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Crucial Habitat Area Narrative

	Region:
	Laramie

	Habitat Priority Area Name:
	Upper Laramie River and Little Laramie River

	Habitat Area Type (s):
	[bookmark: Check1]|X| Aquatic     |_| Terrestrial    |_| Combined
Stream, riparian, wetland, cottonwood

	Habitat Values:
	Functioning stream habitat to support wild trout fishery, functioning stream and wetland habitats to support native amphibian, and proper functioning riparian habitats to aid in stream stability and wildlife habitat.  

	Reason Selected:
	This is the only watershed where the Wyoming toad presently occurs.  Boreal toad is also found in portions of the Medicine Bow National Forest in this watershed.  The Laramie River and Little Laramie River also provide habitat for wild trout fisheries.  The area faces a number of threats including habitat fragmentation and degradation from industrial energy and residential development.  

	Area Boundary Description:
	Area is contained within the following Level 5 and 6 HUC basins:  (1018001006) – Little Laramie River, most of (1019001002) – Squirrel Creek – Laramie River, (1018001004) Laramie River from Laramie upstream to Colorado border, (101800100503) – The Big Hollow, (101800100501) – Laramie River – Laramie, and (101800100610) – (Bamforth Lake).

	Focal species or species assemblage(s) (limit 6): 


SWAP Tier 1       species:

	Wyoming toad, boreal toad, brown trout, rainbow trout, brassy minnow, Iowa darter
boreal toad, Wyoming toad


	Solutions or actions:
	· Seek opportunities for conservation easements to provide protection for stream and riparian corridors.
· Promote restoring or maintaining beaver.  Manage beaver populations to restore riparian habitat function and create wetland habitats.
· Promote and establish fish passage and screening solutions at irrigation diversions.
· Promote livestock grazing management practices to maintain or restore riparian habitat function.
· Apply active stream rehabilitation when necessary.
· Promote and seek opportunities for aspen restoration.
· Seek opportunities to help reduce recreational impacts to Manage wildlife populations so that aspen and riparian and upland shrub growth is not inhibited by excessive browsing.

	Additional Information:
	A stream enhancement project along the Laramie River through Laramie was completed in 2011.  The project stabilized banks and enhanced fish habitat and riparian habitat throughout the reach.   

	General land ownership and surface area:
	BLM: 43,914 ac (6%), 
USFS: 131,448 ac (19%), 
Other Federal: 4,351 ac (1%), 
State: 51,614 ac (8%), 
Private: 452,087 ac (66%), 
Water: 4,414 ac (1%), 
Total area: 687,828 ac





