
Greater Sage Grouse - Centrocercus urophasianus

Introduction
The Greater Sage-Grouse is a large, long-lived sagebrush dependent upland game bird.  Sage-grouse nest on the 
ground under sagebrush and feed on sagebrush, forbs and insects.  The degree to which the different sage-
grouse populations in the state migrate is variable depending on location and severity of winter.  Although still 
considered common in Wyoming, available data and anecdotal accounts indicate Wyoming’s populations have 
experienced declines over the last half century.

NatureServe:  G4 S4Status:  NSS2 (Ba)
Population Status:  Population size is in a long-term decline; distribution is widespread but declining; extirpation 
is not imminent.  The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (Service) has determined greater sage-grouse are warranted, 
but precluded by higher priority listing actions, for listing as threatened or endangered under the Endangered 
Species Act
Limiting Factor:  Habitat: habitat is limited; habitat loss is severe and continues to increase in severity; the 
ongoing loss of habitat as a result of energy exploration and development is both significant and increasing; 
other human activities and disease (West Nile virus) are additional impacts affecting the species.

Comment: The Service indicated habitat loss and fragmentation as well as a lack of effective regulatory 
mechanisms were the primary causal factors for their warranted but precluded listing decision.  Wyoming's new 
Core Area Policy was specifically cited by the Service as a mechanism that may address both the habitat and 
regulatory issues if it is implemented as envisioned.
Comment:

Habitat
Sage-grouse depend on sagebrush community types and associated habitats, including basin-prairie and mountain 
foothills shrub lands.  During summer, wet-moist meadows, alfalfa, and irrigated meadows also serve as habitat 
when immediately adjacent to sagebrush.
Problems

Sage-grouse populations have been impacted by the decline in quantity and quality of sagebrush habitats 
caused by a variety of sources.

h

Conservation Actions

h Eliminate, reduce or mitigate negative anthropogenic effects to sage-grouse and their habitats.
h Implement strategies in the Department’s Habitat Strategic Plan for sagebrush habitats.

h Continue to conservatively manage sage-grouse harvest so as to not cause population declines or impede 
population growth.

h Implement Wyoming's sage-grouse core area policy.

h Continue to research and document sage-grouse habitat needs and the effects of human activities on sage-
grouse and sagebrush habitats.

h Establish local working groups to review conditions impacting sage-grouse in different parts of Wyoming 
and make recommendations regarding actions that can be taken to either stabilize or increase local 
populations.

h Continue data collection to document status and trend of sage-grouse in Wyoming.
h Implement local sage-grouse conservation plans consistent with the core area policy.

Monitoring/Research
Annual lek counts to determine occupancy and population trend.

Numerous research efforts continue to better document the effects of anthropogenic activity, especially energy 
development, on sage-grouse.

Research is being initiated seeking to better determine the effects vegetation treatments have on sage-grouse.

Abundance:  Common
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Recent Developments
On March 23, 2010 the USFWS published its 12-month finding on petitions to list greater sage-grouse as a 
threatened or endangered species [75 FR 13910].  The Service determined the petitioned action is warranted but 
precluded, making the greater sage-grouse a candidate species under the Endangered Species Act.  The Service 
will continue to evaluate ongoing conservation measures and population satus to determine if future listing may 
be warranted.   



On June 29, 2010 Governor Freudenthall accepted the Sage-Grouse Implementation Team's core area map 
revisions and recommended management stipulations.
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