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from the central waterways of the North Platte River to the scenic Black Hills                     1 

Winter Conditions 
Casper Region Update 
 

The Casper Region has received above average snowfall in many areas, es-
pecially south of Casper, in the Laramie Range, and in the Black Hills.  In 
addition, all areas within the Region have experienced three separate pro-
tracted periods of bitter cold followed by extended warming periods with 
sustained high winds.  Generally speaking, winter conditions have been fair-
ly harsh through mid-January.  There is also some snow crusting going on as 
warming periods that melt snow are then followed by prolonged periods of 
sub-freezing temperatures.   

  
Given winter has been above average in severity thus far, we expect some 
degree of elevated mortality in antelope and deer throughout the Region, 
particularly in fawns. To date, the only mortality that has been reported has 
occurred in a few fawn deer and some turkeys in the Black Hills (Sundance 
area).  Fortunately, antelope and deer entered the winter in relatively good 
body condition, which was bolstered by decent fall precipitation in many 
areas resulting in early fall green-up, giving them a boost of nutrition and 
available forage heading into winter.  In addition, the fall was extremely 
mild with extended periods of above-average temperatures lasting through 
mid-November.  However, if late winter and early spring conditions contin-
ue to experience significant snow accumulation and additional cold snaps, 
overwinter mortality may be higher than normal, and may even affect all 
age classes.  Time will tell.  As always, Casper Region personnel will contin-
ue to monitor winter conditions and big game survival throughout the 
spring to gauge the impacts this winter has had on wildlife populations. 
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            A rainbow trout from Pathfinder 

Hunting 
Duck and Goose Season Recap 
 
The end of duck season was solid.  Jump shoot-
ers struggled, but those with decoy spreads did 
well.  There were lots of goldeneye and coots, 
along with some mallards and an occasional 
wigeon.  Goose hunting on agricultural fields 
was excellent, especially with decoys.  This was 
almost exclusively found on private land.  Public 
lands were much more challenging for goose 
hunting. 
 
 
 

February Fishing 
Pathfinder Update 
 
The Casper Fisheries Management Crew initiated a creel survey at Path-
finder Reservoir and Miracle Mile on January 1.  At the Pathfinder check 
station, so far 399 anglers have been interviewed about their fishing trip 
on their way home after a day on the ice.  Fishing was hit or miss, with 
most successful anglers catching rainbow trout in the 17 to 20-inch range, 
and a few Snake River cutthroat trout in the mix.  Very few walleye were 

caught through the ice.   
 
At the Miracle Mile, 95 anglers 
were contacted during the same 
period.  Anglers were present at 
the Mile through all but the 
harshest travel conditions.  Fish-
ing was pretty good for both 
rainbow and brown trout.  Most 
rainbows caught were in the 15 
to 18-inch range.   
 
These surveys will continue 
through August, and will pro-
vide data needed to update estimates of fishing pressure (angler-
hours spent), catch, harvest, and angler attitudes. 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

A great caught by an ice angler on Goldeneye 
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Game and Fish Director Scott Talbot welcomes 
attendees from across the region to Wyoming   

On the Ground 

Elk Classifications 
 
Casper Region wardens and biologists recently 
conducted elk classification surveys.  On days 
with low wind and good sun, elk are easiest to 
spot against a snowy backdrop during the winter 
months.  
 
Elk in large groups are flown over at a distance 
and recorded with a video camera.  This footage is then evaluated on a computer in slow motion to better cap-
ture the composition of the herd.   Game wardens and biologists classify elk into total number of cows, calves, 
spikes and mature bulls.  This year, over 7,800 total elk were surveyed in the herds surrounding Casper, Glen-
rock, and Douglas.  In most cases, elk herds in the Casper area are bigger than desired, so WGFD managers 
continue to seek solutions to improve hunting access and maximize harvest in the region. 
 
This important information is used to determine the population trend as well as the quality of bulls left after 
the hunting season.  The resulting data helps determine what hunting seasons and license numbers will be for 
the upcoming fall.  
 
 

In the Water 
Great Plains, Fisheries Supervisor 
 
As President of the Great Plains Fishery Workers Association in 2017, 
Casper Fisheries Biologist Gordon Edwards and the Wyoming Game 
and Fish hosted the annual workshop in Casper, January 23-25th.  
Fisheries biologists and fish culturists gathered from Saskatchewan, 
Montana, North Dakota, South Dakota, Wyoming, Nebraska, and 
Colorado to discuss recent projects and diagnose fishery issues.  
About $2,600 of the meeting's proceeds will be donated to a scholar-
ship for students at the University of Wyoming studying aquatic sci-
ences.   
 

 
Matt Hahn has been named the new regional fisheries supervisor, replacing Al Conder 
who retired in January.  Matt has been a regional fisheries biologist in Casper since 
2006.  He will now oversee all the waters in the Casper Region and two fisheries biolo-
gists.  Matt was raised in Riverton, graduated from UW with a bachelor’s in fisheries 
and wildlife management and completed his master’s from the University of North 
Dakota.  Prior to coming to Casper, Matt worked for Game and Fish in Green River 
and Laramie.  If you need to contact Matt concerning Casper Region waters, please 
don’t hesitate to call!  Matt can be reached by phone at (307) 473-3415 
or matt.hahn@wyo.gov. 
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Of Interest 
Deer, Public Meetings 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Sundance Game Warden Chris Teter was out patrolling damage to haystacks when he observed a white-tailed deer 
in a haystack.  Turns out the deer was stuck after falling in between the bales.  Teter managed to reach in and help 
the deer out. 
 

 
Public Meetings 

The Casper Region of the Wyoming Game 
and Fish Department will hold a series of 
public meetings to present and discuss pro-
posed 2017 hunting seasons.  

During the meetings, Game and Fish per-
sonnel will be available to discuss the pro-
posed 2017 hunting seasons for local hunt 
areas.  Public meetings will be in the follow-
ing locations: 

DATE  LOCATION 
March 20 Community Center, 401 Sager St, Hulett, 7 p.m. 
March 21 Crook County Courthouse basement, 309 Cleveland Street, Sundance, 4 p.m. 
March 21 U.S.D.A. Forest Service Office, 1225 Washington Blvd, Newcastle, 7 p.m. 
March 22 Converse County Courthouse basement, 107 N. 5th St, Douglas, 6 p.m. 
March 23 Niobrara County Courthouse, 424 S. Elm, Lusk, 5 p.m. 
March 27 Game and Fish Casper Regional Office, 3030 Energy Lane, Casper, 6 p.m. 

Attending a public meeting is one way to learn about local wildlife populations, ask questions and visit with local 
Game and Fish biologists and game wardens.   The public is always welcome to call, email or stop by and talk with 
their local game warden or biologist anytime.   

If you are unable to attend any of the meetings, written comments may also be mailed to:  Wyoming Game and Fish 
Department, Attn: Regulations, 3030 Energy Lane, Casper, WY 82604. Individuals may also provide comments by 
going online at: wgfd.wyo.gov and clicking on Get Involved and the Public Meetings tab.  All written comments 
must be received by 5 p.m. on March 30, 2017 and are provided to the Wyoming Game and Fish Commission and 
field personnel for review. 


