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from the central waterways of the North Platte River to the scenic Black Hills         1 

October Hunting 

Thank You to Outdoor Adventures for the 
Physically Challenged 

Newcastle Wildlife Biologist Joe 
Sandrini worked with Outdoor Ad-
ventures for the Physically Challenged 
by assisting a couple of hunters on 
mule deer and antelope hunts in late 

September.  This 
is the fourth year 
Joe, and many 
residents of 
Newcastle, Wy-
oming worked 
with Outdoor 
Adventures.  

This 
year 
all 
hunt-
ers fill their tags, harvesting two 
mule deer, and four antelope.   
Thanks to all the landowners who 
made these hunts possible. 
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Rifle antelope seasons opened in hunt areas west 
of Casper on September 15th.  While the weather 
was cloudy, cool, and rainy, antelope hunters were 
not deterred and had success on opening day.  
Several impressive bucks were checked by local 
Game and Fish wardens and biologists, including 
a few with non-typical horns.   

Several elk were harvested during the archery 
season in Elk Area 19.  One hunter spent over a 
week tent camping in the snow, rain, and sleet.  
The hunter spent much of his time on foot or us-
ing a mountain bike to access the far reaches of the 
unit inside Muddy Mountain Hunter Manage-
ment Area.  His efforts paid off on the last day of 
the season; as he was packing out to leave, he was 
able to harvest this bull elk.  The hunter was espe-
cially thankful to the ranches that enrolled their 
property for public access through Access Yes and 
was rewarded for his persistence in the field. 

Behind the Badge 

Elk Poaching 

The Wyoming Game and Fish Department in Lusk 
is seeking information on a bull elk that was shot 
and left in Niobrara County.  The elk is thought to 
have been shot between September 15 and Septem-
ber 20, 2017, on a section of state land near Manville.  
Anyone with information on this case is asked to 
call the Stop Poaching Tip Line at 1-877-WGFD-TIP 
(1-877-943-3847) or the local game warden directly 
at (307)334-3281. Tips may also be reported online at 
http://wgfd.wyo.gov .  Smartphone users can report information by text message (text the work WGFD to 
847411) or by the Android app WGFD Tips.  Informants can choose to remain anonymous and may be eligible 
for a reward for information leading to an arrest. 

http://wgfd.wyo.gov/
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On the Ground 

Black Hills Antelope 
 

Game and Fish personnel finished up and analyzed pre-hunt antelope classifications in the Black Thunder Herd 
Unit that encompasses much of Thunder Basin.  These counts are designed to give biologists insight into how 
the herds survived last winter and how good the production and survival of fawns has been over the spring 
and summer.  The data collected are used with other information to help estimate antelope population sizes 
and set harvest strategies.   

Fawn to Doe Ratios in the Black Thunder Pronghorn Herd Unit since 2000 compared to the average during this 
timeframe. 
 

 

 

In the Water 

Population Estimates, Alcova Reservoir 
Update  
 

The Casper Fish Management crew completed fall 
walleye netting on Alcova, Pathfinder and Seminoe 
Reservoirs.  We are seeing evidence of good recruit-
ment at Pathfinder and Seminoe Reservoirs from two 
years ago, as well as large numbers of older, larger 
fish.  This means walleye fishing should continue to be 
stellar in these waters for the foreseeable future. 
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Alcova Reservoir Update 

  
Game and Fish is in the second year of a five-year project 
to evaluate trout stocking in Alcova Reservoir.  In order 
to study whether rainbow trout are the best fit for the 
lake, we have started stocking kokanee, Bear River cut-
throat and Snake River cutthroat in addition to rainbow 
trout.   The study is designed so we can gauge survival, 
growth and angler catch rates of these species compared 
to rainbow trout.  It is still early in the study, but the re-
sults after one year show Bear River cutthroat survived 
better than rainbow trout, while Snake River cutthroat 
survival did not differ from rainbow trout.  Gauging ko-
kanee survival is more difficult because they are not easily sampled with traditional trout gill-net sets, but ko-
kanee did survive and are being caught by anglers.  We plan on conducting a sonar estimate of kokanee this 
summer (using a high-tech sonar unit to conduct a population estimate) which will help us evaluate survival 
of kokanee relative to rainbow trout.  We will continue to stock kokanee, Bear River cutthroat, Snake River cut-
throat and rainbow trout for several more years at which point we will collect and analyze data to make a de-
termination on future trout management at this popular fishery.  
 
The walleye population is trending down in Alcova right now.  The catch rate in our standard fall gill-net 
sampling fell from a high of 0.60 walleye per hour in 2012 to 0.26 walleye per hour in 2016.  On the surface, it 
would appear that the increased limit is responsible for the decline in walleye, but the data paints a different 
picture.  We can measure annual survival rates of a population using gill-net catch data in conjunction with 
fish age data we collect from the fish themselves.  What we are seeing is that the annual survival rate for wall-
eye between two and six years old (13 to 22 inches) actually increased from around 40% before 2012 to 50% 
currently, meaning a larger percentage of the population is surviving over the course of the year.  On top of 
this, we measure year class strength as the number of two-year-old walleye caught in our sample from year to 
year (because we don’t reliably catch one-year-old walleye – they are too small).  This data shows Alcova wall-
eye had good reproduction in 2009 and 2012, but had below average reproduction since.  Because the survival 
rate has increased, this leaves poor reproduction as the smoking gun behind the decline in walleye numbers at 
Alcova. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Alcova Kokanee in 2016 
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Of Interest 

Guzzler Update, EHDV 

 

Last year we told you about two new wildlife guzzlers that the Wyoming Game and Fish Department 
(WGFD), the United States Forest Service (USFS), and the South Dakota Game, Fish, and Parks (SDGFP) 
worked together to install on Elk Mountain, southeast of Newcastle WY. The guzzlers are part of a large water 
development project that the WGFD, USFS, and SDGFP have been working on collaboratively.  WGFD, 
SDGFP and the USFS plan on installing two more guzzlers at the end of the summer of 2018, depending on 
when the associated pipeline in the area can be completed. Funds for this project came from the Water for 
Wildlife Foundation, the Wyoming Wild Sheep Foundation, the Wyoming Governor’s Big Game License Coa-
lition, and the Black Hills Mulies Chapter of the Mule Deer Foundation.  This summer, the USFS put up a trail 
camera at one of the guzzlers installed last year. Check out the photos of wildlife observed using the water 
guzzlers. The camera documented over 3,000 pictures of bighorn sheep using this guzzler in a month and a 
half period.  
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Epizootic Hemorrhagic Disease Virus (EHDV)  
In the Black Hills area, it appears the bluetongue virus (BTV)/ epizootic hemor-
rhagic disease virus (EHDV) has about come close to running its course with 
the colder weather, although we can likely expect a few more fatalities.  Overall, 
the Black Hills area lost a fair number of deer, but still has plenty.  Hunters in 
some locations will notice the impacts more than others.  Impacts to mule deer 
and antelope south of Newcastle should not be noticeable in the October sea-
son.  Below is more information regarding BTV and EDHV. 
 
 What is Hemorrhagic Disease/Bluetongue? 
Hemorrhagic disease is often observed in pronghorn caused by infection with 
either EHDV or bluetongue virus. Hemorrhagic disease caused by EHDV/BTV 
in Wyoming and the Rocky Mountain west is seasonal, occurring in late sum-
mer to early fall (corresponding with the presence of arthropod vectors), and 
tends to occur in epizootics with high morbidity and mortality in affected 
pronghorn populations (mortalities may be in the tens, hundreds, or thou-
sands). Outbreaks of disease tend to occur at lower elevations (usually <7,000 ft) and are observed at fairly 
predictable 4–7 year cycles, with smaller disease events and sometimes no detectable disease events in inter-
vening years.  
 
How Does Bluetongue Affect Me?  
None of the causative viruses are recognized as human health threats. Impacts of EHDV/Bluetongue on Wild-

life  Hemorrhagic disease is a major cause of morbidity and mortality in susceptible species in Wyoming and 
the Rocky Mountain west, but significant mortality events are cyclical and there are no data to suggest that 
these events affect population stability or are limiting populations. At present, there is insufficient information 
to warrant management actions to control or prevent disease events or outbreaks in wildlife, but hemorrhagic 
disease has the potential to negatively impact small, threatened, or endangered populations or species in the 
future, and continued disease surveillance is recommended and warranted.  
 
What are clinical signs in deer with EHDV/BTV?  
In Wyoming and the Rocky Mountain west, animals are often found without any antemortem evidence or his-
tory of illness. Affected animals are commonly found near water sources (rivers, creeks, springs, ponds, etc.). 
Early on or in the peracute or acute forms of disease animals typically are in good nutritional condition and 
may exhibit fever, depression, inability or unwillingness to rise or move, respiratory distress, and/or swelling 
of the head, neck, tongue , or ocular (eye) tissues. If animals survive this period, they may exhibit dehydration, 
lameness, anorexia, prolonged recumbancy (“downer” animals), loss of awareness of surroundings, and vary-
ing degrees of weight loss or loss of condition. It is rare to see the chronic form of hemorrhagic disease in Wy-
oming and the Rocky Mountain west (emaciated animals, often with chronic foot problems leading to perma-
nent lameness).  
 
What to do if you see an animal with signs of EHDV/BTV?  
To help further our understanding of this disease and its distribution across the state, we request that you re-
port cervids or pronghorn displaying any of the clinical signs listed above to your local WGFD wildlife biolo-
gist, game warden, or WGFD office. For additional information on EHDV/BTV or any other wildlife disease, 
please contact the WGFD Wildlife Health Laboratory at 307-745-5865. 
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Lusk Game Warden Brady Vandeberg snapped this picture of a buck 
pronghorn antelope with absolutely no horn growth.  The photo 

shows large head black face and black cheek patch, but the ante-

lope had no horns.  Through observation, Warden Vandeberg was 
able to verify the antelope was male, just oddly had no horn growth.  
 
 
 
 

 
 
A pronghorn antelope 
buck was harvested near 
Casper that had an addi-
tional pair of smaller 
horns growing behind its 
usual set, with another 
tiny bit of horn growing 
off its nose.  The addi-
tional horn growth on the 
buck's face is unusual, but 
has been seen before in 
the region.  
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

In the News 

Glenrock Law Enforcement Safety Day  
Local game wardens had a great day working with youth in Glenrock.  

Wardens assisted with the Glenrock Law Enforcement Safety Day and 
worked with kids to teach them shooting sports. 
 
 


