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June Fishing 
22nd Annual Kids’ Fishing Day 
 
Game and Fish and the 
Community Recreation 
Foundation hosted the 
22nd Annual Kids’ 
Fishing Day on June 3 at 
Harry Yesness Pond.  
This year,  430 kids 
registered for the event 
and the North Platte 
Walleyes donated fishing poles to 320 kids.  Many youngsters were 
successful in catching fish, with channel catfish and Arctic grayling 
getting the biggest reaction from anglers.   
 
Thanks again to the many sponsors of the event who donated and 
assisted in many ways:   North Platte Walleyes Unlimited, Wyoming Fly 
Casters, Grey Reef Trout Unlimited Chapter, Sportsman’s Warehouse, 
Wagner’s Outdoor Outfitters and Rocky Mountain Discount Sports. 
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On the Ground 
Newcastle Area Sage-Grouse, Pronghorn Transects, Cedar Waxwings 
 
Sage grouse counts wrapped up for the year during May.  In Newcastle, Wildlife Biologist Joe Sandrini report-
ed in general the number of male grouse found on leks that were counted was up a bit this year – continuing a 
four-year trend.  With most all of the lek data submitted for the Newcastle biologist district, things are looking 
a little better this year: 

 
Sandrini also noted, however, there are some occupied leks that are struggling but looking at the broader pic-
ture, there was not a lot of change from last year: 

 
On a final, positive note, there were a few leks that were not active this year, a couple that were inactive did 
see attendance by grouse: 
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Pronghorn Line Transect Surveys 
 
Sightings of antelope fawns and a few deer 
fawns have begun to come in, and it looks like 
we are heading for a good fawn crop this sum-
mer.  Time will tell, but with the green condi-
tions on the landscape, generally moderate win-
ter in the northeast corner of the state and a 
large contingent of two- and three-year-old 
does, Game and Fish is hoping for another shot 
in the arm to increase big game numbers throughout the region.  Recently, line transect surveys for antelope 
were started and when these are finished Game and Fish should have a good idea of herd performance over 
the past year. 

 
 
 
 
 
These surveys provide a population estimate that is separate from the 
computer model, which helps “truth” or anchor the population estimate 
from the ground every few years.  Conditions were very good during the 
survey flights, with low winds, good sunlight, and a nice green backdrop 
of vegetation so pronghorn were easy to spot.  Information from the sur-
vey will be analyzed over the summer and integrated into the overall pop-
ulation estimate for this herd.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Lusk Game Warden Brady Vandeberg looked into a report of 15 to 20 cedar waxwings found injured or dead.  
The birds were collected and sent for analysis.  Stay tuned for an update to what happened to these birds.   
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In the Water 
Walleye Tagging Study at Pathfinder 
 
This year, anglers need to 
look carefully at the walleye 
they catch at Pathfinder 
Reservoir.  They could catch 
a lucky fish and win a prize!  
All returned tags will quali-
fy for a reward.  Rewards 
vary in value from $5 to 
$200 and have been gener-
ously donated by Sports-
man’s Warehouse and 
Rocky Mountain Discount 
Sports. 
 
Tags are bright-orange, oval 
discs wired to the walleye be-
tween the dorsal fins (see picture).  

 
If you catch a tagged walleye, please cut off the tag and return 
it to the Wyoming Game and Fish Department.  If you prefer 
to release the walleye, that’s ok, but you must remove and 
submit the tag for it to count.  Tag return boxes with envelopes 
for tags will be at the Pathfinder Marina and Bishop’s Point 
boat launches, where you can deposit tags.  Or, you can drop 
the tag in the mail using the envelope.   The tags also have a 
phone number you can call to get information about returning 
them.   

 
Fishery biologists are tagging walleye at Pathfinder this spring 
to figure out the percentage of the walleye population caught 
over the next year.  Biologists will roughly compare the num-
ber of tags returned by anglers from fish that were caught to 
the total number of Walleye that were tagged.  This “exploita-
tion” or “harvest rate” will help inform future management 
decisions.  This is a chance to help manage your fishery, so 
make sure to return walleye tags from Pathfinder Reservoir!   
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

A tagged walleye at Pathfinder Reservoir 
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Of Interest 

Newborn Wildlife  
 
A great-horned owl was 
found behaving in a 
tame manner on a ranch 
near Meadow Acres.  It 
appeared to have an in-
jury on its left eye and 
was taken for a quick 
evaluation at the vet.  
Upon closer examina-
tion, it was found to 
have a cactus quill float-
ing inside its eye.  The vet determined the original scar was 
almost fully healed, and the quill would likely remain, with-
out pain, inside the bird's eye.  Since it was probably not im-
peding the bird's eyesight in a detrimental fashion, the owl 
was returned to where it had been found, to be reunited with 
its adults.   
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
During a long-billed curlew survey in early May north of Lance Creek, Wildlife Biologist Willow Steen found 
three male sage-grouse displaying on a site that is over ten miles from the nearest known lek. There was also 
one male sharp-tailed grouse on the site as well. Game and Fish has seen an increasing number of leks in Con-
verse and Niobrara counties with sharp-tailed grouse attending.  When returning to the lek later that day,  
Steen found one female sharp-tailed grouse and a very odd-looking male. Upon further inspection, she identi-
fied the bird as a sage-grouse/sharp-tailed grouse hybrid. Game Warden Brady Vandeberg was able to snap 
these pictures of the hybrid a few days later.  
 


