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Crucial Habitat Area Narrative

	Region:
	Pinedale

	Habitat Priority Area Name:
	North Piney Lake-Lake Creek 

	Habitat Area Type (s):
	[bookmark: Check1]|X| Aquatic     |_| Terrestrial    |_| Combined
Stream, lake, riparian, aspen, tall forb

	Habitat Values:
	Native Colorado River cutthroat (CRC) trout habitat, genetic purity, connectivity, water quality, riparian habitat, aspen, tall forb community potential

	Reason Selected:
	North Piney Lake and the Lake Creek watershed are managed for a core conservation population of CRC.  This population is a brood source for CRC restoration. The watershed supports a diverse assemblage of native aquatic and terrestrial species and is the egg source to restore CRC populations throughout the Green River basin.

	Area Boundary Description:
	North Piney Lake-Lake Creek Watersheds (HUC 140401010802) drain the central portion of the east slope of the Northern Wyoming Range.

	Focal species or species assemblage(s) (limit 6): 

SWAP Tier 1       species:
	Colorado River cutthroat trout (NSS2), mottled sculpin (NSS4), mountain sucker (NSS3) 
bluehead sucker, Colorado River cutthroat trout, flannelmouth sucker, boreal toad, Great Basin spadefoot

	Solutions or actions:
	On a landscape scale livestock grazing historically influenced habitats in this watershed.  However, stipulations in the Triple Peak Forage Reserve Agreement are expected to allow this watershed to recover from those impacts.  Browsing by big game needs to be closely monitored, and big game populations (particularly elk) managed.
Solutions and actions should emphasize: 1) restore, enhance, and maintain a diverse, productive and sustainable ecosystem, 2) prevent/reduce competition between CRC and nonnative trout, 3) prevent impacts from oil and gas development, 4) emphasize and support USFS management prescriptions such as “Desired Future Condition” (DFC) 10 and DFC 12 that maintain high quality vegetation communities (e.g. aspen, riparian, and tall forb).
Inventories and assessments of aspen communities should be completed, and a treatment plan implemented with a long-term goal of reestablishment to natural historic (pre-settlement) levels and conditions. Use of wildland management fires will be necessary to meet this goal.  Aspen restoration near streams would provide dam building materials able to withstand high run-off conditions and increase beaver activity.  Beaver ponds would provide cover for trout, holding areas during drought years, and important wetland habitats. 

Tall forb communities, common in the headwaters, are an important cover type that provides habitat for a variety of wildlife and in healthy conditions protect streams from excess sediment loading.  A priority in this area is to restore, protect, and enhance these communities. Tall forb community restoration is most limited by time, current condition, and their natural ability to recover.

	
Additional Information:
	CRC are limited by the affects of vegetative succession and past and present human impacts on habitat. Drought and low water conditions in North Piney Lake also limit population potential. Furthermore, the range is limited to North Piney Lake and Lake Creek. Potential for expansion of the population downstream is limited by the risk of competition and hybridization with brook trout and other cutthroat trout subspecies.  Natural downstream drift from the lake does populate Lake and North Piney creeks to some extent.   Less than optimal habitat conditions, due to a naturally cold, harsh environment and steep gradients limit the potential to expand upstream.

In September 2006 the Triple Peak Forage Reserve was created when a permittee waived his sheep-grazing permit back to the USFS.  Also, the 5,115-acre Lake Creek watershed will be excluded from grazing to benefit CRC.  WGFD coordinated closely with Trout Unlimited, (TU), Wyoming Foundation for North American Wild Sheep (FNAWS), RMEF, and other conservation organizations to provide information, etc. to facilitate this action. Other human influences that affect much of this watershed include fire suppression and recreational activities. Site specific problems and concerns that have been identified include; 1) an ATV trail to North Piney Lake was recently approved and upgraded and will likely result in increased fishing pressure, which could impact the CRC population, 2) a population of nonnative brook trout currently coexists with CRC in North Piney Lake. If future monitoring indicates that they are out competing the CRC preventative actions may be necessary to protect the CRC, 3) regeneration of aspen communities near the lower gradient segments of Lake Creek above and below North Piney Lake could increase beaver activity.  

	General land ownership and surface area:
	BLM: 0 ac (0%), 
USFS: 5,079 ac (99%), 
State: 0 ac (0%), 
Private: 0 ac (0%), 
Water: 34 ac (1%), 
Total area: 5,113 ac



