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Enhancement Habitat Area Narrative

	Region:
	Pinedale

	Habitat Priority Area Name:
	Upper Green

	Habitat Area Type (s):
	[bookmark: Check1]|_| Aquatic     |X| Terrestrial    |_| Combined
Aspen, sagebrush, mixed mountain shrub, riparian and conifer.

	Habitat Issues:
	The primary community types in lower elevation portions of this area are mountain big sagebrush and riparian community types.  Middle elevation areas include aspen and conifer stands, relative to aspect.   Upper elevation areas include mixed conifer forests.

The aspen habitats are in late successional status due in large part to fire suppression efforts.  Aspen stand understory is increasingly dominated by conifers and sagebrush depending on elevation and aspect.  The lack of aspen regeneration is of great concern.  Beetles, rust, and other agents killing conifers in western Wyoming have affected whitebark pine and other mixed conifer forests.  These community types are in need of restoration work to promote healthy conifer stands into the future.

Green River Lakes Elk Feedground is within this area.  Also several hundred elk spend considerable time away from this feedground during the winter and transitional periods.  

Pronghorn and mule deer migration between the Gros Ventre/Jackson areas and Pinedale/Big Piney areas occurs through this area.  Bighorn sheep winter range is in close vicinity.

	Reason Selected:
	This area provides crucial winter range for moose, elk and bighorn sheep; migration routes for pronghorn, mule deer, and elk; spring transitional range for many big game species.  Grizzly bear and wolf are common in this area.

	Area Boundary Description:
	Area west of the wilderness boundary within Bridger Teton National Forest including Pinyon Ridge and areas surrounding the Green River.   

	Focal species or species assemblage(s) (limit 6): 


SWAP Tier 1       species:

	 Moose, elk, bighorn sheep, pronghorn, mule deer, cavity-dependent species
Bald Eagle, Boreal Toad, Burrowing Owl, Canada Lynx, Common Loon, Ferruginous Hawk, Great Basin Spadefoot, Great Gray Owl, Greater Sage-grouse, Northern Goshawk


	Solutions or actions:
	1) The Pinyon-Osborn Aspen and Sagebrush project on Bridger-Teton National Forest will include a 5-10 year plan to implement over 21,000 acres of prescribed burns and mechanical treatments on the southern face of Pinyon Ridge and western face of Osborn Mountain.  WGFD is a cooperator on this project.  These burn units need to be implemented with a rest-rotation grazing system as well as be completed in large blocks (2000 acres or more) to prevent excessive ungulate browsing.  NEPA has not begun and is a priority for WGFD.
2) Maintain wild ungulate populations within habitat carrying capacity and at levels to improve habitat conditions, especially within treatment areas. 
3) Work with domestic livestock grazing permittees and USFS to implement grazing management strategies to maintain and/or improve vegetation and habitat conditions.
4) Work with the USFS on travel management plans to benefit wildlife.

	Additional Information:

	Aspen communities are vitally important to over 200 species in Wyoming.  Their persistence on the landscape will ensure the survival of many non-game species.

	General land ownership and surface area:
		BLM: 0 ac (0%), 
USFS: 70,872 ac (99%), 
State: 0 ac (0%), 
Private: 1,034 ac (1%), 
Water: 5 ac (0%), 
Total area: 71,911 ac
	







