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Enhancement Habitat Area Narrative

	Region:
	Lander

	Habitat Priority Area Name:
	 Dubois WHMAs 

	Habitat Area Type:
	[bookmark: Check1]|_| Aquatic     |_| Terrestrial    |X| Combined
Riparian, stream, cottonwood, aspen, sagebrush/grassland, wetland, mixed mountain shrub. 

	Habitat Issues:
	Fish entrainment in irrigation ditches, conifer encroachment of riparian areas and aspen stands is hindering bighorn sheep migration to and from summer grounds, cattle trampling and trespass into riparian areas, sediment loading of streams, lack of beaver activity, excessive browsing of deciduous species in riparian areas, mountain pine beetles have impacted the area causing increased lodgepole pine mortality
Several areas on the WHMAs have converted from native grasses to a monoculture of low growing sedges and forbs indicating years of overuse.
Forb, shrub and aspen communities in Mule Deer late summer and fall transition habitats are below potential. 

	Reason Selected:
	The East Fork Watershed (Inberg/Roy WHMA, Spence/Moriarity WMA) has the most connected stream miles for Yellowstone cutthroats in the Wind River Drainage with no man-made barriers to movement and supports a genetically pure Yellowstone cutthroat trout population.
The WHMAs provide crucial winter range for one of the largest bighorn sheep herds in the country as well as up to 5,000 elk, mule deer, and pronghorn.
The S/M 10-year plan that began in 2012 is fully underway with multiple projects already completed and several underway or in the planning phase.

	Area Boundary Description:
	Inberg/Roy WHMA, Spence and Moriarity WMA, Whiskey Basin/Little Red Creek WHMA and associated USFS, BLM and State Lands.

	Focal species or species assemblage(s) (limit 6): 

	Yellowstone cutthroat trout (NSS2), elk, bighorn sheep (NSS3), mule deer, and mountain whitefish (NSS4).

	SWAP Tier 1       species:

	Bald Eagle, Boreal Toad, Burrowing Owl, Canada Lynx, Common Loon, Ferruginous Hawk, Great Gray Owl, Greater Sage-grouse, Northern Goshawk, Townsend's Big-eared Bat, Yellowstone Cutthroat Trout


	Solutions or actions:
	· Rehabilitate the irrigation delivery systems to improve water distribution and limit sediment input from catastrophic failure of the delivery system.
· Investigate fish loss to diversions and implement solutions to minimize fish loss.
· Use prescribed and natural fire, timbering, and other vegetative methods to rejuvenate the riparian systems and to remove encroaching conifers.
· Protect riparian areas from concentrated livestock use.  Find solutions that do not trap livestock in riparian zones.  This may involve limiting additional fence construction, removing or modifying fences.    
· Rehabilitate or eliminate improperly designed or unnecessary road and culvert crossings, which are contributing to channel and riparian habitat degradation.
· Continue monitoring habitat conditions on the WHMAs and regulating big game population sizes according to habitat quality and quantity.
· Inventory and map important mule deer late-summer and fall transition habitats and design prescriptions appropriate to enhance or maintain them.
· Conduct habitat improvements, which may include prescribed burning, herbicide treatment of mat formers, and reseeding of grasses and forbs.  
· Work with the Whiskey Mountain Bighorn Sheep Interagency Technical Committee to improve migration corridors and winter range for bighorn sheep. 
· Continue working with landowners to obtain conservation easements adjacent to the WHMAs and WMA.
· Work with the Forest Service to restore aspen and mountain meadow habitats.
· Preserve and enhance habitat through management of WGFC   property rights and implementation of existing management goals and objectives found in the Managed Land and Access Summary. 
· Continue management actions to limit spread of noxious weeds and rehabilitate Duncan Bench habitat.

	Additional Information:
	

	Land ownership and surface area:
	BLM: 11,161 ac (17%), 
USFS: 2 ac (0%), 
Other Federal: 3,468 ac (5%), 
State: 50,034 ac (77%), 
Private: 290 ac (0%), 
Water: 285 ac (0%), 
Total area: 65,241 ac



