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Hunting Update 
Hunter Mentor Program 
 
Since 2008, Wyoming's Hunter 
Mentor Program (HMP) has al-
lowed a person who has not yet 
received hunter safety certification 
to apply for a special authorization 
to hunt when accompanied by a 
qualified mentor. The HMP allows 
someone new to hunting to expe-
rience the hunt before committing 
to the coursework required to 
complete their hunter safety certi-
fication. 
 
What is the Hunter Mentor Pro-
gram? 
Hunting is a valued natural herit-
age in Wyoming, one that is 
passed down through generations. 
Those born on or after January 1, 
1966 (with a few exceptions) must complete a hunter safety(education) 
course before hunting with a firearm in Wyoming. The course teaches 
hunter ethics, firearms and outdoor safety, along with laws and regula-
tions to provide an important foundation for the new hunter. Hunter ed-
ucation classes typically run about 15 hours and are offered as traditional 
or online courses. Occasionally, enrolling in a hunter education class is 
complicated due to scheduling conflicts. That may discourage some 
youths from participating in their first-time hunting experience. 
 
Wyoming's HMP allows a person who has not yet earned their hunter 
education certification to apply for a special authorization to hunt while 
accompanied by a mentor. This special authorization may create oppor-
tunities for those potentially interested in hunting to experience a hunt 
before committing to the hunter education coursework.
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Who can be a Hunter Mentor? 
Serving as a hunter mentor is a great way 
to recruit new hunters and provides sea-
soned hunters a way to give back to the 
hunting community. Being a mentor can 
be a great experience, but carries with it 
some responsibilities. Mentors should be 
prepared to provide a safe and memorable 
first-time hunting experience by conduct-
ing themselves in a safe, legal, ethical and 
responsible manner at all times. The men-
tor is responsible for making sure his or 
her mentee hunter understands the appro-
priate hunting regulations, safe hunting 
practices and ethical considerations during 
any mentored hunting experience. 
 
Who can be a Mentee? 
Anyone who plans to hunt in Wyoming may participate in the hunter mentor program. A mentee can hunt for any 
species with appropriate licenses, but must be at least 12 years of age to hunt big game in Wyoming. A mentee shall 
apply for one special authorization which is valid for one year from the date of issue. A mentee can hunt with mul-
tiple mentors when enrolled with a special authorization as long as the mentors meet the above listed requirements. 
A new copy of the special authorization shall be printed out and signed by each mentor. After enrolling in the HMP, 
the mentees are encouraged to check the Game and Fish website hunter education course schedule to enroll in a 
class so they may continue with a lifetime of hunting. 
 
If the hunter mentee is under 18 years of age, he or she must obtain parental/guardian permission to apply for the 
special authorization. The mentee must carry the special authorization certificate at all times while hunting, just as 
hunters must carry their hunter education cards. The hunter mentee is also responsible for obtaining all necessary 
licenses, stamps or permits needed for the hunt.  
 
How to Register 
The HMP program is free. Enroll for a special authorization on the Game and Fish website.  To register for the HMP 
online, the hunter mentee, mentor or parent/guardian must generate a sportsman identification number which in-
cludes the mentee's information, including name, address, date of birth and the last four numbers of their Social Se-
curity number. 
 
Once the information is entered and the mentee is registered, the special authorization certificate must be printed 
and signed by the hunter mentor, mentee and the mentee's legal guardian if the mentee is under 18 years of age. 
The signed special authorization certificate must be carried by the mentee while hunting. Duplicate HMP certifi-
cates can be reprinted through the same system at no charge. This special authorization is not valid to hunt in Elk 
Hunt Areas 75 and 79.   

 
 
For more information, or for assistance with the online system, contact the Wyoming Game 
and Fish Department's Hunter Education Coordinator at (307) 777-4542 or (307) 777-4538.  
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Duck and goose seasons are open across the Casper Region 
through most of the month of December. Hunting during 
November for ducks was inconsistent at best and very few 
migrants made their way into the state during the month. 
However, goose hunting was great! Large numbers of 
small Canada and cackling geese were found throughout 
the region. If you had access to private fields these birds 
were using, you likely had a successful hunt. With the re-
cent cold front hitting the area, more ducks should make 
their way into the state. However, many of the small geese 
will be headed south. Hopefully, we will receive more 
weather that will send more birds into the area. 

 
 

December Fishing 
2018 Fishing Regulations 

 
As the snow starts to fly and the ice begins to form, anglers should be aware of the special 
winter ice fishing provisions and also be aware of regulations concerning fishing with live 
minnows. Live baitfish shall not be transported out of the designated use area as listed by 
the WGFD on the live baitfish receipt. More information about the use of live baitfish and 
the special winter ice fishing provisions can be found in the 2018 Wyoming Fishing Regu-
lations and online at wgfd.wyo.gov.  If you have any questions, don’t hesitate to contact 
the Casper Regional office at (307) 473-3400.  

 

 

Buy 2018 Licenses Now and SAVE! 
 
Residents and non-residents can save in the month of December on annual fishing, small game and game bird 
licenses, and lifetime licenses and stamps for the 2018 season. Many license fees are set to increase on Jan. 1, 
2018.  Watercraft registration for one year or three years will also be available for purchase at 2017 rates. A de-
tailed listing of license prices increases and information about purchasing can  be found on the Game and Fish 
website. 
 
It’s been 11 years since there was an increased fee for hunting, fishing and other licenses in Wyoming, during 
that time costs of wildlife management have continued to escalate. But, the 2017 Wyoming Legislature also 
had to continue to reduce spending. One way was to cut the $6 million per year that came from the state’s gen-
eral fund to Game and Fish. Recognizing the value of conserving the state’s wildlife lawmakers, also passed a 
license fee increase to offset the cut and to maintain current investments in wildlife at the level they are at now.  
 
This change means the Wyoming Game and Fish Department no longer receives any general fund legislative 
support and is funded almost entirely by sportspeople through license sales and federal excise revenue coming 
from the sale of hunting, shooting and fishing equipment. 
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On the Ground 
Beaver Restoration 
 
Recently, Game and Fish live-trapped and relocated one nuisance beaver into the riparian restoration project 
area on Bolton Creek.  Since early November, three pickup loads of aspen and cottonwood branches were 
hauled into the release site.  Following what appeared to be use of the aspen and cottonwood branches by 
beaver, two game cameras were installed to verify beaver activity.  As of late November, at least two of the 
three nuisance beavers are still in the release site area.  Game and Fish will continue to use the game cameras 
to monitor the beaver activity through the winter.  Beavers are critical to increasing bank stabilization, the re-
duction of erosion and increase diversity of plants. 
 

   
 

   
 

 
 
 
Casper wildlife biologists and game wardens conducted extensive mule deer surveys 
by helicopter during late November and early December.   Deer are counted and classi-
fied into sex and age classes in each hunt area using both aerial and ground survey 
methods.  The results of these surveys are then used in computer models to make deci-
sions regarding next year’s license numbers and seasons.  Data is still being compiled 
from these surveys; stay tuned for the results. 
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Black Hills White-Tails 
 

In the Black Hills, white-tailed deer classifications and 
trend counts, along with mule deer trend counts, were 
completed.  Even with the recent losses to bluetongue and 
epizootic hemorrhagic disease virus, total counts for both 
species were up just a bit this year.  In addition, the white-
tail fawn to doe and buck to doe ratios showed small im-
provements from last year, and are both about as good as 
we have seen them in the past quarter century.   

 

 
White-tail deer and mule deer trend counts in the Black Hills since 1997 (note, no data collected in 2013 due to 
snowpack). 
 
 

 
White-tail deer fawn:doe and buck:doe ratios in the Black Hills since 2005, along with general trend line. 
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Of Interest 
Can You Find the Wildlife? 
 
While conducting mule deer surveys near Lusk, Game Warden Brady Vandeberg spotted this mule deer enjoying the 
cover the deep sage was providing. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


