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Crucial Habitat Area Narrative

	Region:
	Laramie

	Habitat Priority Area Name:
	Upper North Platte

	Habitat Area Type (s):
	[bookmark: Check1]|X| Aquatic     |_| Terrestrial    |_| Combined
Stream, riparian, aspen, willow, cottonwood

	Habitat Values:
	Functioning stream habitat to support and maintain wild trout fisheries, functioning riparian community, functioning wetland habitats for native amphibians, and functioning upland communities to support watershed health.

	Reason Selected:
	The Upper North Platte watershed provides for a diversity and abundance of both aquatic and terrestrial wildlife habitats.  The North Platte River and its tributaries provide a range of habitats and natural processes that support economically important wild trout populations.  The area faces future threats from climate change and habitat fragmentation caused by residential and industrial energy development.

	Area Boundary Description:
	The mainstem North Platte River from the Wyoming border to Sage Creek and the following tributaries:  Encampment River, Big Creek, Douglas Creek, Brush Creek, and French Creek.  Also lands associated with those five tributary streams on the Medicine Bow National Forest.  

	Focal species or species assemblage(s) (limit 6): 


SWAP Tier 1       species:

	Boreal toad, beaver, brown trout, rainbow trout, brook trout

boreal toad


	Solutions or actions:
	· Seek opportunities for conservation easements to provide protection for stream and riparian corridors.
· Promote restoring or maintaining beaver.  Manage beaver populations to restore riparian habitat function and create wetland habitats.
· Promote and establish fish passage and screening solutions at irrigation diversions.
· Promote livestock grazing management practices to maintain or restore riparian habitat function.
· Apply active stream rehabilitation when necessary.
· Promote and seek opportunities for aspen restoration.
· Seek opportunities to help reduce recreational impacts to wetland, riparian, and stream habitats.
· Manage wildlife populations so that aspen and riparian and upland shrub growth is not inhibited by excessive browsing.

	Additional Information:
	A University of Wyoming graduate study supported by WGFD will begin in 2014 using otolith microchemistry to help determine tributary streams that are important for rainbow and brown trout spawning and recruitment into the North Platte River system.

	General land ownership and surface area:
	BLM: 12,712 ac (3%), 
USFS: 360,208 ac (83%), 
State: 7,499 ac (2%), 
Local Gvt: 2 ac (0%), 
Private: 52,592 ac (12%), 
Water: 3,363 ac (1%), 
Total area: 436,376 ac




