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Crucial Habitat Area Narrative

	Region:
	Laramie

	Habitat Priority Area Name:
	Lower Horse Creek

	Habitat Area Type (s):
	[bookmark: Check1]|X| Aquatic     |_| Terrestrial    |_| Combined
Stream, riparian, wetland

	Habitat Values:
	Functioning stream habitat to support native, non-game fish species and functioning riparian community

	Reason Selected:
	Dr. Timothy Patton in his 1997 PhD research found Horse Creek to have one of the highest densities of native fishes, and also some of the highest densities of fishes of concern among the 83 streams he sampled in the Missouri River drainage of Wyoming (Patton 1997).   Recent studies have also confirmed the diversity of native fishes in the Lodgepole Creek drainage (Bear and Barrineau 2007, Moan et.al. 2011).  

	Area Boundary Description:
	From US Highway 85 crossing downstream to Nebraska border/confluence with North Platte River

	Focal species or species assemblage(s) (limit 6): 


SWAP Tier 1       species:

	Suckermouth minnow, plains topminnow, brassy minnow, common shiner, central stoneroller

No SWAP Tier 1 species.

	Solutions or actions:
	· Seek opportunities for conservation easements to provide protection for stream and riparian corridors.
· Promote restoring or maintaining beaver.  Manage beaver populations to restore riparian habitat function and create wetland habitats.
· Develop a better understanding of native fish habitat requirements in the watershed.
· Conduct surveys of water control structures and potential fish passage barriers.  Some barriers may be beneficial to native fish communities by blocking movements of competing non-native species.
· Investigate and develop a better understanding of water availability and use in the drainage as it pertains to native fish habitat.
· Promote and establish fish passage and screening solutions at irrigation diversions.
· Promote livestock grazing management practices to maintain or restore riparian habitat function.
· Apply active stream rehabilitation when necessary.


	Additional Information:
	 Bear, B., and C. Barrineau. 2007. Status of habitat and native species in southeast Wyoming prairie streams. Fish Division Administrative Report. Wyoming Game and Fish Department. Cheyenne, Wyoming.

Moan, C.A., M.M. McGree, G.P. Edwards.  2011.  Prairie stream fish communities and habitat associations in the Niobrara River, Lower Laramie River, Horse Creek, and Lodgepole Creek drainages of Wyoming.  Fish Division Administrative Report.  Wyoming Game and Fish Department.  Cheyenne, Wyoming.

Patton, T.M.  1997.  Distribution and status of fishes in the Missouri River Drainage in Wyoming: implications for identifying conservation areas.  Ph.D. Dissertation.  University of Wyoming, Laramie, Wyoming. 


	General land ownership and surface area:
	BLM: 775 ac (2%), 
USFS: 0 ac (0%), 
Other Federal: 20 ac (0%), 
State: 1,705 ac (5%), 
Private: 35,281 ac (93%), 
Water: 7 ac (0%), 
Total area: 37,788 ac




