
Preble's Shrew - Sorex preblei

Introduction
The Preble’s shrew occurs primarily in Montana, central Idaho, and Oregon.  In Wyoming it has been observed 
in the Lamar Valley and the Snake River Canyon in the northwestern corner of the state, and historically in the 
southwestern corner.  The Preble’s shrew is considered rare in Wyoming.

NatureServe:  G4 S1Status:  NSS3 (Bb)
Population Status:  distribution is restricted but extirpation is not imminent; limited ability to increase species 
distribution; distribution is restricted to the Greater Yellowstone Ecosystem portion of Wyoming; The IUCN 
reports that the rangewide population trend is unknown.
Limiting Factor:  Habitat (Ecology): limiting factors are severe; species has a limited ability to disperse long-range 
and occupy potentially suitable habitats
Comment:

Habitat
The habitat needs of the Preble’s shrew are poorly known.  Most have been collected in arid and semiarid 
sagebrush-grassland habitats and openings in subalpine coniferous forests dominated by sagebrush.  However, it 
has also and more recently been known to occur near creeks and bogs bordered by willow or riparian shrub, in 
wet areas in open conifer stands, and areas covered by marsh grasses.
Problems

Species is difficult to survey (e.g., capture, detect, identify, etc.).h

Population densities and trends are not well known.h

No ongoing efforts to delineate important habitats in Wyoming.h

Conservation Actions

h Improve survey methodology (e.g., capture, detection, etc.).

h Delineate important habitats and work cooperatively with land management agencies to maintain these 
within the designated areas

h Conduct inventories for species in all suitable habitats in the state.

Monitoring/Research
No on-going monitoring.

Recent Developments
None.
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Abundance:  Rare
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