2016 Casper Region
Hunting Season Proposals



» Data Analysis — Surveys, Hunter Checks, etc
> Regional Review
> Department Review

> Public Meetings - Week of March 14th

» Regional Analysis of Comments/Changes

» Commission Approval - April 21 & 22, 2016



» This program will cover
each game species and
local seasons

> Please feel free to ask
guestions at any time
during the presentation




Casper Region Antelope

Hunting Season Recommendations



Antelope herds improving — some faster than others
Fawn ratios have been better the past two years
Some areas now at or above objective

Other areas still below objective and slowly improving

Management Actions:

1) Increase doe/fawn licenses where over objective

2) Slight increase of buck licenses to maintain ratio

3) Maintenance / same seasons everywhere else to allow
continued growth
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Hunt Season Dates

Area | Type | Opens Closes Quota License Limitations

1 1 Oct. 1 Nov. 20 | 2508300 | Limited quota | Any antelope

1 6 Oct. 1 Nov. 20 | 100200 | Limited quota | Doe or fawn

2 1 Oct. 1 Nov. 20 | 200 Limited quota | Any antelope

2 6 Oct. 1 Nov. 20 | 200 Limited quota | Doe or fawn

3 1 Oct. 1 Nov. 20 | 1508300 | Limited quota | Any antelope

3 6 Oct. 1 Nov. 20 | #5150 Limited quota | Doe or fawn

4 1 Oct. 1 Nov. 20 | 3568200 | Limited quota | Any antelope

4 6 Oct. 1 Nov. 20 | #5200 Limited quota | Doe or fawn

5 1 Oct. 1 Nov. 20 | 100 Limited quota | Any antelope

5 6 Oct. 1 Nov. 20 | 50 Limited quota | Doe or fawn valid on private land

6 1 Oct. 1 Oct. 15 | 2608350 | Limited quota | Any antelope, also valid in that
portion of Area 8 in Weston
County

6 6 Oct. 1 Oct. 15 | 25 Limited quota | Doe or fawn, also valid in that
portion of Area 8 in Weston
County

7 1 Oct. 1 Oct. 15 | 330450 | Limited quota | Any antelope

7 6 Oct. 1 Oct. 15 | 50 Limited quota | Doe or fawn

7 7 Oct. 25 | Nov. 15 | 50 Limited quota | Doe or fawn valid on private land

8 1 Oct. 1 Oct. 15 | 300375 | Limited quota | Any antelope alsovahidinstreast

9 1 Oct. 1 Oct. 31 | 660700 | Limited quota | Any antelope, also valid in that
portion of Area 11 in Converse or
Niobrara counties

9 6 Oct. 1 Oct. 31 | 650 Limited quota | Doe or fawn also valid in that
portion of Area 11 in Converse or
Niobrara counties




Casper / Douglas Seasons

Limited quota

Any antelope

Limited quota

Doe or fawn

Limited quota

Any antelope

Limited quota

Doe or fawn

Limited quota

Any antelope

Limited quota

Doe or fawn valid on private land

Limited quota

Any antelope
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Limited quota

Any antelope valid off national
grasslands

Limited quota

Doe or fawn valid off national
grasslands

Limited quota

Doe or fawn valid south and west of
Interstate Highway 25

Limited quota

Any antelope

Limited quota

Doe or fawn

Limited quota

Any antelope

Limited quota

Doe or fawn

Limited quota

Any antelope

Limited quota

Doe or fawn

Limited quota

Doe or fawn valid on prratetandor

within one (1) mile of irrigated
land




Casper / Douglas Seasons

0C Any antelope

Sep. 15 5025 Any antelope

Any antelope valid on private land
Doe or fawn valid on private land
Any antelope

25 Any antelope

B0C Any antelope

25¢




Antelope Season Questions?



Casper Region Deer

Hunting Season Recommendations



Mule deer herds are slowly improving in general

 Fawn ratios much improved the past two years

 Buck ratios are increasing or maintaining

 Average winter conditions this year

Need more years of good fawn production and survival for
continued herd growth

Management Action:

1) Continue low / no doe harvest in all hunt areas

2) Maintain similar seasons in most hunt areas

3) Continue APR to constrain buck harvest in Area 66

4) Conservative increases of buck tags in Areas 34 and 89



WTD herds still down in most places, except Black Hills
« WTD found along riparian areas and agriculture

(i.e. mostly private lands)

No observed outbreaks of EHD/Bluetongue in 2015
Numbers are down and thus private land access

IS down

Management Action:

1) Reduce licenses where access is reduced

2) Increase licenses where WTD numbers are up

3) Some changes for licenses shared between hunt areas
around Casper






Black Hills / Newcastle Deer Seasons

Limitations

Antlered mule deer off

private land; any mule deer

on private land

Antlered white-tailed deer off

private land; any white-tailed

deer on private land

Doe or fawn valid on

rivate land

Doe or fawn white-tailed deer

valid on private land

Antlered deer off private

land; any deer on private land

Doe or fawn valid on private

land

Antlered deer off private

land; any deer on private land
General Antlered deer off private

land; any deer on private land

except the lands of the State

of Wyoming’s Ranch A

property shall be closed

Doe or fawn valid on private
land
- tlered deer off pri\ ate
d; ger on private land

(Jenerfll Antlered deer off prl\ ate
land; any deer on private land

white-tailed deer
white-tailed deer
white-tailed deer

Oct. 1 Oct. 15 Limited quota | Antlered deer




Hunt Season Dates
Area | Type | Opens Closes Quota License Limitations

10,11, | 8 Oct. 1 Nov. 30 300 Limited quota Doe or fawn white-tailed deer

12, 13,

14

11 Oct. 1 Oct. 15 General Antlered mule deer or any
white-tailed deer

11 Oct. 16 | Nov. 30 General Any white-tailed deer

12 Oct. 1 Oct. 15 General Antlered mule deer or any
white-tailed deer

12 Oct. 16 | Nov. 30 General Any white-tailed deer

12 6 Oct. 1 Nov. 30 | 50 Limited quota Doe or fawn

13 Oct. 1 Oct. 15 General Antlered mule deer or any
white-tailed deer

13 Oct. 16 | Nov. 30 General Any white-tailed deer

14 Oct. 1 Oct. 15 General Antlered mule deer or any
white-tailed deer

14 Oct. 16 | Nov. 30 General Any white-tailed deer




Casper Deer Seasons

Hunt Season Dates
Area ) Quota License Limitations
2. - 30C Limaited quota Antlered mule deer or any
white-tailed deer

~ Any white-tailed deer
Doe or fawn white-tailed deer
Antlered deer
Any white-tailed deer

Antlered mule deer or any
white-tailed deer
Limited Any white-tailed deer, also
quota valid in that portion of Area
66 in Converse County
Limited Doe or fawn white-tailed
quota deer, also valid in that
portion of Area 66 in
Converse County




Casper Deer Seasons

Season Dates
Opens Closes License

Limitations

Oct. 15 Oct. 21 General

Antlered mule deer three (3)
points or more on either antler
or any white-tailed deer

Limited
quota

Any white-tailed deer

Limited
quota

Doe or fawn white-tailed
deer

CLOSED

General

Antlered mule deer or any
white-tailed deer

—
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Limited quota

Antlered deer




Non-Resident
Regional Deer
Quotas



Non-Resident Regional
Deer Quotas

[DEEr: 20)1h1) 2042 2013 20)114! 200115 201'6
REQION Quota Quota Quota Quota Quota Quota

Region A 3,250

RegionB 1,800

RegionD 2,100

RegionE 800

RegionJ 1,800




Archers with general deer
licenses shall only hunt In

those areas speecitied-a
Chapter2as-open to
hunting with a general
license and may take-any
deeronly take the sex and
species of deer set forth by
the limitations as specified
In Section 2 of this Chapter.




Youth who possess a full priced youth license
may take any deer during an antlered deer only
season subject to the species limitation of their
license in the hunt area(s) where their license Is
valid as specified in Section 2 of this Chapter.
However, no youth hunter shall take a mule deer
during a season in which their license type is
valid for white-tailed deer as specified In
Section 2 of this Chapter.






Casper Region
Elk Hunting Season
Recommendations




Local elk populations are above objective

Elk movements / access can change depending on weather
Public desire for longer seasons, split seasons, etc to
maximize harvest opportunity

Address agricultural damage issues wherever needed
Multiple areas experienced record harvest in 2015

Management Action:

1) Maintain high cow/calf harvest

2) Keep seasons long to maximize opportunity
and address damage

3) Use split season to allow elk movement to accessible
areas

4) Continue managing for good bull quality in the region






Casper Region Elk

Season Dates
Opens Closes

License

Limitations

Oct. 15 | Nov. 20

Limited quota

Any elk

Nov. 21 | Dec. 31

Hrused-Area—t—rpe—teonses
vahdforantlerless-ete Antlerless
elk

Limaited quota

Antlerless elk

Limaited quota

Cow or calf valid in Platte County
and on private land in Albany and
Converse counties

Hrused-Area—t—rpe-b-tieonses
waldinthe-entireareaCow or calf
valid in the entire area

Limited quota

Cow or calf

Limited quota

Any elk

Antlerless elk

Limited quota

Any elk

Antlerless elk

Limited quota

Antlerless elk

Antlerless elk

Limited quota

Antlerless elk

Limited quota

Cow or calf

||| b 0D =] — ]~

Hivsed—rea o0t wpe-6-
LeensesCow or calf




C Reqg| Elk
Hunt Season Dates
Area | Type Opens Closes Quota License Limitations

__ Antlerless elk

i r . : T ]
16 6 Oct. 1 Jan. 31 Frosed—d wpe-6-heenses
wileinthe-entreureaCow or call
alid in the entire area

--

----

-

l-}eeﬁ-,ea-a\ntlerless elk, also valid in
:—\Ie’l 12

heenaes—Cow or calf, also vahid in
Area 128




Casper Region Elk

- Oct. 31 | 100 Limited quota

Antlerless elk
Cow or calf

Hunt Season Dates
Area | Type Opens Closes Quota License Limitations

- Oct. 15 Dec 125150 | Limited quota | Cow or calf




For elk, no person shall apply for and receive more
than one (1) full price (General, TypeO, 1, 2, 3,4, 5 or
9) and one (1) reduced price (Type 6, 7 or 8) license
through the initial drawing. After the initial drawing,
a person may apply for and receive up to a total of
three (3) elk licenses, of which no more than one (1)
shall be a General, TypeO, 1, 2, 3 or 9 license.
However, no person shall apply for and receive
more than a total of three (3) elk licenses In a single
hunting season.



Elk Season Questions?









Areal | Iype’ | Dates Lirmitations

Septl—-0Oct 31 8licenses; any ram

Sept1—-Dec 31 2licenses; any ram (2 residents)




Bighorn Sheep
Season Questions?



Mountain Goats

Area Iyper| Dates Limitations

12 licenses; any
mountain goat

12 licenses; any
mountain goat

8 licenses; any
mountain goat

8 licenses; any
mountain goat




Changes for Bison

Hunt Type | Season |Season |Quota |Limitations
Area Opens Closes

Any wild bison; also valid in Area 1
within the Clark’s Fork River and Soda
Butte Creek drainages. Valid in other
portions of Area 1 upon notification
and authorization by the Department

Jan. 31 Any wild bison. Limited alternate

permits for the National Elk Refuge
may be available through the
Department’s Jackson Regional Office
on a first-come first-served basis until
the season closes or forage/weather
conditions dictate that supplemental
feeding is necessary.




Changes for Bison

Hunt Type | Season |Season |Quota |Limitations
Area Opens Closes

Aug. 15 Jan. 45 265 Any female or calf wild bison; also valid
10 245 in Area 1 within the Clark’s Fork River
and Soda Butte Creek drainages. Valid
in other portions of Area 1 upon
notification and authorization by the
Department.

Jan. 11 Jan. 31 Any female or calf wild bison. . Limited

alternate permits for the National Elk
Refuge may be available through the
Department’s Jackson Regional Office
on a first-come first-served basis until
the season closes or forage/weather
conditions dictate that supplemental
feeding is necessary.

CLOSED




Upland Game Bird

Season Proposals




Turkey Hunt Areas



Fall Turkey 2016

Area | Dates License Limitations

Nov 1 — Nov 30 General Any wild turkey

Oct 1 — Dec 31 General Any wild turkey

100 licenses; any
Limited wild turkey valid
Quota; T3  within Natrona
County

Oct1l — Dec 31




Spring Turkey 2017

Area

Dates

Limitations

General license; any male wild turkey or
any wild turkey with a visible beard

General license; any male wild turkey or

any wild turkey with a visible beard

Limited Quota Type 3; 100 licenses
Any male turkey or any wild turkey with a
visible beard valid within Natrona County







Area 1
Sept 17 — Sept 30
Any sage grouse
2 daily, 4 in possession

Area 2 & 3
Closed

Area 4
Sept 17 — Sept 19
Any sage grouse
2 daily, 4 in possession




Area 1: Sept 1 — Dec 31
3 Daily
O In Possession




1

Sepl

Nov 30

3

1

Sepl

Any blue grouse

Nov 30 3

Any ruffed grouse



Area 1: Oct 1 — Jan 31
Any Chukar Partridge
5 Dally
15 in Possession

No changes



Area 1: Oct 1 — Jan 31
Any Gray Partridge
5 Dally
15 in Possession

No changes







Area 9
(Glendo Permits):
Nov 5 — Dec 31
3 Daily
O 1n Possession

Shooting hours
8am — 4pm




Glendo permits required in Area 9 on Fridays,
Saturdays, and Mondays in November.

Youth hunt days are November 6, 13, 20 and 2/th.
Only youth can hunt these days, and youth do
not need to possess a Glendo permit.



Area 11.:
Nov 5 — Dec 31
Any pheasant

3 Daily
O 1n Possession




e Pheasants: must include feathered head,
feathered wing, or foot.

 For all other upland game birds species: must
Include one fully feathered wing



Upland Game Questions?



Use of Aircraft to Spot or Locate Wildlife. No
person shall use any aircraft with the intent to
spot, locate and aid in the taking of any August
1 through January 31 of the following calendar
year. Nothing in this Section shall apply to the
operation of an aircraft in a usual manner where
thereis no attempt or intent to locate any game
animal, such as aircraft used for the sole
purpose of passenger transport.



« Hunters participating in a
disabled hunter season
extension shall be in
possession of a Disabled
Hunter Permit which
shall be immediately
produced for inspection
upon request of an
officer authorized to
enforce this regulation.




Chapter 2 (General Hunting
Regulation) Changes



« South Bighorn Elk Herd Unit

Established in 1998

- 2,900 post-hunt population
(winter)

- Bull ratios: 15-29 per 100 cows
(recreation management)






South Bighorn Elk Herd Unit
Mid-winter Counts & Harvest
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Recreational Management Guidelines

South Bighorn Observed Bull:Cow Ratios

Adult
mmYing
—Maximum

—Minimum




Objective

 Updated for 2016 and beyond
e 3,300 elk post-hunt population
(mid-winter trend count)

e Establish Hunt Area Count
Objectives

 Bull Ratio : Recreational Range
(15-29:100)

 Private Lands Management
Strategy



South Bighorn Herd Unit

* 2015-16 Winter Count = 5,221 elk

* Proposed Winter Count Objective = 3,300 elk
(Continueto manage for lower elk numbers)



South Bighorn Hunt Areas
Mid-Winter Count Sub-objectives

unt Area 33 = 1,100 elk
unt Area 34 = 1,000 elk
unt Area 47 = 200 elk
unt Area 48 = 400 elk
unt Area 49 = 300 elk
unt Area 120 = 300 elk




Proposed boundary change for Antelope Area 70

« Address hunter crowding on public lands

« Address vague boundary between Area 69 and
Area 70



Antelope Area 70 Proposed Boundary Change



Commission Meeting: April 21-22nd Casper

Grizzly Draft Plan: Weds March 30
Mountain Lion / Disabled

Hunter / BHS / Non-Game

Regs: Weds April 27

Fishing / Watercraft Regs: May TBA



* Written comment forms are available here

e« Submit comments in writing with signature

o All comments submitted to WGFD Commission
e« Submit comments by March 25" @ 5:00PM

« Now accepting online comments

Submit to:

Wyoming Game and Fish Department
Attn: Regulations
3030 Energy Lane
Casper, WY 82601



Additional Comments or
Suggestions?
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