
Western Scrub-Jay - Aphelocoma californica

Introduction
The Western Scrub-Jay inhabits southwestern Washington southeast to central Texas, and through the 
southwestern US to southern Mexico.  In Wyoming, it nests only in the southwestern corner of the State, and 
pairs or family groups remain year-round on a permanent territory.  Individuals found elsewhere in the State are 
probably dispersing juveniles.  The Western Scrub-Jay is considered an uncommon resident in Wyoming.

NatureServe:  G5 S1Status:  NSS3 (Bb)
Population Status:  population size and distribution are restricted but extirpation is not imminent; breeding 
population is restricted to Utah juniper habitat in southwestern Wyoming
Limiting Factor:  Habitat: limiting factor is severe; Utah juniper habitat is limited; unlikely ability to increase 
population size and distribution without adequate information exchange and cooperation with other land 
management agencies to ensure that habitat remains intact
Comment:

Habitat
The Western Scrub-Jay is an obligate species of Utah juniper in Wyoming and nests only in juniper woodlands.  
Mature trees and high canopy cover are important to nesting, and large trees also function as sentinel posts.  The 
area around the nest usually has relatively sparse canopy cover and moderate amounts of exposed rock.  It 
forages in open sagebrush-grasslands, as well as the juniper woodlands in which it nests.
Problems

Sensitive to human activities around the nest and has been known to abandon nests rather quickly.h
Throughout much of the West, resource managers view juniper as an invasive species that should be 
controlled or replaced with more desirable habitats.

h

Population status and trends are largely unknown in Wyoming.h
Suitable breeding habitat is restricted to the extreme southwestern portion of the State.h

Conservation Actions

h Management or manipulation of juniper in southwestern Wyoming should not favor one of the juniper 
obligates to the detriment of others.  Instead, management should be coordinated to provide a mosaic of 
juniper woodland conditions.

h Maintain mature juniper woodlands with an open canopy, well interspersed with sagebrush and other shrubs, 
and a mosaic of large trees and snags in areas where this species nests.

h Continue inventory and monitoring efforts and implement the Monitoring Wyoming’s Birds grid-based 
monitoring program to determine density and population trends.

Monitoring/Research
May need specialized, periodic monitoring to estimate the number of breeding pairs if existing monitoring 
programs do not detect this species in sufficient numbers to determine population density and trends.

Recent Developments
An increase in industrial development in preferred habitat may negatively affect populations.

Abundance:  Uncommon

Species Accounts Wyoming Game and Fish Department Birds

Wyoming State Wildlife Action Plan - 2010 IV - 1 - 134

juapeters
Line

juapeters
Line



References

Nicholoff SH, compiler.  2003.  Wyoming bird conservation plan  Version 2.0.  Wyoming Partners In Flight. Lander: 
Wyoming Game and Fish Department. 668 p. Online: www.blm.gov/wildlife/plan/WY/menu.htm.
Oakleaf B, Cerovski AO, Luce B.  1996.  Nongame bird and mammal plan: a plan for inventories

and management of nongame birds and mammals in Wyoming.  Wyoming Game and Fish

Department, Nongame Program. 183 p.

Leukering T, Carter MF, Panjabi A, Faulkner D, Levad R.  2003.  Monitoring Wyoming’s birds: the plan for count-
based monitoring.  In: Nicholoff SH, compiler. Wyoming bird conservation plan. Version 2.0. Wyoming Partners In 
Flight. Lander: Wyoming Game and Fish

Department. p 575-601. Online: www.blm.gov/wildlife/plan/WY/menu.htm.

Curry RL, Peterson AT, Langen TA.  2003.  Western Scrub-Jay (Aphelocoma californica).  In: Poole A, Gill F, eds. The 
birds of North America. Nr 712. Philadelphia: Academy of Natural Sciences; Washington: American Ornithologists' 
Union.
Fitton S.  1989.  Nongame species accounts: the Utah juniper obligates.  Wyoming Game and Fish Department, 
Nongame Program. 52 p.

Species Accounts Wyoming Game and Fish Department Birds

Wyoming State Wildlife Action Plan - 2010 IV - 1 - 135

juapeters
Line

juapeters
Line




