Wyoming Game and Fish Department                      	rev. 10/10/2014
Strategic Habitat Plan 

Crucial Habitat Area Narrative

	Region:
	Pinedale

	Habitat Priority Area Name:
	Wyoming Range – Cottonwood and Horse Creek Watersheds

	Habitat Area Type (s):
	[bookmark: Check1]|X| Aquatic     |_| Terrestrial    |_| Combined
Sagebrush, desert shrub, mixed mountain shrub, aspen, riparian, conifer, tall forb and alpine, stream

	Habitat Values:
	This area contains habitat for native Colorado River cutthroat trout (CRC), high quality native fish genetics, and upland and riparian plant communities that provide diverse habitats for an assemblage of native aquatic and terrestrial species. Aspen, riparian, tall forb, mountain shrub, sagebrush, Douglas fir, white bark pine, and stream habitats are valuable interrelated components. Lower elevations contain sagebrush, desert shrub and mixed mountain shrub plant communities. 

	Reason Selected:
	This area has a conservation population of CRC with high quality genetics and a diverse assemblage of other native aquatic and terrestrial species. Large-scale projects that reduce competition and improve habitat conditions to restore secure, interconnected populations of CRC and other species have high potential for success.

	Area Boundary Description:
	Area north of North Piney Creek, west of Hwy 191, south of South Beaver Creek, and to the spine of the Wyoming Range on the west.  Includes the Cottonwood Creek (HUC 1404010106) and Horse Creek watersheds (HUC 1404010105).

	Focal species or species assemblage(s) (limit 6): 


SWAP Tier 1       species:
	 mountain whitefish (NSS4), mountain sucker, Columbia spotted frog (NSS3), Northern leopard frog (NSSU), mottled sculpin, Boreal chorus frog.
bluehead sucker, Colorado River cutthroat trout, flannelmouth sucker, boreal toad, Great Basin spadefoot

	Solutions or actions:
	Develop cooperative management agreements with BLM, USFS, State Land Board, private landowners, and other interests to maintain open spaces and healthy ecosystem functions.  This may include grazing strategies, timber management, travel management plans, etc.
Seek conservation easements with willing private landowners. 
Develop management agreements with oil and gas operators and BLM that protect or maintain wildlife habitat.
Pursue high priority mitigation projects on private land including conservation easements and management plans and on federal lands.
Prevent and reduce competition between native CRC and nonnative sport fish.
Support and emphasize Forest Service management prescriptions such as “Desired Future Condition” (DFC) 10 and DFC 12 that maintain high quality vegetation communities.
Protect and enhance remaining tall forb communities.

	Additional Information:
	On-going projects include Maki and Cottonwood aspen treatment projects on Forest Service lands and the BLM’s Wyoming Front Aspen Restoration Project. An allotment management plan (AMP) for the recently secured Triple Peak Forage Reserve, partially within this area, is nearly complete and additional monitoring locations have been established to guide long-term management of this important area. Inventories and assessments of aspen communities in portions of this watershed have been completed and enhancement projects initiated. Inventories of remaining aspen communities should be completed throughout the watershed.  An aggressive treatment plan should be developed and implemented with a long-term goal to reestablish aspen communities to natural historic (pre-settlement) levels and conditions. A fire management plan that includes the use of wildland fires will be necessary to meet this goal. Regeneration of aspen communities near streams would increase beaver activity and provide dam building materials able to withstand high run-off conditions in North and South Cottonwood Creeks and key tributaries.  Beaver ponds would create side channels and cover for young trout, provide holding areas during drought years, and provide important wetland habitats for the diverse assemblage of species present. To ensure treatment objectives are met and avoid accelerating the loss of these communities, a key component of an aspen management plan must include limiting ungulate browsing. Progressive AMPs that have been approved and tested are needed to ensure objectives can be met. Furthermore, the affects of browsing by big game needs to be closely monitored and populations (particularly elk) carefully managed while treatments are being implemented.
Surface disturbing activities (gas development, subdivisions, gravel pits, etc) should be limited and done with stipulations or restrictions to prevent winter activity or unnecessary destruction of habitat when possible.  

	General land ownership and surface area:
	BLM: 117,163 ac (30%), 
USFS: 116,602 ac (30%), 
State: 16,163 ac (4%), 
Private: 139,968 ac (36%), 
Water: 256 ac (0%), 
Total area: 390,152 ac



