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Two white tailed deer that were entangled by their antlers north of Meeteetse. 

 
One of the white  tailed buck walks 

away after capture minus one antler.  

On December 30, Meeteetse Game Warden Jim Olson received a report from a 

property owner of two white tailed bucks that had become entangled with one 

another.  When Olson arrived at the property north of Meeteetse, he found the 

two bucks with their antlers locked together from fighting. Olson said the bucks 

were still pushing each other around when he first arrived, but they soon col-

lapsed from exhaustion.  With help from Wildlife Biologist Tony Mong and 

South Cody Game Warden Grant Gerharter, the two bucks were chemically im-

mobilized using a dart gun.  Once immobilized, the team had to saw off an antler 

of one of the bucks to separate the deer.   The two bucks were released without 

incidence. 

Game Wardens Jim Olson and Grant 

Gerharter and Wildlife Biologist Tony Mong 

work to free two entangled white tailed bucks.   
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Grass Creek habitat treatments benefit        

mule deer  

An aspen stand heavily encroached by conifers.  Note the 

amount of shading and the lack of any aspen suckers. 

An aspen stand following a lop and scatter treatment.  

Last fall, Wyoming Game and Fish Department and partners               

began a project to enhance aspen communities in the Grass             

Creek drainage south of Meeteetse.  Terrestrial Habitat Biologist 

Jerry Altermatt said crews armed with chainsaws have been   

busy throughout the winter felling conifer trees from aspen    

communities in an effort to maintain this important habitat             

type for the future.   

 

“Sawing out the conifer trees is a practice meant to mimic the 

natural process of fire,” Altermatt said. “Aspen needs fire to be 

maintained on the landscape.  Fire easily kills conifer trees, but 

aspen responds by “suckering”—sending up young shoots from 

their roots—and these young suckers thrive in the abundant sunlight that results after a fire.  In the absence of fire, 

conifers began to encroach into aspen communities and the increased shading restricts aspen suckering.   Eventually, 

as mature aspen trees die of old age and are not replaced by new suckers, aspen is converted to dense conifer stands.” 

 

The conversion of aspen to conifers is not advantageous to wildlife such as mule deer.  “Aspen communities, in addi-

tion to offering cover, provide much more food for mule deer than dense conifer stands,” Altermatt said.  “Unlike 

conifers, aspen twigs provide nutritious browse.  Aspen stands also allow more sunlight to reach the ground, which 

equates to more grasses and other fleshy plants important for mule deer to thrive. 

 

While fire is a great tool for enhancing aspen, it can be difficult to control.  Removing conifers by cutting is a more 

controlled option for enhancing aspen on the landscape.  Maintaining and enhancing aspen habitats was one of the 

practices identified by a local public working group to help mule deer in this area.  The group’s efforts are part of  a 

larger statewide effort called the Mule Deer Initiative to address declining mule deer numbers in Wyoming.  This pro-

ject is targeting about 120 acres in Grass Creek but will expand to other areas in future years. 

A sawyer  “lopping and scattering” conifers from an 

aspen stand.  
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Trail cams help biologists classify elk  

A mountain lion treed as part of an ongoing study in 

the Black Hills. 

Large Carnivore Biologists Zach Turnbull (left) and Luke 

Ellsbury prepare to collect a sample from a treed lion.   

Last month, members of the Large Carnivore Section of Game and Fish partnered with South Dakota Game, Fish and 

Parks to collect genetic samples of mountain lions in the Black Hills.  In this study, DNA is obtained from individual 

mountain lions through a “catch and release” process where lions are bayed or treed with trained dogs and then darted 

with a specially tipped dart that collects a small tissue sample before releasing from the animal.  

 

This “DNA mark” is then used in a mark-recapture model that allows for estimation of abundance.  Building a DNA 

catalogue of the population also allows Game and Fish to evaluate dispersal and movement within and beyond Wyo-

ming.  Animals marked in Wyoming have shown up in South Dakota, Nebraska and Montana and have moved through-

out the Cowboy State as well.  The movements that occur between hunt areas are the foundation for the source-

sink management concept Game and Fish uses to manage mountain lion populations in the state.  

Mountain lion study in the Black Hills  

Last month Cody Wildlife Biologist Tony Mong used trail camera photos to classify elk that had traveled through the 

Needle Creek area last fall.  Classification is counting the number of cows, calves, spike bulls and adult bulls in a par-

ticular area.  From the total number of elk sampled, biologists evaluate the number of calves per 100 cows, the number 

of adult bulls per 100 cows and the number of yearling bulls per 100 cows.   “This allows us to look at how the herd is 

doing consistently year to year,” said Mong.  “This information is used to make important management decisions for 

the Cody elk herd and to see how weather and harvest may be impacting herd demographics. The data collected from 

the Needle Creek camera will be used in combination with data collected through helicopter flights that will occur in 

late January to give us a full picture of herd health going into the 2018 season.” 

 

“The process is straight forward,” Mong said. “I look through every picture and use a counter to keep track of every 

cow, calf, yearling and adult bull that crosses in front of the camera. If the picture is clear enough on adult bulls, I will 

try to estimate a size class of adult bulls to gain perspective on age classes of bulls available for harvest.”   
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Public invited to help chart the future for         

cutthroat trout in the Bighorn Basin  

The Wyoming Game and Fish Department is convening a       

series of public gatherings later this month that will determine 

the path of future cutthroat trout restoration efforts in the       

Bighorn Basin. 

 

Game and Fish invites you to attend a gathering in a community near you to share your interests, thoughts, ideas, 

and concerns about this important topic and to discuss future restoration projects for cutthroat trout.   

 

“We want to hear from you and we need your help to make this effort successful,” said Cody Regional Fisheries 

Supervisor Sam Hochhalter.  

 

This will be a very different level of public engagement than what has occurred in the past on cutthroat trout res-

toration projects. Game and Fish will not be proposing specific projects and asking for public input on 

them.  Instead Hochhalter said, “Game and Fish is asking the public to work with us to develop a set of specific 

recommendations for future cutthroat trout restoration efforts in the Absaroka, Beartooth, and Bighorn Moun-

tains.”  

 

Participants of the meetings will not only have the opportunity to share their thoughts, but will also be afforded 

the opportunity to listen to other participants and learn about the current status and conservation challenges asso-

ciated with cutthroat trout.  

 

“We have a lot to learn from each other through this process,” said Hochhalter. “We are asking people to roll up 

their sleeves and work with us.”  

 

Yellowstone cutthroat trout populations continue to be lost. Without active restoration, long-term persistence of 

Yellowstone cutthroat trout in the Cody Region is questionable. 

 

With your help, Game and Fish will be able to better balance the public’s interests and needs with the obligation 

to secure cutthroat trout for present and future generations. 

  

Past restoration locations such as Eagle Creek and Porcupine Creek are likely to be discussed in addition to other 

popular streams in the Absaroka, Beartooth, and Bighorn Mountains. 

  

“If you have an interest in fishing or recreating in mid to upper elevation streams and lakes, this will be your 

chance to have your interests and ideas heard and considered,” Hochhalter said.  “This is your opportunity to 

help shape the future of Yellowstone cutthroat trout restoration in the Cody Region.”  

 

Join us for a meeting in a community near you.   

Jan. 25 Worland Washakie Co Fairgrounds, 

Emergency management room 

5:30-7:30 p.m. 

Jan. 29 Cody Park Co Library, Grizzly room 5:30-7:30 p.m. 

Jan. 31 Lovell Lovell Community Center 5:30-7:30 p.m. 


