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Enhancement Habitat Area Narrative


	Region:
	Sheridan 

	Habitat Priority Area Name:
	Northern Campbell County Forests

	Habitat Area Type:
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Aquatic      FORMCHECKBOX 
 Terrestrial     FORMCHECKBOX 
 Combined

Ponderosa Pine-Rocky Mountain Juniper/sagebrush-grassland savannah

	Habitat Issues:
	Primary issues are:
· Increased chance of destructive wildfires due to increased pine/juniper and cheatgrass density
· Loss of riparian and mesic intermittent draw woody species due to conifer encroachment
· Loss of diversity and size of sagebrush patches

·  Past and present energy development activities resulting in loss and fragmentation
· Improper grazing practices

· Invasion and/or improper control of noxious weeds or exotic species

	Reason Selected:
	· This area provides terrific habitat for mule deer, sagegrouse, and elk due to its combination of food and cover provided by the Ponderosa Pine-Rocky Mountain Juniper/ sagebrush-grassland savannah. In addition to the savannah, this area contains many small riparian areas and mesic intermittent draws that support a variety of woody plant species, such as chokecherry, skunkbrush sumac, wild rose, and wild current.  These woody species in addition to the sagebrush have been demonstrated to be a critical food source for several wildlife species, especially mule deer and elk during various seasons of the year, particularly fall, winter and spring.

· There is also a large increase in Rocky Mountain Juniper encroachment into sagebrush/grasslands at the edge of the forests that are important for sage grouse. These trees compete with sagebrush for water and nutrients, and provide perches for raptors. 

· Catastrophic wildfire threatens to destroy important wildlife shrub species and cover important for mule deer and elk due to increased fuel loads as result of high densities of pine and juniper. In the last 10 years, wildfires that have occurred in the area have destroyed all cover and shrub species present, and there appears to be little recovery.

· In addition, increased conifer densities and overgrazing threaten woody plant species populations in riparian areas and mesic intermittent draws.

· Supports a number of forest, sagebrush, and grassland obligates identified as SGCN in the SWAP report.
· The BLM and Wyoming State Forestry are working to develop a coordinated effort to decrease fuel loads caused by cheatgrass and high conifer densities in this area. This provides WGFD a good opportunity to partner with these entities to improve wildlife habitat.

	Area Boundary Description:
	Forested regions of northern Campbell County, northeast Johnson County, eastern Sheridan County, and northwest Crook County.

	Focal species or species assemblage(s) (limit 6):
	Sage-grouse mule deer, elk and woodland/sagebrush-dependent SGCN identified in the SWAP report. 

	SWAP Tier 1       species:
	Bald Eagle, Burrowing Owl, Common Loon, Ferruginous Hawk, Greater Sage-grouse, Mountain Plover, Northern Goshawk, Townsend’s Big-eared Bat

	Solutions or actions:
	1.
Develop cooperative management activities and agreements with BLM, USFS, State Land Board, private landowners, and other interested parties to maintain open spaces and healthy ecosystem functions.  This may include grazing strategies, conifer removal, noxious/invasive species removal, native woody plant species restoration etc. that benefit and maintain wildlife habitat. 

2.
Seek conservation easements with willing private landowners

3.
 Develop collaborative efforts and agreements with livestock producers to reduce fuel loads through conifer removal and cheatgrass control. In addition, assist landowners in improving grazing systems to enhance forest/sagebrush-grassland habitats for wildlife.
4. Coordinate and cooperate with BLM and Wyoming State Forestry efforts in the area to expand treatment areas on adjacent private land. 

	Additional Information:
	

	Land ownership and surface area:
	BLM: 208,913 ac (17%),
USFS: 0 ac (0%),

Other Federal: 37,277 ac (3%),

State: 71,173 ac (6%),

Private: 910,449 ac (74%)


