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Enhancement Habitat Area Narrative

	Region:
	Sheridan

	Habitat Priority Area Name:
	Yellowstone Cutthroat Trout Restoration Watersheds

	Habitat Area Type (s):
	[bookmark: Check1]|X| Aquatic     |_| Terrestrial    |_| Combined
Aspen, willow, riparian, wetland

	Habitat Issues:
	Competition from introduced trout for preferred habitats, hybridization, restricted population/watershed connectivity limiting resiliency, low summer stream flows and corresponding high water temperatures due to water management and irrigation withdrawals, barriers preventing movements to seasonal habitats or thermal refuges, loss of various life stages within irrigation diversions, declining or altered woody riparian communities, and declining beaver activity.

	Reason Selected:
	The delineated watersheds represent the potential extent YSC might be restored and secured on the landscape on the east side of the Big Horn Mountains.  These watersheds are supported by previous range wide Yellowstone cutthroat trout conservation assessments.  

	Area Boundary Description:
	Lodge Grass Creek (100800160301), West Fork Little Bighorn River (100800160104), Elkhorn and Red Gulch creeks (100800160103), North and South Forks West Pass Creek (100800160107) within the Little Bighorn River watershed; and the Little Tongue River (100901010107) within the Tongue River watershed.  This area includes a portion of the Kerns Wildlife Habitat Management Area.

	Focal species or species assemblage(s) (limit 6): 
	Yellowstone Cutthroat Trout (YSC)


	SWAP Tier 1       species:
	Yellowstone cutthroat trout


	Solutions or actions:
	· Establish barriers where necessary to expand and secure YSC populations from competition and the risk of hybridization with introduced trout populations.  Barriers should only be considered habitat types available above the barrier are adequate to provide for all life stages.
· Restore stream connectivity at barriers to facilitate fish passage within secure YSC ranges.
· Chemically treat stream segments were necessary to remove competing trout species and expand YSC populations. 
· Work with landowners to identify opportunities to expand YSC populations into stream segments on private lands.
· Identify the extent of life stage losses within irrigation diversions.
· Screen irrigation diversions to control documented fish losses.
· Promote and facilitate active and passive management measures to retain or expand aspen, riparian aspen, and riparian willow communities, and control invasive plants.
· Promote herbivore management strategies to sustain aspen and riparian communities on the landscape and enhance riparian habitat functions including stream channel shading and streambank stabilization.
· Retain and manage beaver populations in suitable habitats to enhance channel and floodplain connectivity, increase pools and seral wetland habitats, augment riparian bank storage, enhance riparian habitat development, and increase food and cover for fish and other wildlife.
· Transplant beaver to suitable unoccupied habitats to raise riparian water tables, augment bank storage and late-season stream flows, and enhance food and cover available for YSC.
· Promote active channel habitat rehabilitation when passive restoration measures are considered inadequate.
· Reconnect abandoned oxbows to moderate erosive gradients, raise riparian water tables, and increase streambank water storage and late season stream recharge.
· Support local entities to improve water management and instream flows when opportunities for win-win scenarios arise.
· Support landowner and public awareness efforts to gain support to address problems, and promote appropriate solutions.

	Additional Information:
	Cooperative partnerships with landowners are essential to implement the solutions and actions identified above.  Additional support is needed drawing attention to the various problems, building support for remedial actions, and implementing solutions.

	General land ownership and surface area:
	BLM: 917 ac (1%), 
USFS: 54,023 ac (74%), 
Other Federal: 158 ac (0%), 
State: 4,104 ac (6%), 
Private: 13,521 ac (19%), 
Total area: 72,723 ac



