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Crucial Habitat Area Narrative


	Region:
	Pinedale

	Habitat Priority Area Name:
	Sage Grouse Winter 

	Habitat Area Type:
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Aquatic      FORMCHECKBOX 
 Terrestrial     FORMCHECKBOX 
 Combined

Sagebrush

	Habitat Values:
	Sagebrush communities within this area provide important winter habitat for sage grouse and are identified as sage grouse winter concentration areas.  Sagebrush is the most important component for sage grouse in winter seasons.  Grouse will concentrate in areas where sagebrush is exposed above the snow and is used as cover and forage.  Disturbance can also influence distribution during winter months.    

	Reason Selected:
	This area contains habitats crucial to sage grouse during the winter season.    

	Area Boundary Description:
	Portions of areas within the Mesa, Little Colorado desert, Bench Corral, Soapholes, and Deer Hills are included in this area.  

	Focal species or species assemblage(s) (limit 6):
	Sage grouse, sagebrush obligates

	SWAP Tier 1       species:


	Bald Eagle, Boreal Toad, Burrowing Owl, Canada Lynx, Common Loon, Ferruginous Hawk, Great Basin Spadefoot, Great Gray Owl, Greater Sage-grouse, Mountain Plover, Northern Goshawk, Townsend's Big-eared Bat

	Solutions or actions:
	Develop cooperative management agreements with BLM, USFS, State Land Board, private landowners, and others to maintain open spaces and healthy ecosystem functions.  This may include grazing strategies, vegetation treatments, travel management plans, etc.

Develop management agreements with oil and gas operators and BLM that protect or maintain wildlife habitat.  Surface disturbing activities (gas development, subdivisions, gravel pits, etc) should be limited and done with stipulations or restrictions to prevent winter activity or unnecessary destruction of habitat when possible.  

	Additional Information:
	The sage grouse winter concentration areas have been delineated with actual bird observations from aerial surveys and modeled to include the most important areas over the past 10 years.   

Development activities have drastically compromised habitat effectiveness for a wide variety of species over the last 15+ years.
Drought over the past decade or more is impacting many of the vegetation communities in this area. 

	Land ownership and surface area:
	BLM: 469,817 ac (83%), 
USFS: 0 ac (0%), 
State: 25,352 ac (4%), 
Private: 67,045 ac (12%), 
Water: 1,715 ac (0%), 
Total area: 563,929 ac


