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Enhancement Habitat Area Narrative

	Region:
	Lander

	Habitat Priority Area Name:
	South Wind River Range

	Habitat Area Type:
	[bookmark: Check1]|_| Aquatic     |_| Terrestrial    |X| Combined
Riparian, stream, cottonwood, aspen, sagebrush/grassland, mountain shrub, wetland 

	Habitat Issues:
	Reservoir development upstream from Boysen Reservoir could be a major threat to sauger through changes in water temperature and flow regimes. Any structures, land management practices, or energy development (e.g. coal bed methane discharge waters) that alters fluvial processes could have detrimental impacts on the sauger population in the Wind River watershed. Beaver Creek flows into the Little Wind River immediately upstream from the largest sauger spawning areas within the Wind River drainage population.  Altered fluvial processes caused by oil and gas development in the Beaver Creek drainage may potentially affect sauger spawning cues and spawning habitat.
Erosion and sediment entrainment are natural processes in the Popo Agie watershed that have been accelerated by human activities.
Increased drainage density associated with roads and trails, improperly engineered stream crossings. 
Removal of water for irrigation, rural subdivision development and active channelization of the rivers to control flooding and to dewater wetland areas.
Drought, overuse, and lack of fire have created dense monocultures of sagebrush, decreased grass and forb understories, loss of aspen communities, and expanded juniper distribution.  
Forb, shrub and aspen communities require enhancement to reach potential and benefit mule deer late-summer and fall transition habitats.
Season long and hot season grazing has negatively impacted riparian areas.  
Russian olive and salt cedar are spreading up drainages.  
Ranches are being subdivided and developed along the front.

	Reason Selected:
	This area contains an important mule deer herd (South Wind River Mule Deer) and aquatic and riparian habitats (Popo Agie, Beaver Creek, and Upper Sweetwater Watersheds) with potential and opportunity for improvement.

	Area Boundary Description:
	The Little Popo Agie River (1008000301), Popo Agie River (1008000302), Beaver Creek (1008000203), and Upper Sweetwater (Lander: 1018000601, Strawberry Ck: 1018000602) overlapping with the South Wind River Mule Deer area.

	Focal species or species assemblage(s) (limit 6): 

	Sauger (NSS3), mule deer, sage grouse (NSS2), moose, great blue heron (NSS4), and mountain sucker (NSS4)

	SWAP Tier 1       species:

	Bald Eagle, Boreal Toad, Burrowing Owl, Canada Lynx, Common Loon, Ferruginous Hawk, Great Basin Spadefoot, Great Gray Owl, Greater Sage-grouse, Mountain Plover, Northern Goshawk, Townsend's Big-eared Bat, Yellowstone Cutthroat Trout

	Solutions or actions:
	· Monitor magnitude and timing of Beaver Creek flows to  make sure that they are consistent with a natural flow regime.
· Conduct contaminant tests for water flowing into the Little Wind River from Beaver Creek. 
· Educate the public on how to improve the condition of the forestlands.
· Apply prescribed fire or other vegetation treatments to revert older age class upland communities to early seral stages, regenerate fire-dependant communities (e.g., aspen, true mountain mahogany), enhance water and nutrient cycling, disperse herbivores, and restore a mosaic of multi-aged communities. 
· Inventory and map important mule deer late-summer and fall transition habitats and design prescriptions appropriate to enhance or maintain them.
· Develop agreements and management plans with private landowners, US Forest Service, BLM, grazing permittees, State Land Board and other interested groups to conduct and manage treatments. 
· Work with irrigators to modify irrigation diversions to expand sauger back to the historic range. 
· Work with irrigators to provide flow for sauger and all other fish species.
· Improve sagebrush age class diversity by thinning sagebrush in mosaic patterns using mowing, Lawson aerator treatments, herbicide or other practices.  This will create a variety of shrub densities and age classes important for the different life cycle stages of mule deer and sage grouse.  Thin juniper using mechanical means or burning.  Decreased juniper will release shrubs, grasses and forbs releasing water back into the system.
· Work with ranchers to improve grazing management and decrease hot season use in riparian areas.
· Work with other agencies and organizations to create forage reserves.
· Remove Russian olive and salt cedar
· Work with landowners to obtain conservation easements
· Preserve and enhance habitat through management of WGFC property rights and implementation of existing management goals and objectives found in the Managed Land and Access Summary.
· Use fall applications of Plateau to impede spread and intensity of cheatgrass.

	Additional Information:
	Red Canyon WHMA and Mexican Creek Conservation Easement units are within this enhancement area.

	Land ownership and surface area:
	BLM: 529,913 ac (53%), 
USFS: 182,523 ac (18%), 
Other Federal: 1,395 ac (0%), 
State: 79,684 ac (8%), 
Private: 196,219 ac (20%), 
Water: 2,239 ac (0%), 
Total area: 991,973 ac



