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On the Ground 
Area 66 Deer Captures 
 
In February, Casper Region Game and Fish personnel (in conjunction 
with the Casper BLM) launched a three-year mule deer study to better 
understand the Bates Hole/Hat Six mule deer herd.  Over a three-day 
period, 45 adult female mule deer were captured with a helicopter net-
gunning crew and were fitted with satellite GPS collars to track their 
movements over the next three years.  The collars provide us with pre-
cise location data every four hours for the next three years.  This study 
will yield valuable insight into CWD prevalence and dynamics within 
adult female mule deer and will help us better understand annual sur-
vival rates and cause-specific mortality.  The data will help us better un-
derstand home ranges, daily and seasonal movements, define any poten-
tial migration corridors, and seasonal habitat selection - which can then 
be used to target future habitat improvement projects.   
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The captures went very well (except for bitter cold winds for two 
days), with several members of the public and our Mule Deer Initiative 
working group, including high school and college students, also help-
ing out.  In particular, the Game and Fish would like to thank all those 
private landowners that allowed access to their property to catch and 
collar deer.  We are pleased to report that most of the deer were in pret-
ty good body condition considering they were caught in the late win-
ter.  However, these deer went into the winter in pretty good shape.  
Thankfully, winter conditions became pretty mild in late January with 
warm temperatures and persistent winds blowing forage free of snow, 
and have remained relatively mild since.  All in all, we think these deer 
should experience fairly normal over-winter survival this year.  We are 
looking forward to seeing what we can learn from these collared deer!  
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On the Ground 
Winter and Wildlife 
 

Douglas Area 
Due to concerns in other parts of the state on winterkill, 
Douglas Wildlife Biologist Willow Steen spent time observ-
ing the country when things opened up in February. Big 
game still appears to be in good body condition for the most 
part, and no winterkill wildlife were found.  
 

 
Winterkill is assumed to be minimal throughout Glenrock, Douglas, and 
Lusk because warmer conditions following snow events led to exposed for-
age. However, a landowner north of Douglas reported 10 dead antelope and 
Biologist Steen investigated. She found that the animals were all dead near 
an area with alfalfa hay. The antelope had gotten into the hay and all had 
rumens full of alfalfa. Two antelope were taken to the lab, but nothing out of 
the ordinary was detected although the animals were emaciated. We are not 
sure why the antelope were emaciated since snow conditions were not ex-
treme enough to impede forage access. However, the most likely scenario is 
that pronghorn were starving and the alfalfa hay that they consumed caused 
rumen malfunction leading to death. The Douglas biologist will be surveying 
the area to see if the problem persists. However, no other landowners have 
reported instances such as this, so we suspect that it is a localized issue.  
 
 
 
 

 
Black Hills Area 
The warmer weather of late has opened up a lot of country and there is even a tinge of green in some places.  
Good numbers of deer, both mule and white-tailed, and antelope have been observed moving on to transition-
al ranges and into fields where there is a little green grass showing.  The Black Hills have not experienced the 
weather much of the rest of the state has.  In fact, as of March 1, snowpack was below average in many loca-
tions in the Black Hills.  Overall, winter survival to date looks like it was about average, to maybe a little below 
average due to poor range conditions leading into this winter.   
 
Currently, Game and Fish is looking at either keeping hunting seasons identical to last fall or slightly increas-
ing license numbers across the area.  Any significant spring storms with extended snow cover or cold 
temperatures could imperil winter survival as most big game animals on the range right now are just making 
it by.  License numbers will continued to be evaluated. 
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In the Water 
Speas and Kokanee 
 

Dan Speas Fish Hatchery is full and primed for 
the upcoming stocking season.  If you have not 
taken the time to visit the facility or haven’t been 
to the facility in a while, now is a great oppor-
tunity. Currently, there are over 1.7 million fish and six different species at the hatchery.  The fish range in size 
from small fry to nine-inch fish that are sure to get you wet.  
 
One of the more popular fish species on station is the kokanee salmon.  Kokanee are a landlocked sockeye 
salmon that are native to the Pacific Northwest.  Kokanee reach maturity at two to three years of age and range 
in length from 14 to21 inches.  During spawning these fish change from their shiny chrome color to brilliant 
red and green. There are approximately 406,000 at Speas, and they are growing fast at over one-half inch per 
month.  These young salmon are now in the hatchery building where you can get up close and personal to 
look at them. Kokanee from Speas are scheduled to be stocked in seven Wyoming waters this year starting in 
May with the last group leaving the hatchery in October for Alcova Reservoir.   
 
The addition of kokanee to the Alcova fishery has generated a considerable amount of interest from local     
anglers.  Preliminary data show kokanee growth and survival has been excellent and they are available for   
anglers to catch; it just takes some specialized gear and know how.  Once you figure out how to target them, 
they can be an exciting fish to catch and are good eating as well.  These fish represent the fish reared and 
stocked at Speas Hatchery over the past three years.  
 

If you want to fish for kokanee, your best bet will be to fish 
from a boat.  Kokanee are what is known as a pelagic spe-
cies, which means they live in the middle of the lake sus-
pended over deep water.  Most successful kokanee anglers 
troll for them using downriggers, lead core line or trolling 
weights to get their lures down to where the fish are, which 
can be as deep as 70 feet.  A typical kokanee trolling rig 
consists of a dodger or flasher followed closely by a small 
spinner or rubber squid.   Kokanee are a very popular sport 
fish in the western U.S.  Hence there is a lot of useful in-
formation online showing how to catch them.  Once 
hooked, kokanee are a hard fighting fish, known for re-
peatedly leaping from the water.  Since they tend to school 

together, once you find them, catch rates can be very high.  In addition to being hard fighters, kokanee are 
great eating as well.  Cook them like you would cook other salmon; they are excellent smoked, grilled or fried! 
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If you would like to visit the Dan Speas Fish Hatchery to see the kokanee or any of the other fish, stop in. The 
facility is open from 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. daily.   Speas has self-guided tour pamphlets available, and if you would 
like to schedule a tour of the facility, please contact the Speas staff at 307-473-8890.  Scheduled tours are offered 
between the hours of 10 a.m. and 4 p.m.   
 

 

Of Interest 
White-tailed deer 
 
This white-tailed doe was found stuck in this metal fence in Casper.  As you can see, both front legs made it all 
the way through, which made it impossible to get back out.  The gap in this fence was only about seven inches 
wide!  The doe must have hit the fence with a lot of force, and then struggled to get one front leg through at a 
time.  Fortunately, she was still alive.  When Wildlife Management Coordinator Justin Binfet arrived, he was 
able to immobilize the deer so the fence could be cut to free the deer.  The deer recovered but lost some hair in 
the ordeal.  Thanks to the landowners for allowing the fence to be cut to free the deer. 
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In the News 
Joe Sandrini honored with the  
Henry S. Mosby Award  
 
Joe Sandrini, a wildlife biologist with the Wyoming Game and Fish Department 
(WGFD) in Newcastle, was recently recognized for his long-term work with wild 
turkeys in Wyoming.  Sandrini was honored with the prestigious Henry S. Mosby 
Award, which is a national award given out at the National Wild Turkey Federa-
tion’s (NWTF) 41st annual Convention and Sports show held Feb. 15 to Feb. 19 in Nashville, Tenn. 
 
The Mosby Award is named for Dr. Henry S. Mosby, who conducted research on wild turkeys in the mid-
1900s. Mosby’s work helped set the standards for wild turkey management.  Mosby also helped found The 
Wildlife Society during his role as an educator and mentor for those in the wildlife profession. 
 
In Wyoming, Sandrini helped direct the four-year Black Hills Gobbler Mortality study, combining changes in 
hunting seasons with research, harvest data and human dimensions work to develop a framework for multiple 
wild turkey tom bag limits.  He has served as the chair for the WGFD’s wild turkey working group since its 

inception and has been instrumental in updating wild turkey management 
and improving wild turkey brood data collection and analysis.  In 2013, 
Sandrini spearheaded the reduction of wild turkey hunt areas from 14 to five, 
including standardizing season dates to reduce regulation complexity and im-
prove management.  These changes were widely accepted by the resident and 
non-resident hunters Sandrini interacts with throughout the year in all matters 
wild turkey.  
 
“Joe remains vigilant in collecting wild turkey population census and harvest 
data to best determine strategies to opti-
mize harvest opportunity while maintain-
ing quality hunting and a sustainable 
wild turkey population,” noted Collin 
Smith, NWTF regional biologist.  

 
“I can’t think of anyone more deserving of this honor,” stated Scott 
Talbott, Director of Wyoming Game and Fish.  “He incorporates land-
owners into his surveys and finds a great balance between the varying 
interests involved in wild turkey management.  We are excited to con-
gratulate Joe on this national award.” 
 
April will mark the start of another spring turkey season and Sandrini’s 
25th year with WGFD, where he spent his first ten years as a game warden 
before becoming a wildlife biologist.  Stationed in Newcastle since 1994, 
Sandrini has served as the WGFD’s technical representative to the NWTF 
for 10 years as well as being a member of the Western Association of Fish 
and Wildlife Association western wild turkey working group. 


