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Enhancement Habitat Area Narrative

	Region:
	Sheridan 

	Habitat Priority Area Name:
	Crucial Elk Winter Ranges 

	Habitat Area Type:
	[bookmark: Check1]|_| Aquatic     |X| Terrestrial    |_| Combined
Grasslands, mixed conifer, curlleaf mountain mahogany, mixed mountain shrub and sagebrush.

	Habitat Issues:
	· Rural development
· Energy development
· Successional vegetation changes due to heavy ungulate use
·  Loss of fire interval
· Conifer disease
· Loss of plant diversity in the understory

	Reason Selected:
	Crucial elk winter ranges are at risk in the WGFD Sheridan Region. These winter ranges are crucial for preserving and maintaining elk population objectives in the Sheridan Region.  Important winter and transition habitats occur in these polygons for mule deer. The Kerns, Amsden Creek, Bud Love and Ed O. Taylor WHMAs only provide elk crucial habitat for a portion of the herds in the Region.

	Area Boundary Description:
	Crucial elk winter ranges. Kerns, Amsden Creek, Bud Love, and Ed. O. Taylor WHMA’s are located in this area.

	Focal species or species assemblage(s) (limit 6):
	Elk and Mule Deer

	SWAP Tier 1       species:
	Bald Eagle, Burrowing Owl, Common Loon, Ferruginous Hawk, Greater Sage-grouse, Mountain Plover, Northern Goshawk, Townsend's Big-eared Bat


	Solutions or actions:
	Crucial elk winter ranges are in need of enhancement, maintenance, or protection with most located in areas with high probability of being encroached upon by sub-rural developments. Elk crucial winter ranges in close proximity to human population centers are the most likely to be encroached upon by sub-rural developments.  To protect these habitats, we need to continue our relationship with private landowners, USFS, BLM, TNC, RMEF, county planners/commissioners, and other interested groups to pursue and accept development-limited easements and zoning.  The WGFD and RMEF could also purchase development-limited easements on important State of Wyoming lands.  Other strategies include:
1. Re-initiate a program to offer private landowners assistance to enhance crucial elk winter ranges.  

2. Optimize forage on the Kerns, Amsden Creek, Bud Love, Ed O. Taylor WHMAs and Middle Fork Powder River Habitat Management Plan Area for elk.
3. When using prescribed fire to treat wooded draws, incorporate treatment of adjacent crucial elk winter ranges.   

4. Develop cooperative management plans or agreements with private landowners, BLM, USFS, TNC and other interested groups to enhance and maintain crucial elk winter ranges. 

5. Promote and implement practices that enhance or restore elk crucial winter range habitat functionality such as conifer removal, prescribed thinning, prescribed fire, prescribed livestock grazing, water development and cross fencing to facilitate grazing management, noxious and invasive weed control, brush management, planting and establishment of wildlife forage species, riparian restoration, and reduction of disturbance (i.e. removal of roads, travel restrictions).

	Additional Information:
	· Coal-bed methane development within the Fortification elk herd has created a large network of roads and disturbance that has created a broken and discontinuous structure in elk crucial habitat.   Oil development is occurring in the Powder River Basin adding to disturbed areas. Habitats will be fragmented and rendered much less effective for an extended period of time.
· Successional changes resulting from heavy ungulate grazing accompanied by reductions in fire frequency have produced vegetative compositional and structural changes and a dominance of late seral community types.  Some changes have benefited elk and mule deer, like greater conifer cover and increased occurrence of limited browse resources like big sagebrush and curlleaf mountain mahogany.  Other changes such as the expansion of less palatable browse and forage species, less vegetative diversity and unhealthy conifer stands have also occurred.

	Land ownership and surface area:
	BLM: 23,704 ac (19%), 
USFS: 21,494 ac (17%), 
Other Federal: 204 ac (0%), 
State: 28,532 ac (23%), 
Private: 49,345 ac (40%), 
Total area: 123,279 ac




