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Intent and Purpose

This resource outlines universal key messages for use by all members of Wyoming’s Sage-Grouse Implementation Team (SGIT) and its respective organizations. It expresses why the SGIT’s multifaceted and collaborative work is valuable for the present and future of Wyoming’s people, economies, sage-grouse, habitat and other wildlife. 

These messages are provided for use by any SGIT member when engaged in all forms of outreach efforts, such as in speeches, presentations to stakeholders, interviews with the media, in press releases, in internal communications, and beyond. 

Overview of Greater Sage-Grouse in Wyoming

· The greater sage-grouse is a large, ground-dwelling bird unique to the American West and portions of Canada. It is found across 11 states including Wyoming, Washington, Oregon, California, Nevada, Idaho, Montana, Colorado, Utah, North Dakota and South Dakota.  

· Wyoming is a stronghold for sage-grouse. The state is home to more birds than anywhere else in the country, with an estimated 37 percent [37%] of the bird’s total population based here in Wyoming. 

· Sage-grouse are dependent on large areas of sagebrush habitat, requiring sagebrush plants throughout their life cycle. 

· Twenty-four percent [24%] of the state's land has been allocated to core areas, with nearly eighty-four percent [84%] of the bird’s population located in those areas. 

· Sage-grouse populations in Wyoming are managed by the state. 

Greater Sage-Grouse Range-Wide

· Populations and range of sage-grouse have shrunk considerably over the last century, with a loss of fifty-six percent [56%] of their historic range and an estimated thirty percent [30%] decline in population since 1985. Historic populations of the species have disappeared from the states of Nebraska, Kansas, Oklahoma, and New Mexico. Current sage-grouse populations in North Dakota, South Dakota, Washington, and Alberta are in serious jeopardy. 

· Concerns over population declines and the species resulted in multiple petitions to list the Greater sage-grouse for protection under the Endangered Species Act. The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (USFWS) was required to consider whether the bird needed those protections, and relied on the best available science from the state of Wyoming and other partners. Their 2010 warranted but precluded determination, was based on (1) loss or fragmentation of sagebrush habitat and (2) inadequacy of existing regulatory mechanisms. In September 2015, proactive efforts by Wyoming and other partners to address these factors resulted in the final USFWS determination of ‘not warranted’ for federal protection.

· USFWS confirmed the robustness of the WY Plan: “This long-term, science-based vision for the conservation of greater sage-grouse has set the stage for similar conservation efforts across the species range.”  In the USFWS’s September 2015 decision they specifically pointed to the state plans adopted by WY, MT, and OR (the latter two have taken on similar approaches to WY) as having “changed the likely trajectory of the species” and “ameliorated the primary threats to greater sage-grouse ...”

The Role of the SGIT

· Wyoming has long been a leader in proactive greater sage-grouse management, most notably with the establishment of the SGIT by Governor Dave Freudenthal in 2007.  The 2008 greater sage-grouse Executive Order (SGEO) provided a process for managing the bird across the Cowboy State. Revised SGEOs have been signed by Governor Matt Mead, with the most recent being the State of Wyoming’s SGEO 2015-4. The SGEO is the primary regulatory mechanism to conserve the Greater sage-grouse.

· Efforts to conserve Greater sage-grouse populations in Wyoming are guided by the Wyoming SGIT, a diverse group of state, federal and local agencies and representatives from agriculture, the energy and mineral industries, conservation organizations, and sportsmen. The SGIT is responsible for reviewing and recommending actions that will enhance sage-grouse and their habitats in the state, while maintaining a robust economy.

· Through science-based actions, the SGIT has successfully conserved the habitat while providing opportunity for appropriate development and use of the lands, which provides jobs and revenue for Wyoming.

· The SGIT guides balanced uses of Wyoming’s natural resources and development in sage-grouse habitats in a manner that is economically and environmentally sustainable.

· Since 2000, eight local citizen working groups have been established in Wyoming to develop conservation plans and advise the Wyoming plan. These working groups report to the Wyoming Game and Fish Department that relays the information to the SGIT.

· The SGIT identified core areas, based on grouse density, habitat mapping and knowledge of areas where development was intensive. Containing the highest densities of sage-grouse, core areas cover more than 15.7 million acres of the state of Wyoming and support approximately eighty-four percent [84%] of the bird’s population in the state. 

· Wyoming’s Core Area Protection strategy, which aids in management protocols and prescriptions for sage-grouse preservation, has been modeled across the West. 

· Wyoming has developed an unprecedented, strong example of the collaborative approach that includes all-lands (private, state, and federal/public) and all-hands (ranchers, sportspeople, conservationists, energy and mineral industries, elected officials, land-owners, and federal, state, and local agencies). This plan spreads out the responsibility for conserving this unique bird and provides certainty for the state’s various industries and conservation. 

The Benefits of Sage-Grouse Conservation to Wyoming

· The Wyoming Plan is based on the best available science, has legislative surety, involves ongoing engagement by stakeholders (includes procedure for updating state strategy) and addresses all primary threats identified by the USFWS in its 2010 listing decision.
 
· The Wyoming Plan includes protective stipulations for sage‐grouse, based upon their biological needs and a GIS‐based procedure, for determining levels of disturbance on the landscape within the core areas.

· The proactive, science-driven, locally-led conservation methods employed by the SGIT, in cooperation with its partners, yield the most economical and sustainable outcomes that will support Wyoming’s wildlife, economy, and way of life today and into the future. Our approach ensures that decisions affecting Wyoming are made and led by those in Wyoming.

· If sage-grouse were to be listed under the Endangered Species Act, decisions may be made by the federal government outside of Wyoming and could restrict development and use of these lands in the state.  

· As a result of successful, ongoing conservation actions to avoid the need to list sage-grouse under the Endangered Species Act, there is more regulatory certainty for energy, mining and agriculture operators, resulting in a more stable and successful economy. 

· Resource extraction is a leading driver of Wyoming’s economy. SGIT members are committed to working together to ensure the Wyoming plan allows for energy development and production, and mining while conserving healthy sage-grouse populations and habitats.

· Wyoming’s ranchers are important stewards of sage-grouse habitats. In most cases, working ranch lands provide essential habitats used by sage-grouse.

· Wyoming’s Plan and the SGIT support using grazing as a land management practice by ranchers. Appropriate grazing practices support sage-grouse habitat.

· Hunters also play a vital role in sage-grouse conservation. Each fall, the state oversees a brief regulated hunt. Data collected from the hunting season are used by state biologists to track population health.

· Wyoming’s Plan for Greater sage-grouse specifically considers the biological needs of the species, which is tied to healthy sagebrush habitat.  As a result, efforts to ensure sustainable populations of sage-grouse are recognized as helping 350+ other species that depend on sagebrush country.


WY Sage-Grouse Implementation Team
Messaging Guide
Page 3

image1.jpeg
W SGIT

WYO SAGE-GROUSE IMPLEMENTATION TEAM





