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Crucial Habitat Area Narrative

	Region:
	Pinedale

	Habitat Priority Area Name:
	Lower Bear River 

	Habitat Area Type (s):
	[bookmark: Check1]|X| Aquatic     |_| Terrestrial    |_| Combined
Stream, riparian, aspen, tall forb, mountain shrub, sagebrush, conifer, willow

	Habitat Values:
	Native Bonneville cutthroat trout (BRC), and northern leatherside chub  habitat, high genetic purity, connectivity, water quality, aspen, riparian habitat.

	Reason Selected:
	This watershed supports a conservation population of BRC and a diverse assemblage of native aquatic and terrestrial species. The BRC population has high quality genetics and is distributed throughout much of the watershed. 

	Area Boundary Description:
	The watershed drains the Tunp, Sublette, southern Salt River and southern Wyoming Ranges, and includes the following HUC basins: Smiths Fork River (1601010202), Thomas Fork River (1601010203), Lower Bear River (below Sage Jct. to ID/WY line; 16010102018), and Twin Creek (1601010109).

	Focal species or species assemblage(s) (limit 6): 

SWAP Tier 1       species:
	Bonneville cutthroat trout (NSS2), northern leatherside chub (NSS1), bluehead sucker (NSS1) 
bluehead sucker, northern leatherside chub, boreal toad, Great Basin spadefoot

	Solutions or actions:
	Solutions and actions should emphasize: 1) restore, enhance, and maintain a diverse, productive and sustainable ecosystem, 2) prevent/reduce competition between BRC and nonnative trout, 3) emphasize and support USFS management prescriptions such as “Desired Future Condition” (DFC) 10 and DFC 12 that maintain high quality vegetation communities (e.g. aspen, riparian, and tall forb), 4) prevent oil and gas development impacts, 6) prevent impacts from proposed reservoir projects, 7) evaluate and adjust livestock grazing management, 8) pursue long-term protection by promoting property right arrangements with willing landowners (e.g., fee title acquisitions, conservation easements, purchase or trading of existing mineral rights/leases). Acquisitions could directly protect key parcels from development (i.e., subdivisions and oil and gas), and allow management practices that prioritize wildlife habitat values.
Inventories and assessments of aspen communities should be completed, and an aggressive treatment plan implemented with a long-term goal of reestablishment to natural historic (pre-settlement) levels and conditions. Wildland management fires will be necessary to meet this goal.  Aspen restoration near streams would provide dam building materials able to withstand high run-off conditions and increase beaver activity.  Beaver ponds would provide cover for trout, holding areas during drought years, and wetland habitats.  

	Additional Information:
	On a landscape scale livestock grazing is the primary factor currently and historically influencing habitats in this watershed. Management should be evaluated and adjusted to allow vegetative communities to improve to full ecological potential.  This would provide numerous benefits to all other resources, including livestock forage. Stream habitat conditions are below potential because of eroded stream banks and high sediment levels contributed by degraded plant communities.  Herbicide spraying in the 1960’s and heavy long-term heavy grazing has severely impacted willow communities, and restoration would provide beaver habitat, increase riparian stability, shading and trout cover, and reduce water temperatures and sediment loading.  To ensure vegetation treatment objectives can be met, progressive AMPs are needed, browsing by big game needs to be closely monitored, and big game populations (particularly elk) carefully managed.

Inventories and assessments of aspen communities should be completed, and an aggressive treatment plan implemented with a long-term goal of reestablishment to natural historic (pre-settlement) levels and conditions. The Pinedale Region’s Fish Division is responsible for aquatic wildlife, and the Wildlife Division in the Green River Region is responsible for management of terrestrial wildlife. In 2000, several state and federal agencies signed a range-wide conservation agreement and strategy for BRC with a primary goal to ensure long-term existence of BRC in its historic range.  Objectives are based on eliminating threats.  Threats identified focus on habitat conditions of conservation population watersheds.  Protection and maintenance of watershed ecosystems is a vital component of the agreement.  State and federal agencies are preparing a similar document for northern leatherside chub.


	
General land ownership and surface area:
	BLM: 310,513 ac (50%), 
USFS: 118,245 ac (19%), 
Other Federal: 14,613 ac (2%), 
State: 51,059 ac (8%), 
Private: 123,844 ac (20%), 
Water: 219 ac (0%), 
Total area: 618,493 ac




