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Enhancement Habitat Area Narrative

	Region:
	Pinedale

	Habitat Priority Area Name:
	Little Sandy

	Habitat Area Type (s):
	[bookmark: Check1]|_| Aquatic     |X| Terrestrial    |_| Combined
Sagebrush/bitterbrush

	Habitat Issues:
	Sagebrush and bitterbrush communities are used heavily as winter and transitional range by mule deer, pronghorn, and elk and are often in late successional stage and lacking regeneration.  
This is an area directly south of Muddy Creek Elk Feedground and used heavily by elk.  Several hundred elk winter out on native range in the vicinity of the Prospect Mountains and Farson.

Additionally, wild horse populations are impacting habitat conditions.

	Reason Selected:
	This area contains crucial winter range for mule deer, elk, and moose; migration routes for mule deer, elk and moose.  This area also provides habitat for sagebrush obligates such as pygmy rabbit, sage thrasher and sage sparrow.   Much of the area is in need of habitat management, enhancement and/or manipulation.  

	Area Boundary Description:
	Area northeast of Farson in the vicinity of Muddy Ridge, Chicken Creek, Elk Mountain and the Prospect Mountains.   

	Focal species or species assemblage(s) (limit 6): 


SWAP Tier 1       species:

	 Mule deer, pronghorn, sage grouse, elk, and other sagebrush obligates.
Bald Eagle, Boreal Toad, Burrowing Owl, Canada Lynx, Common Loon, Ferruginous Hawk, Great Basin Spadefoot, Great Gray Owl, Greater Sage-grouse, Mountain Plover, Northern Goshawk, Townsend's Big-eared Bat

	Solutions or actions:
	1) Sagebrush, bitterbrush or mixed mountain shrub communities could benefit from a variety of disturbance tools including: chemical or mechanical implements.  Ungulate and livestock utilization levels need to be monitored post-treatment and adaptive adjustments made thereon.  
2) Develop grazing management agreements with BLM and grazing permittees to rest enhancement treatments and develop grazing schemes that would include a rest-rotation system to allow for alternating spring use areas, adjusting intensity or duration, or leaving standing forage for wildlife utilization.
3) Wild horse management and reduction would benefit wildlife.

	Additional Information:
	Most of this area is within Sage Grouse Core Area and any treatments would need to consider these parameters in their development.  

This area has been negatively affected by drought over the last 15 years.

	General land ownership and surface area:
		BLM: 199,374 ac (86%), 
USFS: 0 ac (0%), 
Other Federal: 853 ac (0%), 
State: 18,768 ac (8%), 
Private: 12,180 ac (5%), 
Water: 1 ac (0%), 
Total area: 231,176 ac
	







