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Enhancement Habitat Area Narrative


	Region:
	Pinedale

	Priority Area Name:
	Green-New Fork River Corridor Enhancement Area

	Habitat Area Type:
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Aquatic      FORMCHECKBOX 
 Terrestrial     FORMCHECKBOX 
 Combined

Stream, riparian, willow and cottonwood riparian, sagebrush, mixed mountain shrub and mixed conifer. 

	Habitat Issues:
	Willow recruitment to medium and mature age classes is inconsistent and appears to be limited by browsing impacts.

Cottonwood reestablishment is uncommon and recruitment to medium and mature age or height classes appears to be virtually nonexistent.  Cottonwood gallery forests appear to be gradually dieing and are not being replaced.

On a landscape scale ungulate browsing (primarily livestock grazing) is the primary factor currently and historically influencing the riparian communities. Other human influences include irrigation diversions and other agricultural activities, roads, culverts, oil and gas development, and housing developments.

Numerous irrigation diversions, ditches and structures throughout the river corridor may limit overall fish populations by impeding access to the full range of habitats and by entraining various life stages.

	Reason Selected:
	Numerous species depend on this riparian corridor for portions of their overall habitat needs.  Enhancement and protection of this area would meet most of the needs of a majority of the species dependant on these riparian systems and adjacent habitats while also providing a buffer area that would filter sediments and improve the function of the riparian and aquatic systems.

	Area Boundary Description:
	A two-mile wide corridor centered on the rivers.  The Green River arm of this combined corridor begins at the outlet of Green River Lake and ends at the inlet of Fontenelle Reservoir. The New Fork River arm begins at the outlet of New Fork Lake and ends at the confluence with the Green River.

	Focal species or species assemblage(s) (limit 6):
	Brown trout, rainbow trout, brook trout, cutthroat trout, moose (NSS3).

	SWAP Tier 1       species:


	Bald Eagle, Bluehead Sucker, Boreal Toad, Burrowing Owl, Canada Lynx, Colorado River Cutthroat Trout, Common Loon, Ferruginous Hawk, Flannelmouth Sucker, Great Basin Spadefoot, Great Gray Owl, Greater Sage-grouse, Kendall Warm Springs Dace, Mountain Plover, Northern Goshawk, Roundtail Chub, Townsend's Big-eared Bat

	Solutions or actions:
	Wherever possible and practical, the Department should work cooperatively with landowners to adjust their operations and allow riparian plant communities to regenerate. Both pre and post treatment rest from grazing, as well long-term follow up management, are required to meet vegetation objectives. Alternative locations to alleviate grazing pressure/demands (i.e., forage reserves / grass banks) in or near this river corridor would increase opportunities to implement successful vegetation treatment/ enhancement projects.

Other high priority enhancement opportunities include working cooperatively with landowners and the NRCS in and adjacent to this corridor system through various programs that provide incentives for landowners to meet mutual restoration goals and objectives. Examples of these programs include, the Continuous Conservation Reserve Program, Grassland Reserve Program, and Wildlife Habitat Incentive Program.

An extensive inventory of cottonwood and willow communities throughout the entire corridor system would provide valuable information to define areas that need the greatest amount of attention. To reestablish these communities to natural historic (pre-settlement) levels and conditions, an aggressive treatment plan should be developed and implemented.

Work with landowners and other partners to improve fish passage, reduce fish entrainment, improve water quality and stream channel stability at irrigation diversion or other structures.   

	Additional Information:
	The Green-New Fork River Corridor consists of approximately 220 miles (170 miles on the Green River arm and 50 miles on the New Fork River arm) of contiguous stream/riparian habitat and adjacent upland communities that support a wide variety of aquatic and terrestrial wildlife. There are no large dams or reservoirs within this corridor area.  However, there are numerous irrigation diversion structures.

An important indicator of riparian condition is the structural and age class diversity of the woody riparian vegetation, particularly willows and cottonwoods. Observations indicate adequate initial reestablishment of willows, but recruitment to medium and mature age classes is inconsistent and appears to be limited by browsing impacts. Ungulate browsing is thought to be the primary factor contributing to this condition. Water management may also be contributing, but likely to a lesser extent.

Most traditional cattle producers in this valley summer their herds on higher elevation federal (Forest Service and BLM) grazing allotments and winter them on these riparian corridors and the residual forage in adjacent hay meadows. This remains the most practical method to manage these traditional ranching operations. However, woody riparian species (e.g., willows and cottonwoods) concentrate sugar in their new growth during the late fall and early winter period making them highly palatable during the time they are traditionally used by livestock. Therefore, this common management practice, combined with browsing by wintering wildlife in many areas, appears to be limiting regeneration of these important communities.

	Ownership and acreage:
	BLM: 31,696 ac (22%), 
USFS: 17,028 ac (12%), 
Other Federal: 838 ac (1%), 
State: 4,757 ac (3%), 
Private: 85,383 ac (59%), 
Water: 5,803 ac (4%), 
Total area: 145,504 ac


