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May Hunting 
Black Hills Wild Turkeys 
 
The spring, wild turkey hunting season in the Black Hills is in full swing.  
However, local field personnel report that hunter participation and pres-
sure on the National Forest has been relatively light.   

Overall, wild turkey numbers in the Black Hills are still well below their 
last peak in 2010.  However, after a couple of years of good reproduction 
and survival, their numbers are trending upwards.   

Newcastle Wildlife Biologist Joe Sandrini noted that while hunting pressure 
has seemed to be light, those hunters chasing America’s largest game 
bird are having some success.  “I’d say about 50% of the hunters I have 
been running into have either harvested a bird or had a chance at one,” 
states Sandrini. 

So far, things look promising again this year for the wild turkey population 
with Sandrini adding, “Spring weather, as we approach the peak of the 
nest initiation time period, has been fairly cooperative, and we are hoping 
for another good hatch this year.” 
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Gang of wild turkeys near Lusk, with albino turkey in the flock 
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May Fishing 
Welcome Jeff Glaid 
 
With the promotion of fisheries biologist Matt Hahn to 
regional fisheries supervisor, a new fisheries biologist is 
welcomed to the Casper Region, Jeff Glaid. 
 
Glaid earned a bachelor’s degree from Juniata College in 
his home state of Pennsylvania and he recently finished 
his master’s from Montana State University where he 
used PIT tagging and radio telemetry to assess out-
migration of subadult bull trout in the Thompson River 
of northwestern Montana. 
 
In addition to his M.S. research, Glaid’s fisheries experience includes work as a burbot research technician in 
Wyoming’s Wind River drainage and two field seasons as a regional fisheries technician for Game and Fish in 
Lander.  His unique and diverse work background includes positions as a veterinary intern at the National 
Aviary, a pronghorn research technician in Idaho, a deer management technician in Pennsylvania, and two 
seasons as a sage-grouse field biologist for Wyoming Wildlife Consultants in Pinedale.   
 
Glaid has an impressively diverse skill set and an obvious passion for central Wyoming’s fisheries and wildlife 
resources.   

 

On the Ground 
Willow Planting, Sage-Grouse Update, Litter, Chokecherry Planting 
 
In April 2017, Game and Fish planted 1,005 willow stakes and 74 narrowleaf cottonwood stakes along Bolton 
Creek.  The willow and cottonwood were planted in the sediment that has been trapped by the man-made 
beaver dams that we have created over the past several years.  It is our intention the willow and cottonwood 
will get established and hold this sediment in place for years to come.  In addition to holding the sediment, the 
willows and cottonwoods will start to change the Bolton Creek riparian area from the undesired big sage-
brush, greasewood and rabbitbrush dominated plant community to the desired willow and cottonwood plant 
community. 
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Sage-Grouse Update 
Casper Region Game and Fish personnel, 
BLM, wildlife consultants for energy, local 
ranchers and other volunteers have been 
busy surveying sage-grouse leks.  When the 
weather has cooperated, preliminary results 
have been mixed, with a fair number of birds 
at most of the leks checked.  

Newcastle Wildlife Biologist Joe Sandrini in-
dicated that the dancing birds seem to be 
sticking to or returning to traditional lek sites 
more this year compared to the past few.  “It 
seems like we have relatively fewer young 
birds in the population compared to last year, 
and fewer birds are strutting on satellite leks 
or on the periphery of the main leks,” 
Sandrini observed. 

He also reports that hen attendance was strong this year and maybe peaked a few days earlier, with few hens 
showing up in late April.  “The weather this spring in Thunder Basin has allowed hens to get a good start at 
nesting,” Sandrini said, adding - “I’m not seeing as many hens returning to the leks later in the season this 
year, which would seem to indicate that so far they are not losing nests or clutches in great numbers.” 

Sage-grouse lek attendance in Converse and Niobrara counties was either comparable or lower in 2017 than in 
recent years. Declines have been low to moderate, although numbers generally have not been as low as at-
tendance in the years preceding 2015.  
 
In other areas near Casper, initial data shows that numbers of male sage-grouse visiting leks are slightly lower 
than the past few years.  Numbers in recent years have been high, so this year’s numbers are not alarming.  
 
More detailed sage-grouse reports will be available once all the data is collected and analyzed.  

 

Litter 
As the snow begins to melt, litter left from winter months 
begins to show.  Douglas Wildlife Biologist Willow Steen 
picked up trash at her local access areas along the North 
Platte River. Most of the litter consists of various bever-
age containers, pieces of foam coolers, empty shotgun 
shells and bait containers. Please remember, many of   
these places are privately owned areas that are available 
for sportsmen to use.  Olease be respectful and pack out 
your trash to ensure these sites will be available to use in 
the future.  
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Chokecherry Planting 
 
For the previous two years, chokecherries have been 
planted at the Hat Creek Breaks with Converse County 
Sportsman for Fish and Wildlife. Some of the plants 
needed to be held back and planted at a later date, so 
Douglas Wildlife Biologist Willow Steen worked in 
April to get the final plants in the ground.  With the 
moisture hitting this spring and unpredictable road 
conditions, Steen used horses to access the backcountry 
and prevent habitat damage. It's a bit too early for a 
good survival estimate on the plants, but the plants 
were beginning to bud out and appear quite healthy. 

 

 

In the Water 
Channel Cats for Wyoming, Self-Guided Tour at Speas 
 
Recently, the Game and Fish swapped 14,000 fingerlings and 10,000 catchable rainbow trout with the Arkansas 
Game and Fish Commission.  In return, they provided Wyoming with 71,000 channel catfish.  In the Casper 
Region, Yesness Pond, JBarU, Glendo Wetlands, the North Platte River above Glendo, Glendo Reservoir, Bry-
an Stock Trail and Guernsey Slough received various numbers of catfish.  These fish were also distributed to 
other areas across the state for angler’s enjoyment!  

 

 

 

Picking up the channel catfish in Arkansas (left) and sorting catfish before stocking them into Wyoming waters (right) 

Wildlife Biologist Steen and horses planting chokecherries 
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Self-Guided Tour at the Dan Speas Fish Hatchery 
A self-guided tour has been completed at the 
Speas Fish Hatchery!  Visitors are now greeted by 
signs that provide information for their tour.  You 
can learn about fish distribution trucks, how fish 
are loaded and stocked, how eggs are incubated, 
hatched and cared for, as well as how the complex 
fish culture equipment works.  The main kiosk is 
located in the heart of the facility and from there 
visitors are invited to follow the fish trail that 
leads from building to building.   
 
If you are interested in a guided tour, please call 
the hatchery at 307-473-8890 to arrange a date and 
time, otherwise feel free to take a self-guided tour, 
no reservations necessary.  The Speas Fish Hatch-
ery is open daily 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. 
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In the News 
New Game Wardens 

 
Game and Fish welcomes two new game wardens to the Casper Region, Trevor Meadows and John Pokallus.  
Meadows and Pokallus recently graduated from the Wyoming Law Enforcement Academy and will be stationed 
in Casper over the next several months.  As game wardens in the Casper Region, they will spend time doing 
boating safety on local reservoirs, as well as working with fish and wildlife from Pathfinder all the way to the 
Black Hills. 
 

 

Pokallus grew up in Gillette and is excited to join Game and Fish 
close to home.  He got his bachelor’s from the University of Wyo-
ming and earned his master’s at the University of Wisconsin-
Madison. He participated in wildlife research on a wide variety of 
animals ranging from mice, voles, and martens, to deer, black 
bears, and porcupines across the United States.  Pokallus most re-
cently worked in Washington as a research scientist and realized 
how unique and rare Wyoming’s wildlife and environmental re-
sources are, and he wanted to be a part of it.   
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
Meadows graduated from Humboldt State University with a bache-
lor’s degree and began work as a restoration biologist, designing and 
restoring degraded wildlife habitat, before joining the Wyoming 
Game and Fish Department.  Meadows worked as a habitat and access 
technician before becoming a game warden.  I’m excited to learn this 
area and work with the people and wildlife.  Biology, wildlife and 
conservation are my passions and I’m looking forward to serving 
this community. From the mountains, river, lakes, sagebrush coun-
try and high prairie; this region has a little bit of everything. It’s 
amazing to get to work with such a wide breadth of wildlife and 
habitat types.  

 

 

 

 


