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Crucial Habitat Area Narrative

	Region:
	Sheridan

	Habitat Priority Area Name:
	High Productivity Stream Fisheries

	Habitat Area Type (s):
	[bookmark: Check1]|X| Aquatic     |_| Terrestrial    |_| Combined
Stream, riparian

	Habitat Values:
	Functional riparian corridor connected with their channels that resist flood damage, store water, and provide shade, woody debris, water quality, and habitat for sport fisheries, native fish and herpetofauna.

	Reason Selected:
	The North and South Tongue rivers, Tongue River to the Bighorn National Forest boundary, Sand Creek, and Middle Powder River above Buffalo Creek are DEQ designated class-1 streams and represent the most productive cold-water stream fisheries available to anglers in the Sheridan region.      

	Area Boundary Description:
	The North and South Tongue rivers, Tongue River above the Bighorn National Forest Boundary, Sand Creek above U.S. Highway 14, and Middle Powder River above Buffalo Creek.  Segments of the Middle Powder River and Sand Creek occur on the Ed O Taylor WHMA and Sand Creek Access Area, respectively.

	Focal species or species assemblage(s) (limit 6): 

SWAP Tier 1       species:

	Beaver, cold water sport fisheries including brook trout, brown trout, rainbow trout, and Yellowstone cutthroat trout, and herpetofauna.

Yellowstone cutthroat trout


	Solutions or actions:
	· Maintain or enhance stream and riparian corridor characteristics. 
· Monitor instream flow permits.
· Promote herbivore management strategies to perpetuate healthy riparian communities.
· Promote conservation easements or public/private land exchanges along unprotected segments to protect corridors.
· Conserve stream corridor characteristics within appropriate federal land management agency management plans.
· Promote, where practical, the retention and management of beaver populations to enhance channel and riparian connectivity, augment bank storage, and increase food and cover for fish and herpetofauna.
· Enhance habitat values through managing WGFC property rights and implementing management goals and objectives found in the Managed Land and Access Summaries for the Ed O Taylor WHMA and Sand Creek Access Area.

	Additional Information:
	The North Tongue River supports a brook, rainbow, and cutthroat trout fishery.  Brook and rainbow trout are self-sustaining, and cutthroat trout are augmented through stocking.  The South Tongue and main stem Tongue rivers support self-sustaining brook, brown, and rainbow trout fisheries.  Mountain whitefish also occur in the Tongue River.  The riparian corridors provide habitat for moose, elk, mule deer, beaver, blue (dusky) grouse, waterfowl, and non-game mammals, avifauna, and herpetofauna.  Most of these streams occur on public lands administered by the Bighorn National Forest.  The primary land uses are livestock grazing, logging, and motorized and non-motorized recreation. 

Sand Creek supports a self-sustaining brown and rainbow trout fishery.  The mixed community type riparian corridor also has some of the largest bur oak trees in Wyoming, and provides habitat for mule and white-tailed deer, wild turkey, waterfowl, and non-game mammals, avifauna, and herpetofauna.  Most of the perennial stream segment occurs on private and state-controlled properties.  Predominant land uses include livestock grazing, crop production, motorized and non-motorized recreation, and residential development.  Proposals to dredge gold have occurred periodically in the intermittent segments of the Sand Creek watershed.

The Middle Powder River supports a self-sustaining brook, brown, and rainbow trout fishery.  Much of the riparian corridor is confined within a canyon.  The corridor provides habitat for mule deer, elk, mountain lions, raptors, waterfowl, and non-game mammals, avifauna, and herpetofauna.  The Class-1 stream segment occurs on a mixture of public lands administered by the BLM Buffalo and Worland Field Offices, the Ed O Taylor Wildlife Habitat Management Area, state trust lands, and private lands.  Land uses include livestock grazing, crop production, big game winter range, and motorized and non-motorized recreation.       

	General land ownership and surface area:
	BLM: 10,516 ac (20%), 
USFS: 29,569 ac (55%), 
Other Federal: 1 ac (0%), 
State: 2,983 ac (6%), 
Private: 10,732 ac (20%), 
Total area: 53,801 ac



