
Canyon Mouse - Peromyscus crinitus

Introduction
The canyon mouse occurs from Oregon south to northwestern Mexico and east to Colorado and Wyoming.  In 
Wyoming, it is probably confined to isolated patches of habitat that occur on bluffs and tabletop mesas in 
Sweetwater County, southwestern Wyoming.  The canyon mouse is considered rare in Wyoming.

NatureServe:  G5 S1Status:  NSS3 (Bb)
Population Status:  distribution is restricted but extirpation is not imminent; limited ability to increase species 
distribution.  The IUCN considers the rangewide population to be stable
Limiting Factor:  Habitat (and Ecology and Competition): limiting factors are severe; habitat in Wyoming is 
restricted and not likely to increase but is vulnerable to loss
Comment:

Habitat
The canyon mouse occurs exclusively in rocky habitats, such as cliffs, boulders, and talus.  In Wyoming, it 
inhabits limber pine or juniper habitats with sandy soils and sandstone rock outcrops.  It digs burrows in loose 
sand or occupies natural rock shelters and crevices.
Problems

Habitat specialist that occurs in a disjunct pattern within a limited portion of the state.h

No ongoing efforts to delineate important habitats in Wyoming.h

Population densities and trends are not well known.h

Conservation Actions

h Management of juniper in southwestern Wyoming should not favor one of the juniper obligates to the 
detriment of others. Instead, management should be coordinated to provide a mosaic of juniper woodland 
conditions.

h Integrate management actions for this species with other Pinon / Juniper obligates.

h Conduct inventories for species in all suitable habitats in the state.

h Delineate important habitats and work cooperatively with land management agencies to maintain these 
within the designated areas

Monitoring/Research
No on-going monitoring.

Recent Developments
None.
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Abundance:  Rare
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