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Enhancement Habitat Area Narrative

	Region:
	Pinedale

	Habitat Priority Area Name:
	Transitional and Aspen

	Habitat Area Type (s):
	[bookmark: Check1]|_| Aquatic     |X| Terrestrial    |_| Combined
Aspen, mountain shrub, sagebrush, riparian

	Habitat Issues:
	At-risk aspen communities.  While aspen can be a climax species, most aspen communities in the Wyoming Range are generally seral to conifer and require periodic disturbance to persist.  Along the west slope of the Wind River Mountains, the aspen can be either climax or seral in nature.  It is estimated that there is less than half the amount of aspen communities than existed pre-settlement.  Lack of disturbance and extreme browsing pressure are management concerns.  Loss of aspen effects hydrologic function across the landscape.
Mountain shrubs are frequently a minor component of sagebrush communities and highly preferred as forage by ungulates.  Excessive browsing and lack of regeneration are the primary issues contributing to its decline in the Pinedale Region.  
Big game migration routes and spring transitional ranges cover a large part of this area.  Many big game species have documented fawning or calving in portions of this area.

	Reason Selected:
	Aspen communities support high biological diversity and are considered one of the most important habitat types in Wyoming.  Aspen communities provide food and cover for a multitude of species.  This area provides critical habitat for mule deer used transitionally between summer and winter ranges and for parturition.  High quality forage is significantly important in this area.  

	Area Boundary Description:
	Boundaries of this area were delineated using known aspen distribution from personal experience, aerial photos and various landcover map sources including the Bridger Teton National Forest Vegetation Map, 2007.  Additional areas outside the aspen distribution were delineated based on migration routes, stopover areas and transitional habitat delineated from big game GPS collar data.  
This area generally delineates a zone between the winter ranges and high elevation summer ranges on three sides of the Pinedale Region.   This area includes the Soda Lake, Fall Creek and Half Moon Wildlife Habitat Management Areas.  

	Focal species or species assemblage(s) (limit 6): 


SWAP Tier 1       species:

	 Mule deer, moose, elk and cavity-dependent species.
Bald Eagle, Boreal Toad, Burrowing Owl, Canada Lynx, Common Loon, Ferruginous Hawk, Great Basin Spadefoot, Great Gray Owl, Greater Sage-grouse, Mountain Plover, Northern Goshawk, Townsend's Big-eared Bat

	Solutions or actions:
	It is imperative for the maintenance of aspen communities to introduce periodic disturbance, especially with the use of fire, and to keep wildlife and livestock densities at a level to allow aspen and mountain shrub regeneration.
Specific actions recommended to enhance aspen and mountain shrub communities:
1. Continue inventorying aspen stands to evaluate risk and prioritize for treatments. 
2. Coordinate with BLM, Forest Service and private land owners to plan and implement mechanical and/or prescribed fire treatments to enhance aspen communities at medium or high-risk.
3. Promote long-term management strategies of wildfires in order to benefit wildlife and habitats that are dependent on disturbance for health and regeneration.

	Additional Information:
	Most of the aspen communities are seral and, in the absence of disturbance, are replaced by conifer.  Aspen regeneration can be hampered or completely prevented by excessive browsing by both wildlife and livestock.   
The primary community types in lower elevation portions of this area are sagebrush and riparian community types.  Bitterbrush stands have historic excessive browse use and are targeted for winter utilization by mule deer and pronghorn.  Middle elevation areas include aspen and conifer stands, related to aspect.  
Aspen communities are vitally important to over 200 species in Wyoming.  Their persistence on the landscape will ensure the survival of many non-game species.  
Surface disturbing activities (gas development, subdivisions, gravel pits, etc) should be limited and done with stipulations or restrictions to prevent winter activity or unnecessary destruction of habitat when possible.  
Ten elk feedgrounds are located in this area.


	General land ownership and surface area:
		BLM: 180,022 ac (20%), 
USFS: 422,397 ac (46%), 
State: 40,726 ac (4%), 
Private: 255,073 ac (28%), 
Water: 12,650 ac (1%), 
Total area: 910,869 ac
	










