged fish were caught, 
but not the insured $10,000.00 fish. There 
were also many sponsors. 
    Burbot in Flaming Gorge Reservoir and 
the Green River drainage are an invasive 
species. Area fisheries biologists are most 
concerned with burbot in the Gorge, as 
burbot compete with anglers for prized 
sport fish like kokanee salmon, smallmouth 
bass, and rainbow trout. Currently, the best 
option for controlling burbot numbers is 
angler harvest. For nearly a decade the 
Game and Fish has been adapting and ad-
justing fishing regulations to give anglers 
more opportunities to harvest burbot from 
Flaming Gorge Reservoir.   
     We encourage anglers to safely take ad-
vantage of ice fishing opportunities and 
remove as many burbot as possible from 
local waters. Every burbot removed from 
local waters is a saving in sport fish like 
kokanee salmon, rainbow trout and small-
mouth bass. While the WGFD does not 
promote any one fishing derby, we greatly 
support any fishing derby that results in a 
large number of burbot being removed 
from our area waters-burbot do not belong 
in the GR Drainage.      

mailto:kemmererlionsclubonline@gmail.com
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~2017 Burbot Classic Ice Fishing Derby ~ 

GR Fisheries Biologist John Walrath (photo, top left) got 
plenty of help with the derby. Access Yes Coordinator 
Andy Countryman assisted (to the right of Walrath) 
WGFD Forensic Laboratory Analysts Kim Frazier and 
Tasha Bauman help UT angler Darrell Webb cut tails off 
of the burbot (photo left, second from top) Lander Fisher-
ies Biologist Paul Gerrity assisted Robb Keith with 
scanning for tags while Aquatic Invasive Species Crew 
Leader Wes Gordon took creel data. (photo above) Green 
River resident and Manager and Owner of The Radio 
Network Al Harris was the MC for the event (photo left 
with microphone) while Rock Springs Chamber of Com-
merce Director Dave Hanks and assistant Dave Freeman 
hand out prizes, as GR Fisheries Biologist John Walrath 
reads off the burbot totals. (photo left, bottom) 



     GR Office Managers Sheila Deinhardt (right) and Regina Dickson (left) pose 
with Valentine goodies and a cane that was passed on to Sheila from coworker 
Tom Christiansen at her 50th birthday celebration February 4.  The temperature 
at the time of this photo shoot was 41 degrees above zero! After many weeks of 
cold and snowy conditions, going outside for a photo shoot without a coat is 
cause for celebration.  

http://wgfd.wyo.gov                                                                
Office Phone: 307-875-3223 

Office Fax: 307-875-3242 
Toll Free In-State 1-800-843-8096 

~Critter Spotlight~ 
Pica   

By Mark Zornes a.k.a.  Leopold 
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Conserving Wildlife-Serving People 
  
We are on the web! http://wgfd.wyo.gov                                                               stay connected      

 In addition to the pygmy rabbit, Wyoming is home to another very small lagomorph, the American 
pika. This small member of the rabbit/hare clan is typically found in high elevation talus habitats in 
most of Wyoming's mountain ranges. 

 Often descriptively referred to as a "rock rabbit" in some locations of Wyoming, the American pika 
is a protected member of that clan, and may NOT be legally hunted. 

 Unlike other lagomorphs, pikas have short ears and do not have lengthened hind legs or hind feet. 

 Tied to rocky, talus slopes at varying elevations in mountainous habitats, American pikas are her-
bivorous and spend the summer "harvesting" the most nutritious grasses and forbs, storing these in 
small "haystacks" for the upcoming winter months.  Pikas do not hibernate.  They construct a den 
site beneath a protective rock, but do not dig a burrow.  

 Pikas are very vocal and make a variety of vocalizations, from alarm calls to mating "songs." 

 Pikas are often found in colonies in talus areas. 

 There is some concern about the impacts of climate change on this species given its tie to higher ele-
vation, cooler habitats with persistent snow. In the Green River region, numerous low altitude colo-
nies of this species are present, far below the elevation typically associated with this species in the 
more southerly portions of its range.  A few of these colonies have been located in relatively flat ar-
eas of boulders under a dense over story of timber. 

 Pikas give birth to an average of 3 young, twice a year, beginning as early as April in lower altitude 
colonies. 


