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South Cody Game Warden Grant Gerharter 

retrieves a GPS collar that dropped off a mule 

deer south of Cody.  

Last month South Cody Game Warden Grant Gerharter retrieved a GPS collar 

that dropped off a mule deer south of Cody.  The deer was collared as part of a 

large collaring effort launched in 2016 to map mule deer migration corridors over 

the entire eastern portion of the Greater Yellowstone ecosystem. 

  

The study, called the Eastern Greater Yellowstone Mule Deer Project, is a unique 

collaboration between the Wyoming Migration Initiative, the Wyoming Game and 

Fish Department and The Nature Conservancy.  

 

The project documents in detail the migration corridors of several key herds that 

have never been the focus of the latest tracking technology. Specifically, the study 

targets deer in five separate herds near Cody, Meeteetse, Dubois, and Lander. 

 

Animals captured as part of this effort were fitted with “real-time” GPS collars 

that send data back to researchers every three days.  Individual mule deer carry 

the collars for up to two years, gathering data from two cycles of spring and fall 

migration. 

 

Collars drop off the animals before batteries die so the collars can be refurbished 

and reused in future studies. There are currently 20-25 active collars on deer as 

part of this project.   
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Ice fishing the Big Horn Basin:                 

Lower Sunshine  Reservoir 

Lower Sunshine Reservoir is located approximately 

eight miles southwest of Meeteetse and as the name 

implies, is near the more well-known Upper Sunshine 

Reservoir. 

 

Greg Mayton AIS Regional Specialist with Game and 

Fish and ice fishing fanatic said Lower Sunshine is an 

amazing fishery, but many anglers end up passing it by 

on their way to fish Upper Sunshine Reservoir. 

 

Unlike Upper Sunshine Reservoir which only has Yellowstone cutthroat trout and suckers, Lower Sunshine offers an-

glers a more diverse fishery that includes Yellowstone cutthroat trout, splake, tiger trout, lake trout and an abundance of 

suckers. Splake, a hybrid of brook trout and lake trout, have been stocked in the reservoir on a continual basis for many 

years.  Tiger trout, a hybrid of a brown trout and brook trout, have been stocked in Lower Sunshine since 2015.  The 

lake trout in the reservoir are residual of a onetime stocking in 1992. 

 

“This amazing diversity of fish can make for an exciting day of fishing; you never know what species of fish will be on 

the end of your line”, Mayton said.  “While the fishing on Lower Sunshine may not be as consistent as Upper Sunshine, 

the size and the diversity of fish makes up for that in my book.” 

 

The regular statewide fishing regulation applies to Lower Sunshine Reservoir meaning anglers can keep six trout with 

no length limit. Live minnows are not allowed and since the body of water is NOT on the list for special ice fishing 

regulations, only two lines are permitted in the water per person. 

 

What does Mayton use to catch these wonderful fighting and eating trout?  “For bait, I always bring the big three; meal 

worms, shrimp and sucker meat. Other bait people like to use for fishing trout are night crawlers and Powerbait or like 

products,” Mayton said.  “I have a diversified tackle box and like to change up colors, sizes and rigs until I get a consis-

tent bite. My favorite colors are pink, black, white and chartreuse but it can vary depending on conditions. Jigs and lures 

range in sizes of 1/16 oz to 1/2 oz depending on where and what I am fishing for.” 

Lower Sunshine Reservoir located southwest of Meeteetse.    

While there are three ways to access Lower Sunshine, Mayton prefers to 

access the reservoir by the main boat launch, located on the west side of 

the reservoir near the bathroom.  Because Lower Sunshine was once an old 

stream channel, there are drop-offs, rocky points, humps and big flats be-

low the surface of the water that can concentrate fish. “Don’t be afraid to 

move around till you find some active fish,” Mayton said. “When fishing, I 

always drop down and fish right off the bottom while keeping an eye on 

my fish finder for fish cruising through the middle and upper part of the 

water column.  If you detect fish suspended in the water column, be sure to 

reel up and try to get the fish to bite. I am always ready with several rods 

rigged up with different jigs and colors to change out if the fish are not 

interested in what I have presented.” 

 

“No matter how the fishing is, it’s always fun to get outside and enjoy the 

great outdoors that the Big Horn Basin has to offer,” Mayton said.  “Be 

safe out there and hope to see you on the ice.” 

Greg Mayton and his family ice fishing.   
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Elk classification flights 

Thermopolis Game Warden Benge Brown captured 

this image of 800-1000 elk in Hunt Area 64 during a 

classification flight last month.   

A sawyer  “lopping and scattering” conifers from an 

aspen stand.  

Each year, biologists and game wardens collect     

ratio data on elk populations through ground and aerial observations in January and February.   In a given 

area, biologists observe elk and record the total number of elk and the age and sex class of each individual.  

From the total number of elk sampled, biologists evaluate the number of calves per 100 cows, the number of 

adult bulls per 100 cows and the number of yearling bulls per 100 cows.  Tim Woolley Wildlife Manage-

ment Coordinator said this provides biologists with a “snapshot” of the population.  “This information al-

lows us to see how the population is doing and is used (in combination with other data) to evaluate hunting 

seasons, access herd productivity and determine survival,” Woolley said.   “The information, along with 

harvest and population data will be available in the 2017 Big Game Job Completion report at 

wgfd.wyo.gov/Hunting/Job-Completion-Reports in early summer.”  

 

Elk in Hunt Area 64 during a elk classification flight.   

Elk in Hunt Area 56 during a recent elk classification flight.   

Wildlife Biologist Tony Mong takes video from the helicopter, 

then once back at the office, freezes the video and classifies elk 

frame by frame.  

Sky Aviation helicopter and pilot Dennis Charney.  

Game and Fish contracts with Sky Aviation for a 

variety of wildlife observation flights.   
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Disease surveillance in bighorn sheep  

continues 
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North Cody Game Warden Travis Crane investigated a dead 

bighorn sheep ram along the North Fork Highway on January 

1.  It was determined the ram that had fallen from a cliff 

likely due to the slick, icy conditions. Two addition lamb 

sheep fell to their death at the same location several days 

later. 

Bighorn sheep die from fall 

Wildlife Biologist Tony Mong pictured with a 

bighorn sheep that was chemically immobi-

lized in an effort to gather information              

about body condition and herd health.    

Game and Fish continues to partner with University of Wyoming 

to conduct disease surveillance and monitor body condition of 

bighorn sheep in the North Fork and South Fork areas of Cody as 

well as near Dubois and Jackson.  This year, eight bighorn sheep 

were successfully immobilized, sampled and collared west of 

Cody. These same sheep will be immobilized again in March to 

measure changes in body condition and pregnancy rates.   

Rough-legged hawk rehabbed, released  

On January 20, Greybull Game Warden Bill Roberston received a call 

from a motorist reporting an injured raptor along the highway west of 

Greybull.  When Robertson responded, he was able to capture the 

rough-legged hawk because it was unwilling to fly.  Robertson con-

tacted Ironside Bird Rescue, who was able to take the bird.  The raptor 

had no broken bones, but an injury to the crop.  The bird made a full 

recovery and was released back into the wild on Feb. 16.  
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Kids are eligible to enter a raffle to win four lifetime       

licenses for Game Bird/Small Game/Fishing and            

Conservation Stamp donated by Trout Unlimited. 


