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On July 7, South Cody Game Warden Grant Gerharter and Wildlife 

Biologist Tony Mong responded to an unusual call.  Early that morn-

ing, a Cody area resident reported hearing a crash and then discovering 

a live deer in her home.   When Gerharter and Mong arrived at the resi-

dence at 6:30 a.m., they found an injured, but alert mule deer buck lay-

ing in the basement.  The deer had fallen into the window well outside 

and in its struggle to get out, kicked the window in and then fell though 

into the home.  Gerharter and Mong used a tranquiller gun to immobi-

lize the deer and carried it up the stairs and out of the house on a tarp.  

The deer had several broken legs and a laceration on its neck and was 

euthanized due to its extensive injuries. 



As part of routine annual grizzly bear population monitoring, personnel from 

member agencies of the Interagency Grizzly Bear Study Team conduct obser-

vation flights for grizzly bears throughout the Greater Yellowstone Ecosystem 

(GYE).  Wyoming Game and Fish Department personnel have been participat-

ing in these flights since their inception over 30 years ago and are currently 

responsible for flights in 25 of the 54 designated flight units in the GYE; more 

than double that of any other agency.   

These flights are approximately two to three hours each and consist of the pilot 

and one Game and Fish employee thoroughly searching each flight unit and 

documenting the location and number of grizzly bears observed.   
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Coopers hawks found shot in Greybull  

An injured Coopers hawk that was found in the             

City Park in Greybull.  Photo courtesy of Susan Ahalt.   

Wildlife Biologist Tony Mong captured this image 

during a recent grizzly bear monitoring flight.  

Mong noted high snow levels in the high country 

continue to persist.   

These flights are crucial for 

documenting female grizzly 

bears with cubs of the year, 

which are the basis for the 

current method for estimat-

ing the grizzly bear popula-

tion.  This data also provides critical information on grizzly bear popu-

lation trends, as the amount of flight time per flight unit has remained 

consistent over the decades that these flights have been conducted.  

These flights are truly an intra- and interagency effort, with many war-

dens and biologists from Game and Fish as well as personnel from 

Montana, Idaho, U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service, U.S. Geological Survey, 

and Yellowstone and Grand Teton National Parks conducting flights 

each year. 

Looking out of the plane up the North 

Fork drainage during a recent grizzly bear 

monitoring flight.   

Last month, Greybull Game Warden Bill Robertson investigated 

a report of two Coopers hawks that were shot in the town of 

Greybull.  A tourist found both birds beneath a cottonwood tree 

in the city park.  One bird was dead and the other injured.  The 

injured bird was taken to Ironside Bird Rescue in Cody; reports 

from the facility indicate the bird is healing.  Robertson has pa-

trolled the area looking for someone with a high powered air gun 

and a news article was placed in the local paper asking for infor-

mation.  Unfortunately, no leads have arisen thus far.  If you have 

information about his case, contact Bill Robertson at 307-765-

2163. 



Greybull Game Warden Bill Robertson spent the first 

weekend in July patrolling the Medicine Lodge, Pain-

trock, Shell and Adelaide lakes area making contacts to 

determine fishermen compliance and fishing success.  

One citation was written for failure to provide personal 

floatation devices for youth under 12 on a watercraft.  

Many contacts were made and overall fishing success 

was excellent. 

 

Robertson said that while on patrol, he contacted a fam-

ily with two young boys from Montana that were for-

merly Wyoming resident that come back to Wyoming 

annually to fish in the Bighorn Mountains.  “Their interest in the Wyoming Game 

and Fish Department and what game wardens do earned them honorary Wyoming 

junior game warden badges,” Robertson said.  “They were pretty proud to wear 

those badges before heading back to the lake to do some more fishing.” 
 

Lovell Game Warden Dillon Herman patrolled Bighorn Lake over the July 4th holiday weekend.  Herman reported boater 

use was quite high on the lake and almost all boaters contacted were in 100 percent compliance.   Only a few were miss-

ing enough life jackets, or did not have a throwable.  Fishing has been slow as the waters are very murky and there was 

still a lot of debris moving through the lake.  

 

 

On the ground 
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Maintaining Game and Fish facilities  

Two young boys fishing with their 

family in the Bighorn Mountains.   

Maintenance and improvement work being done at the 

Speary Cabin near Kirwin.   The Game and Fish recently 

acquired the Speary Cabin from the Forest Service 

Ten-year-old Odin Syovia 

shows off two nice trout 

caught during the North 

Fork opener at Buffalo Bill 

Reservoir. 

During July, Powell Game Warden Chris Queen continued to pa-

trol the Beartooth Lakes for fishermen.  Queen reported that the 

bugs are still biting fiercely and fishing is picking up a little as the 

water is warming.  Most of these lakes are ice covered for eight 

months of the year.  Queen suspects a frost at 11,000 feet is not in 

the too distant future.    

Left:  Horseshoe Bend Marina on Bighorn Lake on July 2.   

Before and after photos of the storage shed at the Thorofare Cabin.  

The cabin was recently rechinked as part of ongoing maintenance 

efforts of backcounty facilities.   
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Bighorn National Forest kids           

fishing day  

Kids fishing at the Porcupine Ranger Station pond in the Bighorn 

Mountains on kids fishing day July 8. 

Game Warden Grant Gerharter reports that Needle Creek 

continues to run high at the end of July . 

Wildlife Biologist Tony Mong pulling up the end dur-

ing a trip to check the Needle Creek migration trail 

cameras and prep some horses for a Thorofare trip. 

Images from the backcountry 

On July 8, Lovell Game Warden Dillon Herman with 

Game and Fish assisted volunteers from the Forest 

Service and East Yellowstone Chapter of Trout 

Unlimited with a kids fishing day event at the Porcu-

pine Ranger Station pond on the Bighorn National 

Forest.  Kids had the opportunity to fish, practice cast-

ing techniques, knot tying, and learn about angler eth-

ics and fish conservation and ecology.  

South Cody Game Warden Grant Gerharter’s horses and 

mules out to pasture at the Thorofare Cabin with the Trident 

in the background  

Bear Wise Community Coordinator Dusty Lasseter on 

Deer Creek Pass, heading towards the South Fork of the 

Shoshone with the Thorofare Plateau in the background. 
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Hunter education classes 

Right:  North Cody Game Warden Travis Crane  

teaches the game laws and regulations section of a re-

cent Hunter Education in Cody at Cody Firearms      

Experience.   

Weed management on Yellowtail after the 2013 wildfire  

In July and August, Information and Education 

Specialist Tara Hodges conducted hunter educa-

tion classes in Burlington, Powell and Cody.  

Hodges worked with volunteer hunter education 

instructor Michael McKnight and certified 28 

students during the class in Cody,  certified nine 

students in Powell with volunteer instructor Keri 

Pittman and certified 20 students in Burlington 

with assistance from volunteer instructor Cliff 

Alexander.  Volunteer hunter education instruc-

tor Bruce Salzmann  visited each class and gave  

successful graduates a new hunter orange hat, 

courtesy of local sportsman group, Wyoming 

Outdoorsmen.   

 

Hunter education graduates of Powell sporting their new hats from 

Wyoming Outdoorsmen. 

The photos above document success in controlling Canada thistle that proliferated after the 2013 Big Fork 

Wildfire on Yellowtail Wildlife Management Area near Lovell.  Habitat Biologist Jerry Altermatt  re-took 

photos at photopoint monitoring sites on Yellowtail to document vegetation changes associated with the 2013 

wildfire and subsequent noxious weed management.  The photo on the left was taken in July 2014, the photo 

on the right was taken in the same location July 2017.    

  


