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From left to right:  Dept. of Agriculture Director Doug Miyamoto, Board of Agri-

culture member Jim Rogers, Game and Fish Commission President Keith Culver, 

Carrie Hopkin, Fred Hopkin, Access Coordinator Jordan Winter, Game and Fish 

Director Scott Talbott . 

 

Fred and Carrie Hopkin of Powell were recently recognized as recipients of 

this year’s Access Recognition Program. The program honors landowners 

who provide access to or through their lands to hunters and anglers. 

 

Each year, the Wyoming Board of Agriculture, the Wyoming Game and 

Fish Commission and Wyoming Wildlife Foundation partner together to 

recognize four landowners who contribute significantly to the hunting and 

fishing tradition of the Cowboy State. In addition to recognition at the winter 

Stock Growers Association luncheon, each landowner will receive a check 

for $2,000. 

 

The Hopkins have always been welcoming of public access, for both hunt-

ing and fishing.  The Hopkins first enrolled portions of their farm in the de-

partment’s walk-in area program in 2001.  Today, approximately 3,415 acres 

are enrolled in the hunting walk-in area access program providing access for 

antelope, deer, waterfowl, pheasant, turkey, and dove hunting.  They also 

enrolled portions of their property along the Shoshone River in the fishing 

walk-in area program.  In doing this, the farm provides year-round use for 

hunting and fishing recreation to sportsmen. 
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2 Bill Bell instructs youth in the Young Hunters Care program how 

to process meat. 

Kolby Busch with a doe he harvested 

through the Young Hunters Care program.   

Youth hunters harvest deer, donate meat                       

Last month, Worland Game Warden Matt Lentsch coordinated a spe-

cial effort in which youth harvest antlerless deer, process the car-

casses themselves and then donate the venison to local families.    

 

Eight youth hunters participated in the Young Hunters Care project 

this year and 450 pounds of processed venison was donated.   Four 

of the young hunters had the opportunity to harvest their first deer 

through the program.    

 

The Young Hunters Care project started in 2010 as a part of the 

Paintrock Hunter Mentor Program, which Lentsch founded in 2000.  

To date young hunters participating in the program have donated 

over a ton and a half of processed venison to the 

community.   

 

“I cannot think of a better way to instill a sense of 

sportsmanship to young hunters,” Lentsch said.   

“The kids are paired with mentors who instill the 

skill to make clean, ethical kills.  They then learn to 

process the carcass which cements the understand-

ing of the bounty nature has given us, and sharing 

that bounty with a less fortunate family promotes a 

sense of satisfaction.”   

 

“Rocky Mountain Elk Foundation, Bow Hunters of 

Wyoming and the Wyoming Game Wardens Asso-

ciation all contribute to the funding of the Paintrock 

Hunter Mentor Program and make these projects 

possible,” Lentsch said.  “Right Choice Processing 

donates the use of their facility and Bill Bell do-

nates his time to instruct the kids on how to cut 

meat.”     

Christina Anderson of Bozeman, Mont. with her 

first deer. 

Josiah Hamilton and his mentor 

Kevin Ryan.   

Ty Harris processes a deer he 

harvested. 
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Town deer survey 

Figure 2. Total number of mule deer counted in all 

Cody count blocks from 2011 to 2017. This figure 

shows overall change in deer numbers between years.  

On Dec. 7, 10 Game and Fish personnel 

conducted a classification/trend survey of 

deer within the city limits of Cody.  This 

annual survey has been conducted since 

2011 for the purpose of providing city 

managers with information related to town 

deer numbers. 

 

The city was divided out into 10 count 

blocks (Figure 1), and all deer encoun-

tered were classified into sex/age catego-

ries (adult buck, yearling buck, doe, fawn).  

Surveys were initiated at approximately 

2:00pm and continued until dark, approximately 5:00pm. 

 

A total of 242 mule deer were observed within the city limits of Cody.  Mule deer fawn:doe ratios were 64:100 in 

the city limits.  Total buck ratios were 45:100 in the city limits.  Yearling buck ratios were 11:100 in the city limits. 

 

The total number of deer observed in the city limits from 2011 to 2017 has not varied substantially, but is showing 

a decreasing trend over the last 3 years (Figure 2). The 2017 count was slightly down from 2016 (258) and the aver-

age (273). Within each count block we saw a decrease in total deer counted in four count blocks compared to in-

creases in six count blocks.    Despite a slight decrease in                                                                                                      

overall numbers, we continued to see an increase                                                                                                                        

in buck ratios from 37 in 2016 to 45 in 2017. 

 

 

Figure 1.  Cody urban deer survey count blocks 1-10. 

Location Adult 

Bucks 
Yrl. 

Bucks 
Does Fawns Unknown Total 

CB1 7 1 17 3 0 28 

CB2 0 0 4 5 0 9 

CB3 1 0 7 6 0 14 

CB4 3 0 3 2 0 8 

CB5 9 2 17 9 0 37 

CB6 0 1 6 1 0 8 

CB7 2 4 12 11 0 29 

CB8 4 0 12 6 0 22 

CB9 1 0 14 15 0 30 

CB10 12 5 24 16 0 57 

TOTAL 39 13 116 74 0 242 

45 bucks:100 does, 64 fawns:100 does 

Figure 3.  2017 observation data for all count blocks.   
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Bighorn sheep captured,  trans-

planted 

A bighorn sheep ewe is fitted with a satellite telemetry collar.  

Along with help from multiple partners, volunteers 

and area landowners, the Wyoming Game and Fish 

Department relocated 20 bighorn sheep from the 

Devil’s Canyon herd near Lovell to the Ferris-

Seminoe herd north of Rawlins. 

 

The bighorn sheep were captured using a helicopter 

net-gunning operation, outfitted with satellite te-

lemetry collars, transported by truck and trailer and 

then released in Miner’s Canyon on the east end of 

the Ferris Mountains to augment an existing popula-

tion of bighorn sheep. 

   

Bighorn sheep populations in the Devil’s Canyon 

Herd Unit continue to grow and the herd is now 

over-objective.  There are currently an estimated 250-300 bighorn 

sheep in this herd and the population objective is 175. In the Ferris-

Seminoe Herd Unit, there are an estimated 150-170 bighorn sheep 

in the population, with a population objective of 300.   

 

This is the fifth capture and transplant of bighorn sheep from the 

Devils Canyon Herd Unit to the Ferris-Seminoe Herd Unit; 12 

sheep were transplanted in 2010, 25 in 2015, 24 in 2016, and 22 in 

early 2017.   

 

Special thanks to the Wyoming Wild Sheep Foundation for funding 

the project and all of the partners, volunteers, and area landowners  

who assisted in this effort.  

Two bighorn sheep ewes are carried by a helicopter in special slings 

to a staging area where they will be processed, then transported by 

truck and trailer to the Ferris-Seminoe  herd unit north of Rawlins.   

Bighorn sheep bedded in a trailer awaiting transport 

to the Ferris-Seminoe herd unit north of Rawlins.   

Worland Game Warden Matt Lentsch, Habitat Bi-

ologist Ryan Amundson and Habitat and Access 

Biologist Eric Shorma lower a bighorn sheep               

on a scale.   

https://www.facebook.com/Wyoming-Wild-Sheep-Foundation-166930633369943/?fref=mentions

