Wyoming Game and Fish Department                      	rev. 10/10/2014
Strategic Habitat Plan 

Enhancement Habitat Area Narrative

	Region:
	Laramie

	Habitat Priority Area Name:
	Douglas Creek Watershed

	Habitat Area Type (s):
	[bookmark: Check1]|X| Aquatic     |_| Terrestrial    |_| Combined
Stream, riparian, wetland, aspen

	Habitat Issues:
	Recreational gold dredging, historic tie-drives, historic mining activities, livestock grazing, excessive ungulate herbivory, logging, landscape level loss of conifers from bark beetle infestation, unauthorized roads and stream crossings, improperly sized culverts, loss of beaver

	Reason Selected:
	Douglas Creek is one of the most important tributaries for spawning trout in the upper North Platte River watershed.  Recent fisheries assessments in the watershed identified several locations in the watershed where trout populations were below management objectives.  Habitat assessments in (2010-2012) identified habitat issues and areas for improvement.  The USFS is actively replacing undersized culverts in the watershed to improve fish passage and stream channel conditions. 

	Area Boundary Description:
	Level 6 HUC Basins:  (101800020104) – Upper Douglas Creek, (1018000020105) – Middle Douglas Creek, (101800020106) – Pelton Creek, and (101800020107) – Lower Douglas Creek

	Focal species or species assemblage(s) (limit 6): 
	Brook trout, brown trout, rainbow trout, beaver


	SWAP Tier 1       species:
	boreal toad

	Solutions or actions:
	· Support the USFS with the replacement of undersized culverts with bottomless arch culverts in the watershed.
· Support USFS closures of unauthorized roads and unauthorized stream crossings.
· Manage and restore beaver populations to improve riparian and stream habitat conditions.
· Manage wildlife populations so that aspen and riparian and upland shrub growth is not inhibited by excessive browsing.
· Promote aspen restoration activities.
· Seek opportunities to help reduce recreational impacts to wetland, riparian, and stream habitats.
· Promote livestock grazing management practices to maintain or restore riparian habitat function.
· Apply active stream rehabilitation techniques when necessary.
· Collect river channel reference reach data.

	Additional Information:
	Watershed assessments were conducted throughout the Douglas Creek Watershed on 41 streams from 2010-2012.  The USFS has replaced three culverts on Pelton Creek (Pelton Creek Road) from 2011-2013 with assistance from WGFD Habitat Trust Fund.  

	General land ownership and surface area:
		BLM: 0 ac (0%), 
USFS: 92,162 ac (97%), 
State: 180 ac (0%), 
Private: 2,476 ac (3%), 
Water: 638 ac (1%), 
Total area: 95,456 ac

	







