Species Accounts Wyoming Game and Fish Department Birds
Ferruginous Hawk - Buteo regalis
Abundance: Common
Status: NSS3 (Bb) NatureServe: G4
S4B,S5N
Population Status: population status and trends are unknown

Limiting Factor: Habitat (and Human Activity): limiting factors are severe; recent nest surveys have resulted in
uncertainties about population status and trends of this species statewide due to human-caused habitat loss and
deterioration; sensitive to human disturbance during nesting

Comment: change is attributed to unknown population status and trends; moved from NSS3 to NSSU
Introduction

The Ferruginous Hawk breeds from the Canadian Prairie Provinces south to Oregon, Nevada, Arizona, and
Oklahoma. It winters from the central and southern portions of its breeding range south into Baja California
and central Mexico. It occurs and breeds throughout most of Wyoming. The Ferruginous Hawk is considered a
common resident in Wyoming.

Habitat

The Ferruginous Hawk inhabits semiarid open country, primarily grasslands, basin-prairie shrublands, and
badlands. It requires large tracts of relatively undisturbed rangeland and nests on rock outcrops, the ground,
cutbanks, cliff ledges, or trees.

Problems

h  Species is susceptible to impacts from energy development and other large-scale projects that destroy or
impair suitable habitats.

r Impacted by conversion of native prairie to cropland or other uses, urbanization, industrialization, loss of
vegetative cover, poisoning, human disturbance near the nest site, and reduced prey availability.

h Resource development is occurring or proposed for a significant portion of Ferruginous Hawk nesting
habitat in Wyoming, and can decrease prey abundance and/or reduce availability of nesting sites.

r  Although monitoring has been occurring, current efforts are not adequate to document population trends or
identify needed management over large areas of the State.

R Species is sensitive to disturbance during nesting and has been documented to have lower productivity and
nest success around mining operations.

Conservation Actions
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Continue to conduct aerial surveys in Ferruginous Hawk habitat to collect information on nesting activity,
including occupancy and productivity.

Increase monitoring efforts to document population trends and identify needed management.

Work with private landowners to conserve habitat for this species by seeking financial incentives from
various sources and providing assistance and expertise with management activities.

Manage Ferruginous Hawk nesting areas to minimize the potential for habitat degradation and conflicts with
development.

Manage Ferruginous Hawk nesting areas to minimize human disturbance during the breeding season (April 1
through July 31) and maintain a 1 mile buffer around nests.

Avoid or minimize pesticide use in habitats where this species nests to ensure a food source is maintained.
If possible, all pesticide use should be postponed until this species has completed its breeding cycle.

Encourage landowners to avoid potentially negative impacts to nesting areas through the use of financial
incentives.

Maintain prairie dog colonies where this species is present via conservation easements and voluntary
agreements with landowners, and habitat management plans with land managers.

Manage nesting areas to minimize conflicts with natural resources extraction, wind power development, and
recreational activities during the breeding season.

Limit control of small mammals in areas where Ferruginous Hawks occur, especially ground squirrel, prairie
dog, and rabbit populations.

Conserve grassland habitats by minimizing the conversion of native prairie to croplands, fragmentation,
roads, urban development, exotic plants, and a shift in community ecology characteristics.

Monitoring/Research

Recent efforts to increase monitoring have occurred. Cooperative inventories with other land management
agencies are on-going. State Wildlife Grants project to develop essential datasets and a plan for minimizing
wildlife and community conflicts with wind development in southeastern Wyoming.

Recent Developments

Monitoring in 2010 revealed an unusually high number of failed nesting attempts. An increase in industrial
development in preferred habitat may negatively affect populations.
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SOURCE: Digital maps of ranges and predicted
Need: Apuil 2010. Wyoming Natural Diversity Database. University of Wyoming, Laramie, Wyoming, Note that
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