
Northern River Otter - Lontra canadensis

Introduction
L. canadensis currently occurs throughout the United States of America and Canada. Originally this species is 
thought to have ranged from 250-700 N latitude and from 530 to 1660W longitude. In the USA, this species is 
present in states bordering the Great Lakes, Atlantic ocean and Gulf of Mexico, and in the forested regions of 
the Pacific coast in North America (Lariviere and Walton 1998).   In Wyoming the species is known to occupy 
most of the western 2/3rd of the state.  Species was extirpated from most of the state except the Greater 
Yellowstone Ecosystem and appears to have re-colonized most of its former range in Wyoming.

NatureServe:  G4 S3S4Status:  NSSU
Population Status:  distribution is suspected to be restricted; although protected from take, it still occurs; 
statewide inventories have not been completed; species distribution is suspected to have increased.
Limiting Factor:  Habitat (and Human Activity): limiting factors are moderate; Contamination of aquatic systems 
due to natural resources extraction activities are a concern.
Comment:  moved from NSS4 to NSSU

Habitat
North American river otters prefer bog lakes with banked shores containing semi-aquatic mammal burrows and 
lakes with beaver (Castor canadensis) lodges, and they avoid water bodies with gradually sloping shorelines of 
sand or gravel (Reid et al. 1994b).  In Wyoming, the river otter occupies lakes, streams, and aquatic habitats in 
cotton-wood riparian, riparian shrub, willow, and marsh-swamp land habitats.
Problems

No ongoing efforts to delineate important habitats in Wyoming.h
Population densities and trends are not well known.h

Natural history of the species make surveys difficult and costly to implement.h

Habitat specialist that occurs in a disjunct pattern within a limited portion of the state.h
Human encroachment along rivers, streams, and lakes is having an impact on habitats.h

Conservation Actions

h Designate important habitats, habitat corridors, and identify where habitat conservation and

management efforts should focus to protect, enhance, or improve suitable habitat.

h Evaluate the potential to translocate species to bolster populations in some areas of the state.

h Delineate important habitats and work cooperatively with land management agencies to maintain these 
within the designated areas

h Conduct inventories for species in all suitable habitats in the state.

h Cooperate with private landowners and land managers to conserve riparian habitats.

Monitoring/Research
No on-going monitoring.

Recent Developments
WGFD and UW Zoology and Physiology Department have initiated a project to estimate abundnace and 
evaluate populations of the Green River Drainage in light of oil and gas development.  Project will result in long-
term monitoring approach.  Project funded by SWG.
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