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Crucial Habitat Area Narrative

	Region:
	Pinedale

	Habitat Priority Area Name:
	LaBarge Creek

	Habitat Area Type (s):
	|X| Aquatic     |_| Terrestrial    |_| Combined
Tall forb, riparian, stream, aspen, willow, wetland, sagebrush, mixed mountain shrub, conifer

	Habitat Values:
	Important upland and riparian plant communities, native Colorado River cutthroat trout (CRC) 

	Reason Selected:
	This watershed supports a CRC conservation population and a diverse assemblage of other native aquatic and terrestrial species.  Significant efforts to improve and restore CRC populations are ongoing in the basin.

	Area Boundary Description:
	The LaBarge Creek watershed (HUC 1404010111) drains the south central portion of the east slope of the Wyoming Range.

	Focal species or species assemblage(s) (limit 6): 

	mountain whitefish (NSS4), mountain sucker, rubber boa (NSS3), northern leopard frog (NSSU), mottled sculpin, boreal chorus frog

	SWAP Tier 1       species:
	Colorado River cutthroat trout, boreal toad, Great Basin spadefoot


	Solutions or actions:
	Maintain and improve cooperation and partnerships with landowners within the lower portions of the watershed.  Management solutions and actions should: 1) maintain and enhance a diverse, productive and sustainable ecosystem, 2) prevent and reduce competition between native CRC and nonnative sport fish, 3) provide support for and emphasize Forest Service management prescriptions such as “Desired Future Condition” (DFC) 10 and DFC 12 that maintain high quality vegetation communities, 4) protect and enhance remaining tall forb communities, 5) prevent impacts from oil and gas development, 6) evaluate livestock grazing management and adjust to allow plant communities to improve to full ecological potential. Improved ecological conditions and watershed health would provide benefits to all resources including livestock forage, 7) pursue long-term protection by promoting property right arrangements with willing landowners (e.g., fee title acquisitions, conservation easements, purchase or trading of mineral rights/leases). Acquisitions could directly protect key parcels from development (i.e., subdivisions and oil and gas), and allow implementation of management practices that prioritize wildlife habitat values, 8) to effectively treat and enhance vegetation, alternative grazing locations should be identified in or near the LaBarge watershed (i.e., forage reserves / grass banks).

	Additional Information:
	The LaBarge Watershed was identified as the highest priority drainage in the Pinedale Region for CRC restoration.  In 2000, a project was initiated to restore the native fish assemblage in fifty-eight stream miles. Nonnative fish species were removed after a fish migration barrier was constructed to protect CRC from competition and hybridization.  CRC were restocked in 2007 and stocking will continue until a self-sustaining population is established.  The project includes 18 miles of LaBarge Creek and a minimum of 27 stream miles on 11 tributaries and will provide CRC with the critical habitat elements necessary for persistence. The upper LaBarge watershed is the first key watershed in the Upper Green River geographical management unit that has been restored to the native fish assemblage.

Aspen community inventories and assessments should be completed throughout the watershed. An aggressive treatment plan should be developed and implemented with a long-term goal to reestablish aspen communities to natural historic (pre-settlement) levels. A fire management plan that includes wildland fires will be necessary to meet this goal. The recent Fontenelle wildland fire restored some upland terrestrial habitat.  However, lack of domestic cattle rest post fire and the intensity it burned in Spring Creek drainage will require a longer recovery period than other portions of the burned area. Regeneration of aspen communities near streams would increase beaver activity and provide dam building materials able to withstand high run-off conditions in LaBarge Creek and key tributaries.  Beaver ponds would create side channels and cover for young trout, provide holding areas during drought years, and provide wetland habitats. To ensure treatment objectives are met and avoid accelerating aspen community loss, ungulate browsing must be evaluated. Progressive Allotment Management Plans are needed to ensure objectives can be met. Furthermore, big game browsing effects need to be monitored and populations (particularly elk) managed.  Stream habitats are below potential from impacts to stream banks and indirect impacts from sediment coming from unstable riparian and upland plant communities.

	General land ownership and surface area:
	BLM: 46,996 ac (39%), 
USFS: 52,378 ac (44%), 
State: 3,494 ac (3%), 
Private: 16,901 ac (14%), 
Total area: 119,769 ac




