
Little Brown Myotis - Myotis lucifugus

Introduction
The little brown myotis is a medium-sized bat that inhabits most of North America from Alaska and northern 
Canada to central Mexico (Fenton and Barclay 1980).  Similar to other bat species, the little brown bat emerges 
from its roost at dusk to begin foraging.  The little brown often forages over or near water  (Fenton and Barclay 
1980).  It preys on a wide range of flying insects particularly aquatic insects (Fenton and Barclay 1980).  The little 
brown hibernates during the winter months and may migrates altitudinally in pursuit of suitable roosts 
(Humphrey 1982).  It is a year-round resident in Wyoming, is found throughout the state , and is considered 
common in Wyoming (Orabona et al. 2009).

NatureServe:  G5 S5Status:  NSS4 (Cb)
Population Status:  distribution is secure and the species is widely distributed; The Western Bat Working Group 
considers rangewide population to abe secure.
Limiting Factor:  Human Activity: limiting factor is severe; similar to cave and abandoned mine dwelling bats, the 
species is sensitive to human disturbance; disturbance results in abandonment of young and roosts; abandoned 
mines continue to be closed for human safety issues; species is more widely distributed
Comment:  change is due primarily to new matrix definitions

Habitat
The little brown myotis occupies coniferous forest, riparian areas in the mountains and lower valleys, woodlots, 
shelterbelts, and urban areas up to about 3350 m (11,000 ft) in Wyoming where it is seldom found far from open 
water (humphrey 1982).  During summer, the little brown bat exploits a wide variety of natural and manmade 
roost sites, including buildings, tree cavities, loose tree bark, bridges, rock crevices, caves, and abandoned mines 
(Fenton and Barclay 1980).  It is one of the species most commonly found in human structures.  During winter, 
it hibernates primarily in caves and abandoned mines (Fenton and barclay 1980).
Problems

Species is suseptible to decline from recreational activities (such as spelunking and rock climbing) that 
impact roosting habitat (e.g., caves, abandoned mines, and rock crevices).

h

Species is suspetible to declines due to broad-scale insect control programs.h

Population densities and trends are not well known.h

Species is susceptible to white-nose syndrome.h
No ongoing efforts to delineate important habitats in Wyoming.h

Conservation Actions

h Educate the public about the ecological role of the species and their habitat requirements.

h Minimize disturbance of caves or abandoned mines where species is roosting.

h Evaluate susceptibility to white-nose syndrome in Wyoming.

h Conduct inventories for species in all suitable habitats in the state.

h Delineate important habitats and work cooperatively with land management agencies to maintain these 
within the designated areas

h Determine the effects of recreational and commercial activities on populations.

Monitoring/Research
Forest habitats are being inventoried and funded through State Wildlife Grants.  Project is scheduled to be 
completed in June 2012.
Recent Developments

Abundance:  Common
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Species in eastern US is being impacted by a cold-loving fungus (geomyces destructans) associated with white-
nose syndrome (WNS).   The Western Bat Working Group are leading efforts to inhibit the spread to the West 
and minimize impacts of WNS to populations.
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