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Chris Will of Indiana was excited about 

his October bighorn sheep hunt in the 

Absaroka Mountains.  Although he had 

accumulated six preference points, this 

was the first time Chris entered the draw 

and as luck would have it, he drew a  

Bighorn Sheep Hunt Area 1 license. 

 

Although he had been on many hunts, 

this hunt promised to be a once in a life-

time hunt for many reasons.  This would 

be his first opportunity to hunt a bighorn 

sheep plus, his girlfriend of two years,                                                                        

Natalie George, had expressed interest in 

coming along. 

 

“Chris was turning 40 in October, and I wanted to go to help celebrate his birth-

day and share the experience of his Wyoming sheep hunt,” George said.  “While I 

would not call myself a hunter, I really enjoy going along.” 

 

On October 21, day two of the hunt, they spotted five bighorn sheep, made a stalk 

and ended up within close range of several nice rams.  Chris made a 60 yard shot 

and successfully harvested a nice 170 inch ram.  Natalie was 1400 yards down the 

mountain and had the opportunity to watch the hunt unfold from a front row seat. 

 

After the sheep was harvested, Natalie made her way up to Chris where he and his 

guide were busy taking photos of the 9.5 year old ram.  “I was freezing and start-

ing to get annoyed that they were taking so many pictures,” Natalie said.  “Chris 

told me that there was one more pose he wanted before field dressing the animal 

and that’s when he got down on one knee.  At first, I wondered why he wanted   

such an awkward picture.” 

Chris then asked Natalie to marry him; she said 

yes.   “It was a total surprise,” Natalie said. 

 

“A woman that is willing to follow me up a 

mountain on this kind of hunt is worth keeping 

the rest of my life,” Chris said.  “It was a trip of 

a lifetime and a ram of a lifetime.” 

 

Next time, hopefully I will be the one pulling 

the trigger,” Natalie said. 

Chris Will and Natalie George with a 

bighorn sheep harvested in Hunt Area 1.  

 



Last month, members of the Hot Springs County 4-H 

Sport Fishing Club had a unique opportunity to                

participate in a mark-recapture population estimate of 

trout in the Bighorn River. 

  

Cody Region Fisheries Biologist Joe Skorupski said that 

populations of trout in the Bighorn River are estimated 

annually in mid-October using a mark-recapture 

method. “Over four consecutive days, Game and Fish 

crews electrofished the Bighorn River from Wedding of 

the Waters to the Eighth Street Bridge in Thermopolis.  

Each day, captured fish are marked, processed, and re-

leased,” Skorupski said.  “The ratio of marked to un-

marked fish captured is later analyzed to determine trout 

abundance.” 

 

For the second year in a row, 10 members of the Hot Springs County 4-H Sport Fishing Club, along with leaders Dick 

Staiger and Joel Farber and other volunteers, participated in the population estimate.   

  

4-H members, volunteers and leaders floated in drift boats behind the electrofishing boats as the sampling was conducted.  

Throughout the day when crews stopped to process captured fish, 4-H members helped biologists determine species and 

collect weight and length of individual fish. “The kids had a great time and we appreciated having them along to help 

out,” Skorupski said. “What a great hands-on opportunity for the students to learn about the fishery resource in their own 

backyards and to see what it’s like to be a fisheries biologist for a day.”   

  

The Bighorn River is one of the most popular and heavily utilized fisheries in the Bighorn Basin.  “Based on what was 

sampled, trout in the Bighorn River continue to do well,” Skorupski said.  “We continue to see exceptional numbers and 

quality of both brown and rainbow trout.”    
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4-H club assists with Bighorn River 

sampling  

Fisheries Technician Mark Komoroski nets a fish during the 2017 

Bighorn River sampling effort on Oct. 18 while Fisheries Biologist 

Joe Skorupski drives the boat.  Crews sampled a stretch of the 

Bighorn River from Wedding of the Waters downstream to the 8
th

 

Street Bridge. 

Fisheries Biologist Joe Skorupski explains how to 

tell the difference between a sauger and a walleye.  

Fisheries Biologist Joe Skorupski pictured with 4-H members 

and volunteers during a Bighorn River sampling effort on Oct. 

18.   From left to right: Alyssa Halls, Simon Ream, Joe Skorup-

ski, John Thurman, Eli McCumber, Carson Williams, John 

Maier, Hardy Johnson, and Dick Staiger.  
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Susan Nelson of Sheridan with a mule deer buck harvested in Hunt 

Area  

Jeffrey Sanchez of Michigan with a unique 

mule deer buck  harvested in Hunt Area 111. 

This happy nonresident hunter har-

vested this bull in Moose Hunt          

Area 11.                

Michael Reisinger of Pennsylvania pictured with companion hunter 

Luke Ellsbury.  Reisinger hunted with Wyoming Disabled Hunters.  

2017 hunting season: photos from                

the field 

In mid-October, Gerharter   

happened to contact Mike Jones 

in the field who harvested the spotted doe antelope in Hunt Area 81 .   

South Fork Game Warden Grant Gerharter took this 

photo of a unique, spotted doe antelope in late Septem-

ber in the Diamond Basin area.   
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2017 hunting season: photos from the field 

Eliott Kenfield of Glenrock harvested this fine mule deer buck 

opening day of deer season in Hunt Area 40 south of Tensleep. 

Eliott was hunting with his grandfather.   

 

Adam Kroger of Jackon harvested this impressive bull 

from Elk Hunt Area 49.   

South Cody Game Warden Grant Gerharter captured 

this image while patrolling the backcounty in October.   

Mitch Gerharter and his 7-year-old son Austin with a 

cow elk harvested in Hunt Area 58 on the Carter 

Mountain Hunter Management Area.  Austin was a 

trooper and hung in there with dad on this 5-6 mile 

hunt!   

Access Coordinator Jordan Winter  spotted these 

turkeys while patrolling  a popular Hunter           

Management Area in the Cody Region.   
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Of interest 

Cody Region is pleased to announce two                  

recent personnel changes  

Dan Smith, formerly the Cody Regional Access Coordinator, 

was named Cody Regional Wildlife Supervisor in August.    

Smith replaced Alan Osterland, who was promoted to Fish        

Division Chief.   

 

Smith is looking forward to the challenges of his new role. He 

values the sense of community and the diversity of wildlife the 

Cody area offers.  “The diversity of wildlife in the Cody Region 

is unmatched,” he said.  “Cody is an ideal place with high densi-

ties of wildlife and wild places, and low densities of people.” 

 

Smith has lived and worked in Cody since 2002 while serving as a game warden and access coordinator for Game and 

Fish. He previously served as a game warden in Arizona for eight years.  Smith began his college education at the Uni-

versity of Wyoming, and later earned a bachelor’s degree in wildlife conservation biology from Arizona State Univer-

sity in 1993.  A native of Wyoming, Smith grew up in an outdoor family and enjoys Jeeps, camping, hunting and fish-

ing.  He lives in Cody with his wife, Stephanie, who is a school teacher in Burlington.    

 

Former Medicine Bow Game Warden Jordan Winter replaces Smith as 

the new Access Coordinator.  Winter began his career with Game and 

Fish in 2014 when he was hired as a damage technician in Sheridan. 

Soon after, he was hired as a game warden and has served in Laramie, 

Alpine, and most recently, Medicine Bow. 

 

As Access Coordinator, Jordan oversees Hunter Management Areas, 

walk-in hunting and walk-in fishing areas in the Cody Region and the 

northern portion of the Lander Region.  “I am looking forward to work-

ing as coordinator for Access Yes,” Winter said. “The program pro-

vides so many benefits for the public, wildlife and the department.” 

 

Winter is a native of Cody, earned an Associate’s of Science at North-

west College and then graduated from the University of Wyoming with 

a Bachelor’s in wildlife and fisheries biology and management. During 

his college years he volunteered with Game and Fish assisting with elk 

and deer studies in the Baggs area. 

 

Winter lives in Cody with his wife, Ashlie. 

Dan Smith, Cody Regional Wildlife Supervisor. 


