
We hope you enjoy reading about the 

adventures of the Green River 
Region personnel as they work 

to Conserve Wildlife and Serve People! 

 

           Special dates and points of interest: 
 
 HUNTING SEASONS OPEN INCLUDE, BUT NOT LIMITED TO,  FURBEARER, 

*MOUNTAIN LION, LIMITED QUOTA LATE ELK, AND SMALL GAME.            

* Mountain lion hunters are reminded to call the mountain lion     

mortality quota hotline before going hunting at 1-800-264-1280. 

 DON’T HAVE YOUR HUNTER EDUCATION CERTIFICATE? CHECK OUT 

COURSE LISTINGS AT OUR WEBSITE HTTP://WGFD.WYO.GOV 

 APPLICATION PERIOD OPEN FOR LIMITED QUOTA ELK, DEER, ANTELOPE, 

MOOSE, BIGHORN SHEEP, MOUNTAIN GOAT AND SPING WILD TURKEY. 

 DON’T FORGET TO BUY YOUR 2017 CONSERVATION STAMP AND OR ELK 

MANAGEMENT PERMIT FOR THE NEW YEAR. 

        Habitat is where it’s at!                                                                                                            January 2017 
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     Winter is here in a big way! This winter is shaping up to be a cold 
and snowy one across the state and southwest Wyoming is no excep-
tion. Wildlife managers are assessing the winter weather impacts to 
wildlife in the region. Please avoid adding to wildlife stress and re-
spect their need for space. The photos above and right illustrate the 
recent heavy snowfall dumping on the Green River Region Office. 
     The river otter above couldn’t care less about the ice and frigid 
temperatures. The river otter was spotted feeding on crayfish in the 
Green River at FMC Park by Green River Wildlife Biologist Patrick 
Burke. Green River Information and Education Specialist Lucy Wold 
hurried down there to photograph the river otter. Wold was thrilled. 
The otter was not! Did you know otters snort, hiss and growl? 
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~ Antelope hit on railroad tracks~ Big Game animals on the move to find forage~ 

     Winter conditions have been severe for citizens and 
wildlife in the Cokeville area, according to Cokeville 
Game Warden Neil Hymas. “As of today, the water 
content of the snow pack in the Hams Fork drainage is 
running around 170 percent of average, “ Hymas said. 
“Snow depth and cold temperatures have caused big 
game animals to move in closer proximity to human 
activity, resulting in increased damage to livestock 
operations, increased conflicts with big game animals 
and dogs, fences, deer eating shrubs in yards, and ve-
hicles on roadways.” 
     On Jan. 9, a railroad train struck a herd of antelope 
just north of Sage Junction, as the antelope travelled 
on the railway to avoid the deep snow adjacent to the 
tracks. Warden Hymas was called to check on two an-
telope that were injured by the collision and could not 
move.  When Hymas arrived at the scene, he discov-
ered 21 additional antelope that had been killed by the 
train in that collision.  (Top two photos) 
     “Game wardens are responding to more injured  
animals on roads, railroad tracks, and fences during 
the tough winter conditions,” Hymas said. “The num-
ber of requests for assistance with big game animals 
causing damage to haystacks and livestock feedlines 
increases, as well as other calls, such as a moose that 
refuses to leave a residential area, and becomes ag-
gressive when disturbed, deer that are pruning resi-
dential shrubs, and antelope that are trying to migrate 
across highways and fences that are normally not so 
difficult.”    
       “This is a good time to appreciate the tall “deer 
fence” in Nugget Canyon,” Hymas said “While most 
folks recognize that the fence reduces deer-vehicle col-
lisions in the heavy deer migration corridor, drivers 
have benefited from reducing the odds of hitting an 
elk on the highway recently. (bottom photo) 
     Over the last week of December and the first two 
weeks of January, hundreds of elk have been winter-
ing in the Nugget Canyon and Sage Junction areas 
close to us Highway 30.  Recently elk have been using 
the underpasses to feed along the RR tracks and move 
south across the highway to seek available forage.  
With this extreme amount of elk in the area, the tall 
fence has prevented nearly all elk-vehicle collisions in 
the fenced area. 
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~Winter has animals on the move ~  Wildlife managers continue to monitor winter impacts~ 

      “Three elk were killed north of the fence, even though 
elk numbers there are less than in the Nugget Canyon 
stretch of Highway 30,” Hymas said. ”The amount of deer 
hit in the fenced area is also significantly lower proportion-
ately than areas that do not have a tall Right-of-Way fence. 
This has been a wildlife project that continues to benefit 
both drivers and wintering big game years after the con-
struction of the fence.” (top photo) Amanda McGinnis took 
the photo of the bull elk near their sprinkler line up 
Fontenelle Basin. (second photo from top) 
     A sincere thank you is due to the Wyoming Department 
of Transportation for the construction of the fence and the 
continual effort they put forth to maintain the fence.  
     “While it is still early in the winter, we are monitoring 
big game movements and mortality, as the snow, ice and 
bitter cold temperatures continue to impact area wildlife,” 
Green River Wildlife Management Coordinator Mark   
Zornes said. “People are reminded that wildlife of all    
species are particularly vulnerable during periods of ex-
treme cold and heavy snow loads. Extended periods of sig-
nificantly sub-zero temperatures have occurred in our re-
gion and snowfall amounts exceed 165% of normal across 
the region. Brief warming periods have resulted in some 
snow crusting, which can limit a hoofed animal's ability to 
paw for forage.”   
     “Please give our wildlife a break by keeping your dis-
tance where possible and remember that moving animals 
unnecessarily results in burning fat stores needed for sur-
vival. We are early in this winter and still have months to 
go. By limiting disturbance, wildlife has the best chance to 
make it through this difficult time, despite the cold and 
snow.”                                                                                                  
 Kemmerer Game Warden Chris Baird reported that an-
telope moved onto Highway 189, upwards of more than 
300 in one bunch . (third photo) “Deer also moved into 
Muddy Creek near Fort Hill. (bottom photo) We have up-
wards of 30" of snow in all the valleys above 8000', and elk 
started moving down causing damage and commingling 
concerns. Elk were hit on Highways 30 and 189 in places 
where we seldom observe elk.”                                                                                                          
 Mountain View Wildlife Biologist Jeff Short reported 
the most noteworthy thing was the winter storms that re-
cently hit the region.”Huge amounts of snow piled up and 
the very cold temperatures we had will affect wildlife,” 
Short said. “We did have very mild conditions until late 
December so hopefully that gave the animals a break     
before the bad weather hit.”  
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~ Big and trophy game winter action~ Wintering wildlife about town ~ 

      Mountain View Game Warden Allen Deru photographed 
buck deer in Deer Hunt Area 132 (top two photos) and a 
large group of elk that were on Hickey Mountain. “I also en-
countered a group of approximately 350 elk,” Deru said. 
“There were some issues during the late elk hunts.  I had a 
few over-limit of elk cases, due to hunters accidentally har-
vesting too many elk. I also had one take of the wrong sex, 
where a hunter accidentally harvested a spike. All of the vio-
lations were reported by the hunters and it was nice to see 
them do the right thing by calling in the violations.”   
     “Overall elk hunters seemed to be happy with the hunt,” 
Deru said. “There were elk in areas that were easily accessi-
ble and many hunters harvested elk.  I also checked in a 
young female mountain lion that had been harvested in area 
14 just North of Woodruff Narrows Reservoir. The lion was 
in good shape and was in area that not many people would 
think to look for one.”  
     “Cokeville Game Warden Neil Hymas also checked a 
mountain lion. “I registered a three to four-year old male 
lion taken by Kelli Payne, of Cokeville, on Dec. 29,” Hymas 
said. “The lion was taken in Raymond Canyon with a hand-
gun, and was lion # 10 in our quota for Hunt Area 14. Kelli is 
a licensed taxidermist, whose juvenile son cleans skulls, so I 
suspect mom is going to have to work out a deal for a little 
taxidermy work.” 

Northern flicker 

Fox squirrel 

Cottontail rabbit 

Kelli Payne 

mule deer 
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~ Mule deer meetings postponed due to severe  weather~ Kansas students assist with deer project ~ 

      The public meeting that was supposed to be 
held in Kemmerer to discuss the Wyoming Range 
Mule Deer Herd had to be postponed due to se-
vere winter weather. Several inches of snow, in-
tense winds and frigid temperatures made driv-
ing conditions extremely dangerous across the 
state; Too dangerous to expect anyone to drive to 
Kemmerer. Many roads, highways and Interstate 
80 were closed off and on throughout the week of 
January 9th. US Highway 30 through Diamond-
ville and Kemmerer was an ice skating rink 
(photos top, left) making travel to Cokeville and 
the Idaho border impassable. We will let you 
know when and where those meetings will be 
rescheduled in the next newsletter, so stay tuned. 
     Wildlife also had trouble staying off the roads 
and were killed or injured by vehicles, including 
snow plows. Motorists are advised to stay alert 
and expect wildlife on the roads. (photo center) 
     Students from Emporia State University and 
Kansas State University braved extreme weather 
conditions and traveled to Baggs, Wyoming to 
assist with the mule deer trapping research pro-
ject . (photos left, below) The students, under-
graduate and graduate, are also members of their 
school’s chapter of The Wildlife Society and were 
ready to volunteer and gain hands-on field ex-
perience, in addition to learning more about the 
potential wildlife profession they might embrace.  
      Baggs Wildlife Biologist Tony Mong (photo 
left, bottom in orange hat), Baggs Game Warden 
Kim Olson and Emporia State University Associ-
ate Professor, Department of Biological Services, 
Dr. William E. Jensen worked with the students.  
     “Since this project began six years ago, we 
have had many volunteers, coworkers, and col-
leagues get their hands on these deer and truly 
help manage their own deer,” Mong said. “We 
will be analyzing the data in the coming months 
and putting together migration maps. It has been 
a valuable experience for many people.” 
     The author thanks Emporia State University/
Dustin Michelson for these photos!  More photos 
on page 6 



~ Kansas college students assist with deer research project ~  Learn more about Baggs mule deer ~ 

     Thanks again to Emporia State University student 
and photographer Dustin Michelson for providing these 
photos of the students assisting on the Baggs Mule Deer 
Herd research project in subzero temperatures!  
     After receiving a welcome and instructions from 
Mong (photo left, top) Baggs Game warden Kim Olson 
showed students how to set up the drop net (photo left, 
second from top). Mong took blood samples from each 
deer tagged (third photo down from top). The deer were 
fitted with an ear tag and released. Thanks again to the 
students and their professor Dr. William Jensen for all 
of their help. 
     Hunters who are interested in hunting and mule deer 
issues in the Baggs region can now learn more about 
management of mule deer, without attending a meeting 
in person, by accessing the Wyoming Game and Fish 
Department Green River Regional Office website. 
     In addition to December face-to-face public meetings, 
Mong and Olson held a "virtual" online meeting on    
December 29, specifically for those who were not able to 
make the meeting in person. The presentation used in 
that virtual meeting can be viewed at https://
wgfd.wyo.gov/Regional-Offices/Green-River-Region/
Baggs-Mule-Deer-Working-Group   
     There is also a link to a mule deer survey, as well as 
documents and other information produced by the 
Baggs Mule Deer Working Group. Mong says it is ex-
tremely important they get as much feedback on this 
proposed season as possible so they can gauge the pub-
lic's interest.  
     These efforts are part of the Wyoming Mule Deer Ini-
tiative (MDI). The Wyoming MDI identified specific, 
important mule deer herds to be intensely studied using 
citizen stakeholder input via multiple working groups. 
The Baggs Mule Deer Working Group was a product of 
the initiative.  
     Over the past several years, December public meet-
ings have been a valuable way for the public and the 
Game and Fish to share thoughts, concerns, and ideas 
for upcoming hunting seasons.  Mong and Olson want 
to increase the number of people who can and want to 
provide input in management of their wildlife. Provid-
ing more web-based information options should do just 
that. 
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https://wgfd.wyo.gov/Regional-Offices/Green-River-Region/Baggs-Mule-Deer-Working-Group
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https://wgfd.wyo.gov/Regional-Offices/Green-River-Region/Baggs-Mule-Deer-Working-Group
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~2017 Ice Fishing Derbies to manage invasive burbot ~ 

     The Ding the Ling Ice Fishing Derby was held 
January 7 and 8 on Fontenelle Reservoir. Thanks to 
everyone who participated in the derby. There were 
nearly 60 teams and lots of people; lots of kids won 
cash and prizes. Nobody caught a fish with one of the 
yellow Floy tags, so that $1,000 cash prize will still be 
out there until April. If no one catches fish with a 
Floy Tag by April 1 then that money will roll into 
next year’s cash prize.  
     Anglers were only able to remove about 200 bur-
bot because it was 40 below zero and the burbot were 
not cooperating. There are still two more fishing der-
bies to come: the Burbot Bash January 20 through the 
22 and the Burbot Classic February 3-5, both on Flam-
ing Gorge Reservoir, so keep those ice fishing rods 
and ice augers handy. 
     For more information on the Burbot Bash please 
check out their website at www.burbotbash.com. For 
more information about the Burbot Classic, check out 
their website at www.buckboardmarina.com  
    Burbot in Flaming Gorge Reservoir and the Green 
River drainage are an invasive species. Area fisheries 
biologists are most concerned with burbot in the 
Gorge, as burbot compete with anglers for prized 
sport fish like kokanee salmon, smallmouth bass, and 
rainbow trout. Currently, the best option for control-
ling burbot numbers is angler harvest. For nearly a 
decade the Game and Fish has been adapting and 
adjusting fishing regulations to give anglers more 
opportunities to harvest burbot from Flaming Gorge 
Reservoir.   
     We encourage anglers to safely take advantage of 
ice fishing opportunities and remove as many burbot 
as possible from local waters. Every burbot removed 
from local waters is a saving in sport fish like ko-
kanee salmon, rainbow trout and smallmouth bass. 
      These derbies are sponsored by local groups and 
businesses and your best source of information is to 
call them directly or go to their website. While the 
WGFD does not promote any one fishing derby, we 
greatly support any fishing derby that results in a 
large number of burbot being removed from our area 
waters-burbot does not belong in the GR Drainage.      

(photo, top left)  Green River Fisheries Super-
visor Robb Keith (left) and GR Fisheries Bi-
ologist Troy Laughlin (right) scan the burbot 
for PIT and FLOY Tags. Volunteer Cliff Pabst 
fills out angler data sheet. (top right photo- 
Pabst is on the left in camo) Graham Team 
catches the only burbot caught with a PIT tag. 
(center) Many children won cash prizes for 
their burbot. 

http://www.burbotbash.com
http://www.buckboardmarina.com
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~ Evanston elk hunting violations~ Follow up your shots~ Admit mistakes~ Use good optics~ 

      

Enforcement Happenings 
    There are unsolved poaching cases  in the Green River 
Region. If you have any information about any wildlife 
violation please contact your local game warden or the 
STOP Poaching Hotline at: 
  1-877-WGFD-TIP (1-877-943-3847 ) 

You can also report a wildlife violation at the 
WGFD website http://wgfd.wyo.gov   
Text keyword WGFD and message toTIP411         
1-307-777-4330         

 

     Evanston Game Warden Nick Roberts said the first day of December turned into a memorable day 
him. “The night prior, I received a call that someone had harvested a bull elk on private property with-
out permission,” Roberts said. “Upon arriving at the general location of the bull, I contacted a nearby 
landowner who suspected a hunter in an ATV had just shot at a herd of elk on his property. I knew that 
the ATV hunter would eventually be coming back through, so I returned to investigating the bull elk 
trespass call. While searching for the bull elk carcass, I located a dead cow elk that was not recovered. 
(photo above, left)  
     “The cow appeared to have died recently and I suspected that the cow was possibly shot with the 
bull,” Roberts said. “I was able to remove a bullet from the cow and then located the carcass of the bull 
elk nearby. Shortly thereafter, the ATV hunter came driving back through and stated that he was head-
ing back home for the morning. Upon further questioning, the hunter admitted that he took three shots 
from the county road at a herd of elk crossing the county road. We returned to the location where the 
elk crossed the road and found a dead cow elk laying just out of sight in the sagebrush. I helped the 
hunter recover the cow elk and spent the rest of the day making phone calls and trying to piece to-
gether who killed the bull and other cow elk.” 
     “The next morning, I received a call from a professional guide who stated that his hunter killed the 
bull several days prior,” Roberts said.”I interviewed the hunter who admitted to shooting multiple 
times at a running herd and accidentally killing the bull on his cow license. I was able to match the bul-
let from the cow elk back to the same hunter. All in all, that morning led to one citation and one warn-
ing for shooting from a road, one citation for taking an over limit of elk, one citation for shooting the 
wrong sex elk and one citation for a professional guide failing to report a violation. Take home mes-
sages and lessons to be learned: follow up your shots and take responsibility for your mistakes. Using 
good optics is a must. (photo above, right) 
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~ Southwest Access Yes enforcement news~ Please pick up spent bailing twine~ 

   Southwest Access Yes Coordinator Andy Country-
man, contacted Timothy Haws while he was elk hunt-
ing with his resident general elk license on the Red 
Dugway Road in Uinta County. Mr. Haws stated he 
lived in Lyman, Wyoming. However, during Country-
man’s contact with Mr. Haws, several concerns led him 
to investigate further into his Mr. Haws’ residency 
status. 
     “Mr. Haws had been residing in Washington, Utah 
with his wife and at least one child while making false 
statements to obtain Wyoming resident hunting and 
fishing licenses from 2011- 2015,” Countryman said. 
“Twenty false statement violations were detected. Utah 
and Florida both verified Mr. Haws’ purchasing resi-
dent hunting and fishing licenses in their states during 
those years also.” 
     “The case was finalized on December 8th, 2016,” 
Countryman said. “Haws pled guilty to five counts of 
false swearing to obtain resident Wyoming hunting/
fishing licenses from the years 2011-2015. The Uinta 
County court sentenced Haws to pay $10,880 in fines 
and restitution and he will have to serve five consecu-
tive days in the Uinta County Detention Center. Also, 
he will have all Game and Fish license privileges sus-
pended for 10 years and will be entered into the Wild-
life Violator Compact agreement of at least 44 states.” 

     On December 29, Countryman and Ac-
cess Yes Technician Nicole Reed received a 
call about a deer that an Evanston resident 
believed had been attacked and killed in a 
field next to his driveway.  
    When they arrived, it was clear there had 
been some kind of coyote activity and the 
buck mule deer was barely alive. After  dis-
patching the buck, they were able to get a 
closer look at the buck and discovered a 
blue piece of hay twine wrapped around the 
buck’s antlers, chest, and around one of its 
front legs.  
     “Due the nature of the twine being 
around the buck’s chest, it prevented him 
from running or picking his head up very 
high,” Countryman said. “It presented a 
weakness to the coyotes and they fed on 
both rear quarters causing major blood loss 
and trauma for the deer. Normal human 
activity such as feeding livestock can        
become deadly to wildlife if precautions are 
not taken. Properly disposing of the hay 
twine would have most likely prevented 
this unfortunate incident. “  (photo right) 

Access Yes Coordinator Andy Countryman 
checking a hunter on a Walk In Access Area. 



     GR Office Managers Sheila Deinhardt (right) and Regina Dickson (left) 
pose in a snowstorm that hit the region January 4. Several inches of snow 
fell across the state. January began with a cold and wintery start. Stop in 
and buy your fishing license or Conservation Stamp, as ice fishing has 
picked up around the region. Throw your survival gear in the car and keep 
one in your day pack, too. You just never know! 
 

http://wgfd.wyo.gov                                                                
Office Phone: 307-875-3223 

Office Fax: 307-875-3242 
Toll Free In-State 1-800-843-8096 

~Critter Spotlight~ 
Horned Lark   

By Mark Zornes a.k.a.  Leopold 
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Conserving Wildlife-Serving People 
  
We are on the web! http://wgfd.wyo.gov                                                               stay connected      

 A small, nondescript songbird of open country sparse vegetation, the horned lark is an abundant and 
regularly observed bird across Wyoming and much of North America. 

 This bird receives its name for the pair of modified feather tufts on its crown resembling black 
horns. Males (especially during breeding) possess striking bold black facial markings, highlighted with 
white and yellow. Females are more cryptically-colored to facilitate safer nesting and young rearing. 

 This species has a unique behavior during nest construction, where the female constructs a small 
"paved area" of small stones and other debris around the nest cup, located on the ground. The reason 
for this behavior is not understood, but may relate to evading predation. The female lays two to five 
eggs per nest attempt and may have up to three broods per summer. 

 Horned larks feed primarily on seeds, supplementing their diets with small insects. Like many birds 
species, the diets of dependent young horned larks is primarily insects, a great source of protein for 
growing birds. 

 This diminutive and seemingly frail species, is one tough customer, remaining within Wyoming's bor-
ders despite the worst winter conditions, unlike our "state bird" the western meadowlark, which flees 
our borders when times get tough. Horned larks can often be observed within habitats buried by deep, 
drifted snow cover, leading the observer to question where they are locating anything to eat. They seem 
to thrive despite arctic-like conditions and fierce winds.      

A flock of horned larks searches 
for food on County Road 37 near 
Green River. (above and right) 


