
American Bittern - Botaurus lentiginosus

Introduction
The American Bittern breeds locally across Canada and most of the US.  It winters along the Pacific coast; from 
Nevada and Utah south into Texas, Mexico, and Cuba; along the lower Atlantic coast south into Florida; the 
Caribbean; and along the Gulf coast.  It is scattered throughout most of Wyoming in marsh habitat.  Although it 
has been documented in the majority of the state, confirmed or probable breeding has only been recorded in 
nine general regions.  The American Bittern is considered an uncommon summer resident in Wyoming.

NatureServe:  G4 S3Status:  NSS3 (Bb)
Population Status:  population size is restricted but extirpation is not imminent; only 4 nesting locations are 
known statewide
Limiting Factor:  Habitat (and Human Activity): limiting factors are severe; as with all colonial nesting 
waterbirds, there is limited available habitat, which is not likely to increase without intensive management and 
cooperation with private landowners and other land management agencies; loss of wetlands for a variety of 
reasons is the primary impact; sensitive to human disturbance during nesting
Comment:

Habitat
The American Bittern is totally dependent on wetland habitats.  It usually inhabits marshes with open water in 
the center, gradual slopes, a band of emergent vegetation around the periphery, and idle grassland in the adjacent 
uplands.  It prefers large wetlands, at least 3 ha (7 ac), with tall, dense emergent vegetation such as cattails, 
bulrushes, and reeds.
Problems

The American Bittern is a secretive, solitary or loosely colonial nester, which requires specialized survey 
techniques for counting populations compared with other colonial waterbirds.

h

This species is sensitive to human disturbance during nesting.h

The availability and suitability of breeding sites can be unstable between years as a result of fluctuating water 
levels and changes in land use practices.

h

Impacted by a loss of suitable marsh nesting habitat.h
Breeding habitat in Wyoming is disjunct and secure breeding sites are limited in distribution.h

Conservation Actions

h Maintain water quality to sustain substantial populations of fish, amphibians, and invertebrates as a food 
source.

h Maintain stable water levels throughout the nesting season (April through August) in wetlands where this 
species breeds.

h Manage nesting areas to maintain wetland complexes in a variety of stages and conditions, including tall, 
dense emergent vegetation; idle adjacent uplands; and shallow water.

h Continue inventory and monitoring efforts and implement the Monitoring Wyoming’s Birds grid-based 
monitoring program to determine density and population trends.

h Maintain a minimum of three breeding locations in Wyoming.

Monitoring/Research
Annual monitoring using specialized techniques to determine population density and habitat occupancy.

Abundance:  Uncommon
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Recent Developments
Recent management of Cokeville Meadows National Wildlife Refuge has greatly improved nesting habitat for 
this species.  Continue to work closely with refuge staff to maintain and improve nesting habitat for American 
Bitterns.
References

Leukering T, Carter MF, Panjabi A, Faulkner D, Levad R.  2003.  Monitoring Wyoming’s birds: the plan for count-
based monitoring.  In: Nicholoff SH, compiler. Wyoming bird conservation plan. Version 2.0. Wyoming Partners In 
Flight. Lander: Wyoming Game and Fish

Department. p 575-601. Online: www.blm.gov/wildlife/plan/WY/menu.htm.
Oakleaf B, Cerovski AO, Luce B.  1996.  Nongame bird and mammal plan: a plan for inventories and management of 
nongame birds and mammals in Wyoming.  Wyoming Game and Fish Department, Nongame Program. 183 p.
Nicholoff SH, compiler.  2003.  Wyoming bird conservation plan  Version 2.0.  Wyoming Partners In Flight. Lander: 
Wyoming Game and Fish Department. 668 p. Online: www.blm.gov/wildlife/plan/WY/menu.htm.

Dechant JA, Sondreal ML, Johnson DH, Igl LD, Goldade CM, Zimmerman AL, Euliss BR.  2003.  Effects of 
management practices on grassland birds: American Bittern.  Jamestown 249 (ND): Northern Prairie Wildlife Research 
Center. Online: http://www.npwrc.usgs.gov/resource/literatr/grasbird/ambi/ambi.htm.
Findholt SL.  1985.  Status and distribution of colonial nesting water birds in Wyoming.  Nongame Special Report. 
Cheyenne: Wyoming Game and Fish Department. 67 p.
Gibbs JP, Melvin S, Reid FA.  1992.  American Bittern (Botaurus lentiginosus).  Poole A, Stettenheim P, Gill F, eds. 
The birds of North America. Nr 18. Philadelphia: Academy of Natural Sciences; Washington: American Ornithologists' 
Union.

Species Accounts Wyoming Game and Fish Department Birds

Wyoming State Wildlife Action Plan - 2010 IV - 1 - 2

juapeters
Line

juapeters
Line




