
We hope you enjoy reading about the 
adventures of the Green River Region 
personnel as they work to Conserve 
Wildlife and Serve People! 

 

           Special dates and points of interest: 
 PUBLIC MEETING TO DISCUSS 2016 HUNTING SEASONS AND GATHER INPUT 

FOR 2017 HUNTING SEASONS: BAGGS, DECEMBER 22, 6 PM, VALLEY   

COMMUNITY CENTER. 

 MEETING TO PRESENT WYOMING RANGE MULE DEER INFORMATION:   

KEMMERER, JANUARY 9, 6 PM, SOUTH LINCOLN TRAINING AND EVENTS 

CENTER. 

 HUNTING SEASONS OPEN INCLUDE , BUT NOT LIMITED TO,  FURBEARER, 

WATERFOWL, MOUNTAIN LION, LIMITED QUOTA LATE ELK, AND SMALL 

GAME. 

 DON’T HAVE YOUR HUNTER EDUCATION CERTIFICATE? CHECK OUT COURSE 

LISTINGS AT OUR WEBSITE HTTP://WGFD.WYO.GOV 

 HARVEST INFORMATION PROGRAM (HIP) PERMITS ARE FREE, BUT THEY ARE 

ONLY AVAILABLE ONLINE AT THE WGFD WEBSITE. 

 FON’T FORGET TO BUY YOUR 2017 CONSERVATION STAMP AND OR ELK 

MANAGEMENT PERMIT FOR THE NEW YEAR. 

        Habitat is where it’s at!                    Neil Hymas photo above                                                 December 2016 
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     Kyle Stenberg, owner and operator of Yarak 
Aviation, gets ready to take off from Fontenelle 
Reservoir Campground. Stenberg has been fly-
ing helicopters for many years, but has recently 
started flying wildlife surveys for the Wyoming 
Game and Fish Department. Mountain View 
Wildlife Biologist Jeff Short flew with Stenberg 
and other G&F Green River region personnel 
conducting annual deer classifications. Short 
sets way-points on the GPS and records the 
species and number of wildlife using a mechani-
cal multi-place tally counter.    
See more photos on page 5.   



Page  2 

~Wyoming Range Mule Deer Capture Research Continues~ December starts out cold and snowy~ 

     Research biologists and students from the Univer-
sity of Wyoming Cooperative Fish and Wildlife Re-
search Unit, along with  WGFD Green River and Jack-
son/Pinedale personnel captured and collected data 
from collared mule deer in the Wyoming Range Mule 
Deer Herd (WRMDH). Mule deer capturing opera-
tions in the Wyoming Range herd began in March 
2013. Originally, thirty-five doe deer were captured on 
the Labarge/Big Piney winter range complex and 35 
more were captured on winter ranges between Kem-
merer and Evanston. These deer were recaptured that 
December 13-15 and the data from their collars was 
downloaded.  Capture and collaring work in this herd 
has continued ever since. 
     There has been substantial debate regarding 
whether or not the population objective for the 
WRMDH is still feasible under current conditions. 
This research project will allow biologists to focus on 
where this mule deer population is now relative to cur-
rent habitat conditions and find ways we can help 
mule deer populations recover to desired levels. 
     Cokeville Game Warden Neil Hymas was there to 
assist with the collaring. Hymas also took photos and 
we are thankful to him for doing that. WGFD James 
Hobbs, Nick Roberts, and Gary Fralick also assisted.  
The weather was very cold and snowy that day and 
these researchers were still able to finish the deer cap-
ture project for this herd.  
     Most of these photos were taken in Collett Creek, 
south of Nugget Canyon, or north of Cokeville along 
the bottom of Raymond Mountain. Several ranchers 
graciously gave us permission to land and process 
deer on their ranches: Al and Shirley Thoman-Nugget 
Canyon, Ernie and Karen Thornock-Pine Creek, Hal 
and Beverly Cornia-north of Cokeville, Scott and 
Diane Nieslanik-north of Cokeville and Chris Ester-
holdt- Border Junction north of Cokeville. 

Photos top to bottom: Capture crew with helicopter 
company Native Range heads out to capture mule deer 
while a snowstorm moves in; Project Leader Samantha 
Page Dwinnell gets ready to work up deer as the heli-
copter lowers one to the ground; UW wildlife students 
and Thayne Wildlife Biologist Gary Fralick (green coat) 
carries a deer to the staging area and WGFD game war-
den James Hobbs and UW wildlife student Katie Sue 
Huggler release a doe deer with a collar. 
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~Red Desert Deer Herd Research Continues~ Loon rescue ~   

      Research biologists and students from the University of Wyoming 
Cooperative Fish and Wildlife Research Unit, along with Green River 
Wildlife Biologist Patrick Burke, recaptured mule deer near Superior, 
WY; some of which have been carrying collars since March of 2014.  
“The location data collected by the collars, along with body fat and 
pregnancy information from the collared does, is being used to moni-
tor the deer herd’s migratory patterns,” Burke said. “Currently there 
are 40 GPS collars out on doe mule deer in the area split between short  
distance migrants that stay in the Leucite Hills north of  Superior area 
year round, medium distance migrants that summer in the southern 
Wind River Range, and long distance migrants that migrate as far as 
the Hoback Basin to summer. This migration between the Leucite Hills 
near Superior and the Hoback Basin north of Pinedale is the longest 
known mule deer migration anywhere, and one of the longest land 
mammal migrations in North America.”        

Green River Wildlife Biologist Patrick Burke 

UW Researcher Dr. Kevin Monteith  

UW Researcher Dr. Matt Kauffman (left) 

Rock Springs Game Warden Dave 
Hays picked up a stranded loon 
from a residence in Rock Springs. 
The bird landed in a yard and, be-
cause their feet are located far back 
on their body, the loon could not 
walk. Loons are swimmers. Hays 
found some open water and let the 
loon free.  
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~ Remember to review trapping regulations ~ Big game winter range action~  

     Evanston Game Warden Nick Roberts took ad-
vantage of slow elk hunting in early November to 
check trapping compliance. “While most trappers 
were following regulations, I issued one citation for 
failure to check leg hold traps within 72 hours, one 
citation for trapping without a license, two citations 
for using game animals as bait, and one verbal 
warning for setting untagged snares,” Roberts said. 
“I also spent a significant amount of time contacting 
folks out on deer winter ranges, where I photo-
graphed this unique deer.” (photos left, top) 
    Mountain View Game Warden Allen Deru said 
November was a busy month.“I checked a lot of elk 
hunters for the last two weeks of the general hunt, 
but the elk hunting was pretty tough with the lack of 
snow,” Deru said. “The Type-4 hunters had better 
luck with a little more snow to push some elk down 
here at the end of the month.”   
     “Warden Roberts and I spent a significant 
amount of time on big game winter range patrol. 
The last few moose hunters with area 27 moose tags 
were happy to finally see a few moose  come down 
lower into Wyoming.  Many of them harvested bulls 
the last weekend of the hunt, but seemed to be very 
happy with their hunt overall.  I took a couple of 
pictures of some of the smaller bull moose I saw 
throughout the month. “ (photos left, bottom;    
Roberts on horseback, below)  
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~ 2016 Mule Deer Classifications~ 

     Green River personnel are conducting 
deer classifications in December. Classifi-
cation counts are how the G&F estimates 
the number of fawns and bucks in the 
herd and it can be done more efficiently 
from a helicopter. By using the deer fawn 

ratios, managers can monitor how fast a 
population is growing or perhaps de-
creasing. The number of bucks tells man-
agers how the herds are holding up to 
our current hunting pressure and har-
vest. 
     Managers look at the # of yearling 
bucks in the herd as a measure of how 
fawns from last year faired over the past 
winter. Weather plays a big part in how 
big game animals survive the winter. We 
could see an above average winter mor-
tality of mule deer if this winter turns out 
to be very cold and with heavy snowfall. 
We will know more about how many ani-
mals were lost in the spring, when we 
conduct deer mortality surveys. 
. 

Many other game species are spotted from the 
helicopter surveys besides deer. Coyotes, 
golden eagles, elk, pronghorn antelope, and 
moose are also documented.  





Page 7 

~ Southwest Access Yes Landowner of the Year  for southwest~ Black Bear Public Meeting~ 

   Southwest Access Yes Coordinator 
Andy Countryman, Director of WY 
Dept. of Agriculture Doug Miyamoto, 
WGFD Director Scott Talbott, Kath-
leen and Ray Weber, G&F Commis-
sion President Carrie Little and WY 
Dept. of Agriculture Board President 
Kendall Roberts at the annual Land-
owner of the Year access award cere-
mony in Casper.   
    Trophy Game Biologist Dan Bjornlie 
(photo, left, center) traveled to Green 
River to talk to black bear hunters 
about proposed changes to the hunting 
seasons and an overview of the black 
bear harvest in southwest Wyoming. 
G&F Commissioner Mark Anselmi was 
at the meeting to provide feedback and 
ask questions along with nine members 
of the public that hunt bears. Green 
River Wildlife Supervisor Todd Gra-
ham, Green River Game Warden Andy 
Roosa and Green River Wildlife Biolo-
gist Patrick Burke were also at the 
meeting to answer questions. Thank 
you to the folks that attended; a great 
turnout. 
 

Todd Graham, 
(photo bottom left); 
Commissioner 
Mark Anselmi (left) 
and Andy Roosa 
(right) (photo left) 
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~ Slow down and watch for animals on the roadways ~ That’s not a bird in the feeder ~ 

     Cokeville Game Warden Neil Hymas reports that 
higher deer numbers in the Cokeville area this year 
have resulted in a great opportunity for hunters and 
wildlife watchers, but also create some challenges. 
“The Cokeville Wyoming Highway Department crew 
picked up more than 100 dead deer along the roadsides 
from deer-vehicle collisions in October and November 
that occurred from Nugget Canyon to Geneva Junc-
tion,” Hymas said. (photo top, left) 
     “The high deer fence in the Nugget Canyon area 
along US Highway 30 reduces deer mortality and acci-
dents significantly, which is a real bonus for wildlife 
and motorists during higher deer population years. Of 
the deer-vehicle collisions during October and Novem-
ber around Cokeville, over 75% of the collisions oc-
curred north of Cokeville, and were especially concen-
trated in two areas that locals refer to as the “kill 
zones”. One area with especially high collision rates is 
approximately four to seven miles north of Cokeville 
along US Highway 30, and the other is a four mile 
stretch between Raymond Canyon and the State Line 
near Geneva Junction on Wyoming Highway 89.” 
     “Both of these “kill zones” have alfalfa fields on the 
west side of the highway. As large numbers of mule 
deer migrate south along Raymond Mountain, deer 
often cross the highways during the night to feed in the 
fields and return to the mountain afterward. These ar-
eas are especially hazardous during the fall migrations 
in October and November.” 
     “Motorists and deer are not the only victims of 
these collisions. Deer carcasses along the highway at-
tract scavengers which also become at risk. Eagles, 
other raptors, raccoons, skunks, and other predators 
and furbearers are struck by vehicles as they feed on 
the deer carcasses. Department employees also re-
spond to reports of injured birds and animals, and sal-
vage eagle carcasses.  The eagle carcasses are trans-
ferred to the US Fish and Wildlife Service for distribu-
tion to Native American religions and museums, or 
used for other educational purposes.” (photo left, above) 

     “When deer populations are high Department offi-
cials also spend more time with other conflicts such as 
damage to haystacks and crops caused by deer, and 
issues caused by deer feeding, deer caught in fences, 
and injured deer along roadways and other places. 
(photos left, bottom) 
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~Post hunting season public information gathering meetings in Baggs and Kemmerer ~    

      Wildlife managers with the Wyoming Game 
and Fish Department are seeking the public’s help 
in developing the 2017 hunting seasons. There will 
be a public meeting in Baggs on December 22, 6 
pm, at the Valley Community Center. Traditional 
open houses will follow in March, culminating in a 
final public meeting in early April. 
     “We invite anyone interested in hunting and 
wildlife management to attend one of the meetings 
or open houses in preparation for the 2017 season-
setting process,” said Green River Wildlife Man-
agement Coordinator Mark Zornes. We have com-
mitted to gathering public input prior to season 
development to provide a more meaningful and 
timely dialog with the public, well in advance of 
drafting 2017 seasons. We also like to meet with 
the public following hunting seasons while hunt-
ers experiences are fresh on their minds.” 
     WGFD personnel will be presenting informa-
tion and updates pertaining to the Wyoming 
Range Mule Deer Herd (WRMDH). As part of the 
Mule deer Initiative there will be two public meet-
ings in southwest Wyoming to discuss the 
WRMDH : In Kemmerer, January 9, 6 pm, at the 
South Lincoln Training and Events Center and in 
Pinedale WGFD Pinedale Region Office, 6 pm, 
January 10. University of Wyoming researcher 
Samantha Page Dwinnell (photo left, bottom) will 
also be presenting her Wyoming Range mule deer 
herd research findings.  
     Many stakeholders have a vested interest in the 
Baggs Mule Deer Herd (photos left, top two) and 
the Wyoming Range Mule Deer Herd (photo left, 
third down). If you have been involved the past 
several years with public meetings and planning 
sessions you will want to be present to hear what 
progress has been made to these important mule 
deer herds. 
     The Baggs meeting will be live streamed and 
here is the link to join the meeting if you cannot 
attend in person: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8E6jrpqbAPM 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8E6jrpqbAPM


~ Hunter Education in southwest Wyoming ~ 

     Access Yes Coordinator for the southwest Andy Countryman, 
Regional I&E Specialist Lucy Wold, Green River Game Warden 
Rob Shipe and Wildlife Services trapper Vern Howey conducted a 
traditional hunter education class in Granger in early December. 
Wold, office managers Sheila Deinhardt and Regina Dickson, and 
volunteers Brian and Sandy Taylor conducted an Internet Field 
Day on December 10 at the Green River Region Office.  
     Wyoming law states that anyone who wants to hunt wildlife 
with a firearm on land other than their own must demonstrate they 
have obtained  a certificate of competency and safety in the use and 
handling of firearms. Wyoming honors certification from other 
states and Canada. Since 2014, Wyoming does make exemptions 
for active or honorable discharged military personnel and active or 
past Wyoming Peace Officers.  
     The Green River Region is in need of hunter education instruc-
tors. For more information call 307-875-3223 and ask for Lucy 
Wold. 
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Andy Countryman 

Lucy Wold 

Vern Howey (top) Brian Taylor (bottom) 

Sandy Taylor (top)  
Lucy Wold (above) 
Sheila Deinhardt and 
Regina Dickson bot-
tom left) 

Rob Shipe 
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~Please keep smaller lake trout you catch on the Gorge~ 

      High numbers of small lake trout in Flaming Gorge 
Reservoir prompted area fisheries managers to ask anglers 
to legally harvest all the lake trout they can use. Green 
River Fisheries Supervisor Robert Keith said spring netting 
conducted on the Gorge suggests the numbers of lake trout 
“pups”, those fish 25 inches and less, are up.   
     “Recent reports from anglers in the Anvil Draw area 
suggest high catch rates on pups averaging three pounds, 
with the largest fish being right at four pounds,” Keith 
said. “A few burbot and rainbow trout are also being 
caught. Lake trout pups are being caught in ten to 30 foot 
of water and both boat and shore anglers should have 
plenty of action. 
     “Fisheries managers from both Wyoming and Utah are 
encouraging anglers to get outside and have fun catching 
the small lake trout,” Keith said. “We are also encouraging 
folks to harvest fish they can and will use. If the lake trout 
numbers build too high, it will negatively impact the ko-
kanee salmon fishery in Flaming Gorge Reservoir because 
the primary food source for larger lake trout is kokanee 
salmon.” 
     The daily limit for lake trout on Flaming Gorge Reser-
voir is eight per day or in possession. No more than one 
lake trout shall exceed twenty-eight inches. All lake trout 
must be kept whole until the angler is off the water or ice 
and is done fishing for the day. Once off the water or ice 
and done fishing for the day, lake trout may be filleted, but 
a piece of skin large enough to allow species identification 
(one inch square) shall remain on all fish fillets while in 
transit or in the field. 
     The limit on lake trout less than 28 inches was first liber-
alized because fisheries managers were concerned with the 
over-abundance of small lake trout. Ten years later, fisher-
ies managers are still concerned about the abundance of 
small lake trout in Flaming Gorge Reservoir. 
     “Anglers are the most important tool we have for con-
trolling the numbers of small lake trout,” Keith said. “By 
thinning the abundant small lake trout from the Gorge, 
anglers are helping to ensure healthy populations of ko-
kanee and trophy lake trout for the future.”       
     At this writing the ice if beginning to form on the reser-
voir and, hopefully, with continued bitter cold tempera-
tures in the region the ice will build to a SAFE thickness to 
support ice anglers.  
 
   

2015 ice fishing photos top to bottom: 
Utah anglers Pat Rainbolt, Ryan Mosley, 
Miles Hanberg and Ryan Mosley, and 
Rainbolt, Hanberg and Mosley. All of 
these photos come from 2015 ice fishing 
events from Breeze Hill to the Confluence. 
Thanks for the photos Ryan!  



     GR Office Managers Sheila Deinhardt (right) and 
Regina Dickson (left) show off some Game and Fish  
holiday gift ideas for the hunter or angler on your list. 
2017 licenses are ready for you to buy, as well as  2017 
Conservation Stamps. Merry Christmas and Happy 
New Year from all of us in the Green River Region. 
 

http://wgfd.wyo.gov                                                                
Office Phone: 307-875-3223 

Office Fax: 307-875-3242 

~Critter Spotlight~ 
White-tailed Jack Rabbit   

By Mark Zornes a.k.a.  Leopold 

Page 12 

Conserving Wildlife-Serving People 
  
We are on the web! http://wgfd.wyo.gov                                                               stay connected      

Wyoming has two species of hares referred to as "jackrabbits"; the black-tailed jackrabbit more com-
monly observed in southern and eastern Wyoming at lower elevations, and the white-tailed jackrabbit, 
the one most commonly observed in southwestern Wyoming.  This jackrabbit can be found as high as 
10,000 feet.  

This is one of the largest species of wild lagomorphs or "rabbit." Adults in Wyoming can weigh in excess 
of 14 pounds, and individuals as large as 20+ pounds have been recorded in Canada.  Most white-tailed 
jackrabbits in Wyoming weigh around eight pounds and females tend to be a little larger than males. 

Like its smaller relative the snowshoe hare, white-tailed jackrabbits in Wyoming and other northern 
states and provinces molt to white in winter, to help blend with snow-covered habitats.   

 White-tailed jackrabbits are most numerous in sagebrush grasslands and associated wet meadows and 
riparian areas. They can exist in almost unbelievable numbers and represent a significant "grazer/
browser" in these systems. Like other lagomorphs, these jackrabbits follow a fairly well defined popula-
tion cycle in abundance, very similar to cottontails and sage-grouse in this area. 

 White-tailed jackrabbits typically have litters ranging from four to 12 young and may have multiple lit-
ters. Unlike cottontails, young are born haired, with open eyes, and are weaned at around four weeks.   

 Numerous species are considered predators of jackrabbits, ranging from foxes and coyotes, to bobcats, 
badgers, large hawks, and man. Golden eagles are a particularly effective predator of this species in  
Wyoming, especially when the annual molt to winter pelage and snowfall are out of sync.    

Mark Zornes 
and his trusty 
dog, Happy. 


