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Wildlife Biologist Bart Kroger and Game Warden Jim Olson continued to 

monitor and document moose abundance and distribution in Hunt Area 9.  

As of February 2018, about 47 distinct moose had been caught on trail 

cameras since September 2017 from different locations in this hunt area.  

In addition, another 33 moose were physically observed via aerial trend 

counts or routine field observations from locations other than where trail 

cameras were placed. Based on these camera and field observations, a 

minimum population of about 80 moose occur in Hunt Area 9.  Cameras 

will continue to be placed in different locations in the hunt area through 

2019 to monitor moose abundance and distribution.  

A cow moose was 

caught on a trail cam-

era in Pickett Creek 

west of Meeteetse in 

late December 2017.  

A cow and calf (male) 

moose were caught 

on a trail camera 

along the Wood 

River in early     

January 2018.  
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Turkey talk 

Thermopolis Game Warden Benge Brown  captured these images at 

sunset of approximately 100 wild turkeys roosting in cottonwood trees 

north of Thermopolis.   

North Fork river otter 

North Cody Game Warden Travis Crane captured these images of a river otter on the North Fork Shoshone 

River west of Cody.  

Recently, Game Warden Travis Crane captured these images of a river otter on the North Fork of the Shoshone River.  

Although the species has been well documented in this area before, spotting a river otter on the North Fork is not routine.  

 

Historically, the northern river otter was distributed across most major river drainages in the United States and Canada, 

including much of Wyoming.  By the mid-1900s however, the species was largely extirpated across its range.  Protection 

of northern river otter in Wyoming outside of the national parks began in 1953.  The species is now more widespread in 

Wyoming, having expanded south and east from Yellowstone and Grand Teton National Parks and north from reintro-

ductions in Colorado. However, its exact distribution in the state is still unclear. 

Non-game Biologist Nichole Bjornlie said that river otters are considered uncommon in Wyoming but seem to be in-

creasing in Wyoming and other western states.  “We are always interested in any reports of river otters, even from areas 

that they may be seen fairly regularly, since we can use this information to add to our knowledge of known occurrences 

as well as use for any predictive modeling to help refine distribution and develop monitoring protocols,” Bjornlie said. 
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Spring is a great time for                   

Hunter Education 

 

If you’re planning to hunt this fall and still need 

to complete your hunter education course, now is 

a good time to sign up for a class. Traditional 

classes are currently being offered in Worland, 

Powell, and Greybull.  An internet field day will 

also be offered in Cody, with more classes ex-

pected to be posted by volunteers over the next 

few months. 

 

“Spring is a good time to get into a hunter educa-

tion course,” said Tara Hodges, Information and 

Education Specialist with Game and Fish. 

“Certified instructors are offering lots of courses throughout the Bighorn Basin. But, they fill up quickly so 

enroll today.” 

 

“There have been many classes offered in the Cody area recently, thanks in part to new hunter education in-

structors Bruce Salzmann and Michael McKnight of Cody.  We appreciate the dedication of these volunteer 

instructors and willingness to share their passion for hunting with the next generation,” Hodges said.     

 

Students can also sign up for online hunter education courses. These are good for those who can’t make a 

regular course or want to work at their own pace. Online courses require students to attend a field day to earn 

their hunter education certification.  

 

The major purpose of hunter education is to promote safe and ethical hunting, while teaching skills that will 

prevent hunting and firearm-related accidents. The course enhances knowledge about the tradition of hunting 

and focuses on hunting responsibilities.  

 

To register for a class, visit the Hunter Education website. The website is updated as new courses are           

scheduled. 

 

 

 

Hunter Education Instructor Bruce Salzmann is  now 

offering Hunter Education classes in the Cody area.   

Hunter Education graduates of a recent class in Cody.  Wyoming 

Outdoorsmen donates hunter orange hats to all graduates in the 

Bighorn Basin upon successful completion of a class.    

Hunter Education Instructor Michael McKnight teaches a hunter 

education class recently held at Cody Firearms Experience in Cody.   

https://wgfd.wyo.gov/HunterEdRegistration/frmCourseList.aspx
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Public input needed for 2018 hunting seasons in the Bighorn Basin 

Lovell Game Warden Dillon Herman captured this image of pronghorn antelope in his district last month.   

The Wyoming Game and Fish Department will conduct six open-house meetings throughout the Bighorn Basin 

with one final meeting in Worland to discuss 2018 hunting season proposals for game birds and big game. 

 

During the open houses, Game and Fish personnel will be available to discuss the proposed 2018 hunting seasons 

for local hunt areas. The final formal meeting, during which statewide seasons may be discussed, will be held from 

6-8 p.m. April 2 at the Washakie County Fairgrounds in Worland. 

 

Wildlife Management Coordinator Tim Woolley said that public input is valued and an important part of the season 

setting process. “We encourage the public to take this opportunity to attend a local meeting,” Woolley said. “To 

accommodate those who can’t attend a meeting in-person, online commenting forms and other related information 

will be posted under the Get Involved tab at wgfd.wyo.gov.” 

 

Meetings are scheduled for: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

Written comments may be submitted at the meetings, online or by mail to: Wyoming Game and Fish Department, 

Attn: Regulations, 3030 Energy Lane, Casper, WY 82604.   All written comments must be received by 5 p.m. on 

Wednesday, April 4, 2018, and are provided to the Wyoming Game and Fish Commission and field personnel for 

review. 

 

The State of Wyoming supports the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA). Every effort will be made for reason-

able accommodations by contacting the Cody Region Game and Fish office. 

 

 

March 21 Cody, Big Horn Federal Bank 6-8 p.m. 

March 21 Greybull, Town Hall 6-8 p.m. 

March 21 Thermopolis, Big Horn Federal Bank  6-8 p.m. 

March 22 Meeteetse, Conservation District office 6-8 p.m. 

March 22 Powell, Big Horn Federal Bank  6-8 p.m. 

March 27 Lovell, Fire Hall  6-8 p.m. 

April 2 Worland, Washakie County Fairgrounds 6-8 p.m.  

http://wgfd.wyo.gov/web2011/wgfd-1001683.aspx

