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Crucial Habitat Area Narrative

	Region:
		Pinedale 




	Habitat Priority Area Name:
		 Upper Green River Tributaries 




	Habitat Area Type (s):
	[bookmark: Check1]|X| Aquatic     |_| Terrestrial    |_| Combined
	Stream, riparian, aspen, willow, mountain shrub, sagebrush 




	Habitat Values:
		Habitats for native Colorado River cutthroat (CRC) trout and Kendall Warm Springs dace.  Key values affecting CRC are genetic purity, connectivity, water quality, riparian habitat, aspen, sagebrush, tall forb community potential.  Key values affecting Kendall Warm Springs Dace are protection of the Kendall Warm Springs recharge zone, water quality, and riparian habitat.    




	Reason Selected:
		These watersheds support a diverse assemblage of native aquatic and terrestrial species including conservation populations of CRC.  Kendall Warms Springs supports the only population of the imperiled Kendall Warm Springs dace in existence. 




	Area Boundary Description:
		 Rock Creek (140401010201), Klondike Creek (140401010202), Tosi Creek (140401010203), Gypsum Creek (140401010204), Green River-Lime Creek (140401010202), and Jim Creek (140401010205) drain the SE flank of the Gros Ventre Range and the NW slopes of the Wind River Range 




	Focal species or species assemblage(s) (limit 6): 
		Mottled sculpin (NSS4), mountain sucker (NSS3), mountain whitefish (NSS4), boreal toad (NSS1) 




	SWAP Tier 1       species:
	Colorado River cutthroat trout, Kendall Warm Springs dace, boreal toad, Great Basin spadefoot

	Solutions or actions:
		Solutions and actions should emphasize: 1) restore, enhance, and maintain a diverse, productive and sustainable ecosystem, 2) prevent/reduce competition between CRC and nonnative trout, 3) emphasize and support USFS management prescriptions “Desired Future Condition” (DFC) 10 and DFC 12 that maintain high quality vegetation communities (e.g. aspen, riparian, tall forb, and mixed conifer types), 4) prevent oil and gas development impacts, 5) evaluate and adjust livestock management as needed. Specific habitat issues identified in each of the tributaries that currently support self-sustaining populations of CRC and other native species include: Tosi Ck.: 1) maintenance of old habitat improvement structures, 2) extensive grazing impacts, and 3) impacts from roads and logging; Rock Ck.: 1) maintenance of old habitat improvement structures, 2) limited water supply in Trudy Lake and Trudy Creek, 3) degraded upland tall forb communities, 4) invasion of nonnative brook trout; Klondike Ck.: 1) maintenance of old habitat improvement structures and livestock exclosures, 2) protection/security of the natural fish migration barrier in the upper reach (note this barrier is probably protecting the limit CRC population upstream from invasion of nonnatives (conversation with USFS), 3) questionable ability to support a self-sustaining population; Jim Ck.: 1) potential effects (short-term negative vs. long-term positive) of 2006 wildfire in the headwaters, 2) invasion of nonnative brook trout; Kendall Warm Springs recharge zone: 1) protection of this zone from surface disturbing activities that could jeopardize flows; Gypsum Ck.: 1) persistence/success of stocking effort to establish a headwaters CRC population, 2) extensive grazing impacts, 3) impacts from roads and logging, 4) potential affects (short term negative vs. long-term positive) of proposed vegetation treatments and Jim Ck. wildfire that burned portions of the S. Fork Gypsum Ck. Inventories and assessments of aspen communities should be completed, and an aggressive treatment plan implemented with a long-term goal of reestablishment to natural historic (pre-settlement) levels and conditions. Wildland management fires will be necessary to meet this goal. Aspen restoration near streams would provide dam building materials able to withstand high run-off conditions and increase beaver activity. Beaver ponds would provide cover for trout, holding areas during drought years, and important wetland habitats. 




	Additional Information:
	On a landscape scale livestock grazing is the primary factor currently and historically influencing habitats in these watersheds, and should be thoroughly evaluated and adjusted to allow vegetative communities to improve to full ecological potential. This would provide numerous benefits to all other resources, including livestock forage. Stream habitat conditions are below potential because of eroded stream banks and high sediment levels contributed by degraded plant communities.  In March 2000 the USFS began scoping for AMP revisions on 6 grazing allotments encompassing this area. An EIS is being developed for these allotments, and WGFD provided extensive comments. CRC populations are limited by competition and hybridization with nonnative trout species (brook, cutthroat subspecies, and rainbow trout) and stream channel, riparian, and upland habitat conditions. Large-scale projects addressing these issues have potential for success in these watersheds. 

	General land ownership and surface area:
	BLM: 0 ac (0%), 
USFS: 128,322 ac (99%), 
State: 7 ac (0%), 
Private: 785 ac (1%), 
Water: 72 ac (0%), 
Total area: 129,186 ac



