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Robert and Michele Keith, owners of Trout Creek Ranch, were recently recognized as 

Cody Region landowners of the year.   

 

Trout Creek Ranch is nestled in the Wapiti Valley between Cody and Yellowstone 

National Park.  Corey and Renae Williams manage the ranch. Trout Creek, a blue rib-

bon fishery for rainbow and Yellowstone cutthroat trout, meanders four miles through 

the ranch, providing incredible wildlife habitat.  

  

Trout Creek Ranch is known for their breeding, training, showing, and sale of quality 

quarter horses as well as using them for ranch work. 

  

Four separate diversions in Trout Creek irrigate lower elevation fields for high quality 

grazing and crop production.  The ranch demonstrates an understanding of wildlife and 

habitat and incorporates that into ranch management.  

  

When stream levels run low in late summer or during drought, the ranch foregoes irri-

gation of some fields to ensure enough water remains in the stream for aquatic 

life.  They constantly monitor their resources and adjust accordingly. 

  

Trout Creek Ranch exemplifies the level of land and aquatic stewardship, and concern 

for wildlife and their habitat that the Department is proud to recognize.  

 
Corey and Renae Williams with daughter Kylee Williams, Beth Hayes, 

Brian Hogemark, Lindsay Wilson and Rob Keith on horseback.   



On the ground 
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Wildlife Biologist Tony Mong under a 

porch in pursuit of a badger.   

A white-tailed deer that was stuck in an irriga-

tion canal near Ralston.  
Tong Mong lifting the deer to safety 

after capture.   

Urban wildlife issues were prominent on a 

Monday morning late in August.  The day 

began with a call from a Cody area home-

owner who needed help with a rogue badger that they had “trapped” in a dog kennel.  It was reported that the 

badger was hanging around the house and had acted aggressively.  Wildlife Biologist Tony Mong and North Cody 

Game Warden Travis Crane responded.   

 

“Upon arrival at the residence, the homeowner informed us that the badger had dug out of the kennel and had taken 

up residence under an outbuilding,” Mong said.  “We proceeded to fulfill the ‘Serving People’ part of the Game and 

Fish mission by chasing the badger around under the outbuilding for about 40 minutes trying to grab it with catch 

poles. At one point, I was about three feet away and eye level with the good-natured beast.”   

Mong uses a catchpole to get a 

badger out from under the build-

ing into a crate.   

The badger in the crate waiting to 

be released.     

Crane and Mong were able to catch the badger with the catchpole and put it in a 

dog crate.   All ended well and the badger was successfully moved to a more 

appropriate site.  

 

As the two were leaving the 

residence, they received a call 

from Powell Game Warden 

Chris Queen needing assis-

tance with a white-tailed deer 

in a concrete irrigation ditch.  

“We grabbed some tall boots 

and headed to Ralston where 

we fulfilled the ‘Conserving 

Wildlife’ part of our mission 

by saving a fawn from the con-

crete monster,” Mong said.  “A 

great sense of accomplishment 

was felt by all involved.” 



Of interest 
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Tiger muskie stocked in Beck Lake 
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Outdoor Club visits remote Thorofare 

cabin 

Game and Fish and members of the Cody High 

School’s Outdoor Club in front of a newly constructed 

flag pole at the Thorofare cabin.   

A tiger muskie that was recently stocked in 

Beck Lake near Cody. 

Last month, the Cody High School’s Outdoor Club visited the 

Game and Fish Thorofare patrol cabin as part of an eight day 

backpacking adventure.   

Six members of the club along with teachers Ben Larsen and 

Dean Olenik, spent two and a half days at the remote backcoun-

try patrol cabin located in Bridger-Teton National Forest, just a 

few miles from the southern border of Yellowstone National 

Park.  During this time, South Fork Game Warden Grant Gerhar-

ter and several members of the Habitat and Access crew includ-

ing Brad Sorensen and Craig Swanson from the Cody Region 

were at the cabin to complete some much needed maintenance.   

Outdoor Club members pitched in helping Game and Fish 

spruce up the cabin and surrounding areas and helped make a 

new flag pole, all while experiencing the backcountry and  learn-

ing firsthand what it’s like to work for Game and Fish.  The last 

day the group was there, Wildlife Biologist Tony Mong and 

Wildlife Coordinator Tim Woolley led the group on an educa-

tional hike up the Trident.  Throughout the journey, Mong and 

Woolley along with help from Brian Olenik supported the group  

by packing much of their gear with horses.  Gerharter provided logistical support with stock animals and helped 

the club schedule and register camp sites.   

While the main goal of the trip was cabin maintenance for Gerharter’s crew and an outdoor adventure for 

Olenik’s students, an added benefit was the interaction the students experienced with Game and Fish employees 

working at the cabin.  These interactions helped students understand the roles and duties of different Game and 

Fish employees and perhaps helped to inspire six young adults into a career in the conservation field.   

Recently, tiger muskies were stocked at low densities in 

Beck Lake near Cody.  Cody Region Fisheries Supervi-

sor Sam Hochhalter said, "Tiger muskie, a reproduc-

tively sterile hybrid fish, were stocked into Beck Lake 

on a trial basis to see if they can capitalize on the abun-

dant perch and crappie populations.  Game and Fish will 

be closely monitoring their survival and growth, along 

with the response of the other fish populations in the 

lake over the coming years." 
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Medicine Lodge Kids Outdoor Day 

Participants and volunteers at the Medicine Lodge Kids Outdoor Day near Hyattville Aug. 26. 

Outdoor Day participants learn about        

macro invertebrates in Medicine Lodge Ck.   

On Aug. 26,  75 kids from across the Bighorn Basin gathered at 

Medicine Lodge State Archaeological Site near Hyattville for the 

Medicine Lodge Kids Outdoor Day.   

 

Participants were divided into age groups and rotated through six 

stations.   Children ages 8-10 practiced archery, cast fishing poles, 

shot air rifles, and learned about rockhounding, basic camping skills 

and animal tracks.   Kids ages 11-12 shot .22 rifles, panned for gold, 

threw atl atls, identified macroinvertebrates on Medicine Lodge 

Creek and learned what it’s like to be an archaeologist.   Ages 13 

and over rode mountain bikes, sharpened their shotgun skills, 

learned to cast fly rods and learned about flint knapping.    Special 

thanks to all of the volunteers and group leaders that made the day so 

successful.   

   Outdoor Day participants shoot air rifles.   Outdoor Day participants learn to cast fly rods.   
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Game and Fish, sportsmens groups     

promote safety with bear spray giveaway  

Nominations open for Outdoor Hall of Fame 

In cooperation with Bowhunters of Wyoming, Western Bear 

Foundation and Wyoming Outdoorsmen, the Wyoming Game 

and Fish Department recently distributed bear spray to hunters 

at no cost.   

 

Dusty Lasseter, bear wise community coordinator for Game 

and Fish said 100 cans of bear spray were given away to hunt-

ers who could show a current Wyoming hunting or fishing li-

cense on a first come, first serve basis.  The bear spray was dis-

tributed from the check station at the bottom of the South Fork 

Hill in Cody, Sept. 6.   

The bear spray was purchased with monetary donations from 

Bowhunters of Wyoming, Wyoming Outdoorsmen and Western 

Bear Foundation formerly known as Yellowstone Country Bear Hunters Association.  This is the third year Game and 

Fish has partnered with these organizations to give away bear spray in Cody.   

Dusty Lasseter, bear wise community coordinator with 

Game and Fish, Joe Kondelis, president of Western Bear 

Foundation and Don Frame, vice president of Wyoming 

Outdoorsmen.   

In the Cowboy State, there’s a special way to recognize people who devote their lives 

to the conservation of Wyoming's outdoor heritage. These conservationists, past and 

present, can be nominated for the Wyoming Outdoor Hall of Fame. 

 

The Hall of Fame honors individuals who have made significant, lasting lifetime con-

tributions to the conservation of Wyoming's outdoor heritage, and 2018 nominations 

are being accepted until Dec. 1. 

 

“The Wyoming Outdoor Hall of Fame celebrates the many conservationists and sports-

people across Wyoming who work to ensure the wildlife resources in Wyoming remain 

for future generations,” said Scott Talbott, director of the Wyoming Game and Fish 

Department. “As chair of the Outdoor Hall of Fame committee, I invite you to submit a nomination this year to honor a 

person who has given his or her life’s work to Wyoming’s outdoors.” 

 

Since 2004, the Outdoor Hall of Fame has recognized individuals who have worked consistently over many years to 

conserve Wyoming's natural resources through volunteer service, environmental restoration, educational activities, 

audio/visual and written media, the arts, and political and individual leadership.  

 

Nominees have the opportunity to join well-known inductees such as Curt Gowdy, Olaus and Mardy Murie, President 

Theodore Roosevelt and Bill Cody.  

 

The induction ceremony will take place in Cody at the Buffalo Bill Center for the West in March; tickets will be avail-

able for the public to attend.  

 

A nomination packet and an outline of criteria for consideration are available on the Game and Fish website.  

https://wgfd.wyo.gov/Get-Involved/Outdoor-Hall-of-Fame
https://wgfd.wyo.gov/Get-Involved/Outdoor-Hall-of-Fame

